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INTRODUCTION 

The  Thirteenth  National  Convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America 
was  held  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Novem- 
ber 11-15,  1940.  Delegates  were  present  from  all  chartered  associations. 
Over  7,300  students  of  vocational  agriculture,  teachers,  and  friends  regis- 
tered for  the  Convention  and  the  National  Vocational  Judging  Contests. 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  the  national  organization  of  boys 
studying  vocational  agriculture  in  public  secondary  schools  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  National  Vocational  Education  Acts.  Launched  at  Kansas 
City  in  November  of  1928,  the  organization  has  developed  rapidly.  On 
August  1st,  1940,  the  active  membership  totaled  approximately  231,724 
in  6,954  chapters  of  47  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  organization  is 
the  development  of  agricultural  leadership,  cooperation,  citizenship,  and 
patriotism.  Other  purposes  include :  strengthening  the  confidence  of  farm 
boys  and  young  men  in  themselves  and  their  work ;  creating  interest  in  a 
more  intelligent  choice  of  farming  occupations ;  creating  and  nurturing  a 
love  of  country  life ;  improving  the  rural  home  and  its  surroundings ;  en- 
couraging cooperative  effort ;  encouraging  thrift ;  improving  scholarship ; 
providing  organized  recreational  activities  for  rural  people ;  and  supple- 
menting, by  means  of  boy-initiated  and  boy-directed  activities,  the  system- 
atic instruction  offered  to  prospective  farmers  regularly  enrolled  in  voca- 
tional agricultural  courses. 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  a  non-profit,  non-political  organi- 
zation of  voluntary  membership  designed  to  take  its  place  along  with  other 
organized  agencies  for  the  upbuilding  of  agriculture  and  the  improvement 
of  country  life.  National  Headquarters  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
are  located  in  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education,  Federal  Security  Agency, 
Washington,  D.  C.  National  Conventions  are  held  annually  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  at  the  time  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show. 

These  Proceedings  constitute  a  yearbook  on  organization  activities. 
The  complete  minutes  of  the  general  Convention  sessions  are  included 
along  with  certain  other  important  material  which  is  supplementary  to 
or  explanatory  of  the  Convention  activities.  Press  releases  prepared  at 
the  time  of  the  Convention  under  the  direction  of  George  Couper,  as  well 
as  certain  newspaper  accounts,  were  utilized  in  compiling  parts  of  this 
publication.  Acknowledgment  is  also  made  to  Lenna  Gauss,  E.  D.  Tyler, 
Kenneth  Julian,  Margaret  Beck,  and  Dorothy  Souder  for  their  assistance 
in  preparing  this  volume. 

W.  A.  ROSS, 

National  Executive  Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL  DELEGATES 

(as  originally  submitted  by  State  Associations) 

Alabama L.  C.  Fitzpatrick Martin  Abels 

Jamestown,  Ala.  Fyffe,  Ala. 

Arizona James  Heaslet Roy  Rucker 

99  West  Ferto  Route  2,  Box  173 

Phoenix,  Ariz.  Mesa,   Ariz. 

Arkansas George  Sisk J.  Walter  Dawson 

Joiner,  Ark.  Plainview,    Ark. 

California Joe  Giacomini William   Crinklaw 

Fortuna,    Cal.  Box   442 

King  City,  Cal. 
Colorado .....Kenneth   Motz Bruce    Peterson 

Palisade,  Colo.  Route    1 

Berthoud,  Colo. 
Connecticut Alan  Howland Howard   Chappuis 

New  Preston,  Conn.  RFD  No.  10. 

Fairfield,  Conn. 
Delaware Pennewill  Isaacs Robert  Walker 

University  of  Delaware        Hockessin,    Del. 

Newark,  Del. 
Florida I.  D.  Pittman   John   Folks 

Marianna,   Fla.  Williston,  Fla. 

Georgia Alpha  Fowler,  Jr M.  H.  Belcher 

Douglasville,    Ga.  Morven,  Ga. 

Hawaii Hoosaku  Furumoto 

Ninole,  Hawaii,  T.  H. 
Idaho Marvin  Jagels Robert  K.  Jordan 

R.D.  No.   1  R.D.  No.  3 

Buhl,  Idaho  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

Illinois Charles  Kinsey Leland  Glazebrook 

Centralia,  111.  Fisher,  111. 

Indiana Paul  Thurston Harold  Keller 

Alexandria,  Ind.  Columbus,    Ind. 

Iowa M arvin  Paul Irvin   Nathlich 

Osceola,   Iowa  Mapleton,   Iowa 

Kansas Raymond  Kaup James  Cunningham 

Smith  Center,  Kan.  El   Dorado,  Kan. 

Kentucky Roy  Haynes  Hunt Gentry  Lee 

Vine  Grove,  Ky.  Bagdad,    Ky. 

Louisiana John  Laborde Patrick  Laborde 

Hammond,  La.  Marksville,   La. 

Maine Herschel   Smith Alfred    Elliott 

Mars  Hill,  Me.  East  Corinth,  Me. 

Maryland Wilbur  Thomas 

Friendsville,    Md. 
Massachusetts Rodger  E.  Collins 

36  Lyman  Street 

West    Springfield,    Mass. 
Michigan Frank    Merriman  ..... Leo  Reich 

Deckerville,   Mich.  Sandusky,  Mich. 

Minnesota Kenneth  Holstein Leslie    Matts 

Tracy,   Minn.  Tower,    Minn. 

Mississippi C.   W.   Makamson Ellis  R.  Watson 

State  College,   Miss.  State  College,  Miss. 

IV 


Missouri Joe  Hyde .Lyle  Fitzgerald 

Marshfield,  Mo.  Hamilton,  Mo. 

Montana., ...George   Stewart Harley  O'Donnell 

Wisdom,  Mont.  Billings,   Mont. 

Nebraska      Jerome  Wirth ..Willard   Visek 

Nebraska  City,   Neb.  Sargent,   Neb. 

Nevada.. ....„ Louis  Bergevin .Verl  Hendrix 

Gardnerville,  Nev.  Fallon,   Nev. 

New  Hampshire  ...George  Edwards,  Jr Raymond   Martell 

Walpole,    N.    Hampshire     Center  Sandwich,  N.  II. 
New  Jersey  E.  Herbert  Johnson ..Harry  Horowitz 

Salem,  N.  J.  Hightstown,  N.  J. 

New  Mexico Charles   Percival,  Jr Leo  Bell 

Deming,   N.    Mex.  Melrose,  N.  Mex. 

New    York ...Robert  Fisk Gerald   Cady 

Unadilla,  N.  Y.  Pine  City,  N.  Y. 

North   Carolina Thelbert  Boykin Taylor  Dodson 

Bailey,   N.   C.  Route    4 

Reidsville,  N.  C. 

North  Dakota  Donald  Bahl Earl   Walter 

Sherwood,   N.   D.  Starkweather,   N.   D. 

Ohio  Larry  Zehner Carl  Fought 

Dunkirk,  Ohio  Lindsey,    Ohio 

Oklahoma Cecil   Maynard Leo  Brown 

Garber,   Okla.  Cordell,  Okla. 

Oregon Lawrence  Johnson Fred  Hawkins 

Warren,   Ore.  Ontario,  Ore. 

Pennsylvania Robert   E.   Craig,  Jr John  W.  Shaffer 

R.D.    No.   4  Bedford,  Pa. 

Chambersburg,    Pa. 
Puerto    Rico Marcos   Curet Antonio   R.   Dominguez 

Cayey,  Puerto  Rico  Caguas,   Puerto   Rico 

South   Carolina Gilbert  Hardee Joe    Stewart 

Loris,  S.  C.  Fountain  Inn,  S.  C. 

South  Dakota Hugh   Barnett Julius   Eneboe 

Brookings,  S.  D.  Canton,  S.  D. 

Tennessee G.   L.   Carter .Wayne   Hunt 

Morristown,  Tenn.  Fruitland,  Tenn. 

Texas C.   G.    Scruggs Edward  Elliott 

McGregor,   Texas  Shallowater,  Texas 

Utah Wells  Allred Henrie    Miller 

Ferron,   Utah  Manti,  Utah 

Vermont Frank  Hill Wendell  Earle 

Montgomery,  Vt.  Greensboro,   Vt. 

Virginia Robert  L.   Copenhaver J.    Robert   Russell 

Crockett,  Va.  Clearbrook,   Va. 

Washington Don  Steffen Alfred  Baur 

Monroe,    Wash.  Ellensburg,    Wash. 

West  Virginia John  Conley Harold   H.   Gum 

Reedy,   W.  Va.  Arbovale,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin Frank  Wing John   Welles 

Baraboo,  Wis.  Rosendale,    Wis. 

Wyoming Dennis  Burch Paul    Cazier 

Powell,    Wyo.  Afton,  Wyo. 
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ALTERNATE  AND  SUBSTITUTE  DELEGATES 

Alabama    Page  Kelly 

Leon  Estes 

Arizona    Phillip  Liggett 

Robert   McCreight 
Milo  Willis 

California    Henry  House 

Colorado    Orlen  Fyock 

Laurence   Longacre 
Connecticut    Harvey  Buck 

Edward  Lizauskas 
Florida    Earl  Haynesworth 

Bishop 

Trotter 

Boyd  Williams 

Idaho    Ariel  Meek 

Indiana    Clifton  Smith 

Kansas   Grant  Poole 

John    McCall 
Kentucky    James  N.  Bratton 

Robert  Hutton 

Maine  Carl  Davis 

Michigan    Dean  Radtke 

Raymond   Powell 
Minnesota    Clayton  Bliss 

Stanley  Jepson 

Mississippi    J.  D.  Branscome 

Missouri    Webster  C.  Brown 

William  Raufer 
Montana    : Ezra  Johnson 

Ben   Herzog 

Bob   Barthelmess 

Elmer   Severson 
Nebraska    Willard  Miers 

Frank   Munn 

New  Jersey  Edward  Cheeseman 

New   Mexico  John  Brissey 

Harold  McEndarfer 

New   York   Arthur   demons,  Jr. 

Leo  Lindsey 

Grant  Stout 
North  Carolina  David  McCollum 

Gilbert  Slack 

North  Dakota  Kirk  Bellows 

Douglas  Fisk 

Ohio    Carl  Creek 

James   Newman 

Oklahoma    Tracy  Hunsecker,  Jr. 

Jimmy  Price 

Oregon    Carl  Bartlett 

Dick  Cauthorn 

Pennsylvania   Wilfred  Baer 

J.  Wilbur  Houser 
William  Juick 

VI 


Puerto  Rico  Lidy  Lopez 

South    Carolina    Frank   Smith 

South   Dakota  Wayne  Burkhart 

Dean  Dawson 
Texas    Vernon  Collier 

William   Summers 

Wallace    Wilson 
Utah   Haskel  Lindley 

Na-Ray  Ormand 

Vermont    George  Burritt 

Virginia   1 T.  Ryland  Dodson 

Archer  L.  Yeatts,  Jr. 
Washington    Art  Heideman 

Robert  McGillivray 

Neil  Wright 
West  Virginia  Robert  Nixon 

Corder  Taylor 

Wisconsin  Charles  Dow 

Charles  Helwig 

Wyoming    Donald  Dye 

Bill  Gay 
Lloyd  Wilson 
Lee  Hale 
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CONVENTION  PROGRAM 

Monday,  November  11 

9:00  A.M. — Opening   Session,   13th  National   Convention  of  F.  F.  A.     Exhibition 
Hall,  Municipal  Auditorium. 
Opening  ceremony 
Invocation 

Music  and  entertainment 
Report  on  delegate  credentials 
Roll  call  of  States  and  seating  of  delegates 
Address  of  Welcome 
Minutes  of  the  12th  Convention 
Officers'  reports — 

President 

Vice  Presidents  (in  the  order  of  seniority) 

Student  Secretary 

Treasurer 

Executive  Secretary 

Adviser 
Nominations  for  the  American  Farmer  Degree 
Distribution  of  State  reports 
Appointment  of  constitutional  committees 
Announcements 

1 :30  P.  M. — Second  Session  F.  F.  A.  National  Convention.  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Call  to  order 

Music  and  entertainment 

Address 

Special  reports 

Greetings  from  guests 

Unfinished  business 

Discussion  of  American  Farmer  applications 

Election  and  raising  of -active  members  to  Degree  of  American 

Farmer 
Announcements 
Closing  ceremony 

Tuesday,  November  12 

9:00  A.  M. — Third  Session,  F.  F.  A.  National  Convention,  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Opening  ceremony 

Music  and  entertainment 

Address 

Announcements 

Appointment  of   special  committees 

Special  reports  (continued) 

Unfinished  business  (continued) 

Wednesday,  November  13 

9:00  A.  M. — Fourth  Session,  F.  F.  A.  National  Convention,  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Opening  ceremony 
Music  and  entertainment 
Address 
New  Business 

1 :30  P.  M. — Fifth  Session,  National  F.  F.  A.  Convention,  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Call  to  order 

Music  and  entertainment 

VIII 


New  business   (continued) 
Committee  work 
Closing  ceremony 

Thursday,  November  14 

9  :00  A.  M. — Sixth  Session,  F.  F.  A.  National  Convention,  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Opening  ceremony 
Music  and  entertainment 
Address 
Committee  reports 

1:30  P.  M. — Closing  Session,  F.F.A.  National  Convention,  Exhibition  Hall,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium. 

Call  to  order 

New  business  (continued) 

Address  by  retiring  president 

Election  of  officers 

Signing  of  scroll  by  new  officers 

Greetings  by  incoming  officers 

Presentation  of  past  officers  pins  and  certificates 

Closing  ceremony  and  convention  adjournment 
6:30  P.  M.— Joint  Executive  Session  1939-40  and  1940-41  F.  F.  A.  National  Boards 
of  Trustees. 
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Minutes  of  Convention  Sessions 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  11th,  1940 
Morning  Session 

The  Thirteenth  National  Convention  of  Future  Farmers  of 
America  was  called  to  order  at  9:05  a.  m.  in  Exhibition  Hall  of  the 
Kansas  City  Municipal  Auditorium  with  President  Ivan  Kindschi  pre- 
siding and  all  other  national  officers  at  their  stations. 

The  hall  was  appropriately  decorated  in  blue  and  gold,  the  colors 
of  the  organization.  Some  800  visitors  were  present  but  before  noon 
the  crowd  of  visitors  had  increased  to  about  1200  persons. 

The  Minnesota  State  F.  F.  A.  Band,  playing  under  the  direction 
of  Gerald  McKay,  rendered  several  splendid  selections. 

Following  the  regular  opening  ceremony,  President  Kindschi 
called  upon  Past  President  Robert  Elwell  to  pronounce  the  invocation. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Roadhafler,  Presi- 
dent pro-tem  of  the  City  Council. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  then  called 
for  and  Student  Secretary,  Kenneth  Julian  reported  98  official  dele- 
gates present  from  49  chartered  associations.  The  roll  call  and  seating 
of  delegates  followed. 

Delegate  Fowler  of  Georgia  was  granted  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  and  presented  a  gavel,  made  from  a  cedar  which  was  planted 
by  Dudley  M.  Hughes,  co-author  of  the  Smith-Hughes  Act,  to  Presi- 
dent Kindschi  on  behalf  of  the  Georgia  Association  of  F.  F.  A.  Presi- 
dent Kindschi  expressed  his  appreciation. 

The  minutes  of  the  Twelfth  National  Convention  as  read  by 
Student  Secretary  Julian  were  approved  unanimously. 

Guests  introduced  at  this  time  included:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  C. 
Kindschi,  father  and  mother  of  President  Ivan  Kindschi;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Tarnutzer;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Shields.  Mr.  Shields  was 
Adviser  of  Prairie  du  Sac,  Wisconsin  Chapter  of  F.  F.  A.  which  was 
Ivan's  home  chapter. 

Delegate  Wing  of  Wisconsin  was  granted  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  and  presented  a  token  of  esteem  to  President  Kindschi  who, 
in  turn,  responded  with  a  token  to  Wing. 

The  convention  was  then  declared  open  under  the  heading  of 
officer  reports.  The  first  six  reports  were  presented  by  the  following 
student  officers  in  the  order  indicated:  President  Kindschi,  Vice- 
Presidents  Bryan,  Denisen,  Denis,  Spiekerman,  and  Student  Secretary 
Julian.  The  reports  were  each  adopted  as  presented  upon  motion  of 
Miller  of  Utah  and  copies  supplied  to  the  delegates.  (See  page  50  for 
complete  copy  of  each  student  officer  report.) 

Following  some  announcements,  the  convention  recessed  at  11:15 
a.  m.  for  the  nation-wide  Farm  and  Home  Hour  broadcast  to  recon- 
vene at  1 :30  p.  m. 
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[14]  THIRTEENTH    NATIONAL    CONVENTION 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  11th,  1940 
Afternoon  Session 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  1 :45  p.  m.  by  President 
Kindschi.  Several  selections  were  played  by  the  Texas  Band,  led  by 
Mr.  H.  G.  Rylander.  The  meeting  was  declared  open  under  the 
heading  of  officer  reports. 

The  report  of  Treasurer  Henry  Groseclose  was  distributed  in 
mimeographed  form  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  unable  to  be  present. 

The  second  officer  report  of  the  afternoon  was  given  by  Adviser 
J.  A.  Linke.  In  speaking  of  the  principles  on  which  F.  F.  A.  is 
founded,  Mr.  Linke  said,  "We  have  pretty  well  learned  our  slogan, 
'A  Future  Farmer  is  Always  a  Gentleman.'  I  know  so  far  you  boys 
are  doing  splendidly.  It  is  one  of  the  things  upon  which  we  built  our 
great  reputation  and  I  am  sure  you  will  follow  it  out."  Adviser  Linke 
concluded  his  report  by  reading  the  list  of  those  who  were  recom- 
mended to  receive  the  Degree  of  American  Farmer.   This  list  follows : 

Candidates  From  The  Active   Membership 

Harold  Ellen,  Junction  City,  Ark.  Harold  Haekerott,  Alton,  Kans. 

Gerald  Reyenga,  Emmet,  Ark.  Randall  Libby,  Smith  Center,  Kans. 

Jesse  Anderson,  Jr.,  Hanford,  Calif.  John  McCall,  Lebanon,  Kans. 

Jerry  Didier,   Puente,   Calif.  Harry  Stauffer,  Frankfort,  Kans. 

Elmer   Edward  Fish,   Redding,   Calif.  James  Nelson  Bratton,  Ewing,  Ky. 

Eugene  Giacomini,  Fortuna,  Calif.  Albert  Crosby,  Maysville,  Ky. 

Henry  House,  El  Centro,  Calif.  Roy  H.  Hunt,  Vine  Grove,  Ky. 

Edward   Uselton,   Hanford,   Calif.  Robert  Hutton,  Stamping  Ground,  Ky. 

William  E.  Walton,  Caruthers,  Calif.  Lewis  Kelly,  Jr.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Orlen   E.   Fyock,   Center,   Colo.  James  E.  Murray,  Mt.  Olivet,  Ky. 
Laurence  H.  Longacre,  Ft.  Morgan,  Colo.Jessie  Johnson,  Ville  Platte,  La. 

Robert  B.  Walker,  Jr.,  Hockessin,  Del.  J.  D.  Teer,  Jr.,  Robeline,  La. 

S.  John  Folks,  Jr.,  Montbrook,  Fla.  Frank    Merriman,   Deckerville,    Mich. 

William  E.  Haynsworth,  Alachua,  Fla.  Raymond  Powell,  Williamston,  Mich. 

Boyd  Williams,  Ocala,  Fla.  Dean  Murray  Radtke,  Morrice,  Mich. 

Myrvin  Clark,  Sale  City,  Ga.  Charles   M.   Risch,  Williamston,  Mich. 

Alpha  A.  Fowler,  Jr.,  Douglasville,  Ga.  L.  G.  Rothney,  Webberville,  Mich. 

John  Guinn  Smith,  Dalton,  Ga.  Gene  Dufty,  Austin,  Minn. 

Hideo   Nonaka.  Hanapepe,  Kauai,  T.  H.  C.  W.  Makamson,  Morgan  City  Miss. 

Robert  Keith  JoYdan,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho  David  H.   Prichard,  Booneville,  Miss. 

Ariel  W.  Meek,  Preson,  Idaho  Ernest  Windham,  Duck  Hill,  Miss. 

Wm.  C.  Bettenhousen,  Jr.  Frankfort,  111.  Kenneth  A.  Conzelman,  Concordia,  Mo. 

Zealy  M.  Holmes,  Edelstein,  111.  LaRoy  Duvall,  Jr.,  Lamar,  Mo. 

Sherwood  L.  Jackson,  Seneca,  111.  Ray  Howard  Faes,  Brunswick,  Mo. 

Melvin  R.  Janssen,  Minonk,  111.  Arthur  Goodspeed,  Maryville,  Mo. 

Charles  Kinsey,   Centralia,  111.  Walter  Horak,  Pomona,  Mo. 

Thaddeus   Joseph   Obal,   Belleville,   111.  Walter  Klinkhardt,  Hayti,  Mo. 

Edwin  Otto  Schneider,  Jerseyville,  111.  Merrill  Leutung,  Salisbury,  Mo. 

Roy  Will,  Normal,  111.  Fred.  Lovercamp,  Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 

Louis  Leland  Wright,   Carthage,   111.  Harley  O'Donnell,  Billings,   Mont. 

Harold  Keller,  Columbus,  Ind.  George  Martin  Stewart,  Wisdom,  Mont. 

Lester  R.  Chambliss,  Tipton,  Iowa.  Merlyn  Kugler,  Riverton,  Neb. 

Floyd  Kuehnast,  Humboldt,  Iowa.  Willard  R.  Miers,  Seward,  Neb. 

Kenneth   W.   Langer,  Denison,   Iowa.  Frank  Munn,  Waverly,  Neb. 

Terry  I.  Thompson,  Forest  City,  Iowa.  Leo  Bell,  Melrose,  New  Mexico. 

John   J.  Wassom,   Sac  City,  Iowa.  Mervel  A.  Anderson,  Kennedy,  N.  Y. 

J.   S.   Cunningham,   El  Dorado,  Kans.  Robert  Basom,  Corfu,  N.  Y. 
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William  H.  Maier,  E.  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Bill  Cofield,  Granger,  Tex. 

Norman  F.  Drummond,  Rossie,  N.  Y.  George  Cole,  Pilot  Point,  Tex. 

Harold  E.  Outhouse,  Canandaigua,  N.Y.  Vernon  E.  Collier,  Beeville,  Tex. 

Thelbert  D.  Boykin,  Bailey,  N.  C.  G.  C.  Consford,  Nacogdoches,  Tex. 

James  Francis,  Waynesville,  N.  C.  Wilbur   W.   Cordes,   Fayetteville,   Tex. 

Elmer  D.  Hendrix,  Waynesville,  N.  C.  Medford  Cowart,  Huntington,  Tex. 

Clarence  T.  Martin,  Reidsville,  N.  C.  K.  Cowsert,  Junction,  Tex. 

Grady  A.  Martin,  Stony  Point.  N.  C.  Carl  Cruse,  Woodville,  Tex. 

Earl  E.  Walter,  Starkweather,  N.  D.  Walter  Gardner,  Ropesville,  Tex. 

Dean  A.  Beever,  Mt.  Vernon,  O.  James  Harley  Gunter,  Jr.  Conway,  Tex. 

Carl  C.  Creek,  Jr.,  Montpelier,  O.  Jesse  Lee  Herring,  Jr.,  Whitney,  Tex. 

L.  Lowell  Geringer,  Wauseon,  O.  Haskell  Lindley,  Mt.  Vernon,  Tex. 

R.  W.  Hackenbracht,  W.  Lafayette,  O.  Bill  McClure,  Bonham,  Tex. 

James  E.  Newman,  Georgetown,  O.  Elmer  McLaughlin,  Laketon,  Tex. 

Richard  Segrist,  Delta,  O.  Leland  Main,  Palestine,  Tex. 

Cecil  Smith,  Orient,  O.  H.  W.  Norris,  Santa  Anna,  Tex. 

Robert   Steiner,  Orrville,   O.  Robert  Lynn  Parker,  Roby,  Tex. 

Ray  W.  Whetstone,  Lima,  O.  Houston  Pearson,  Lorenzo,  Tex. 

Larry  R.  Zehner,  Dunkirk,  O.  Floyd  Price,  Millett,  Tex. 

Kenneth  Blecha,  Perry,  Okla.  Excel  Reynolds,  Mabank,  Tex. 

R.  Breckenridge,  Jr.,  Pond  Creek,  Okla.  Jack  Robbins,  Coolidge,  Tex. 

Jack  Deason,  Fort  Cobb,  Okla.  Henry  Stence,  Lorenzo,  Tex. 

Duane  McNeil,  Billings,  Okla.  Oliver  Daniel  Stoy,  Kaufman,  Tex. 

George  W.  Melott,  Pond  Creek,  Okla.  Harris   Veale,    Breckenridge,   Tex. 

Fred  D.  Hawkins,  Ontario,  Ore.  Joe  Williams,  Clarendon,  Tex. 

Wilfred  Baer,  New  Freedom,  Pa.  Wallace  Wilson,  Whitewright,  Tex. 

Robert  E.  Craig,  Chambersburg,  Pa.  Henrie  LaMont  Miller,  E.  Manti,  Utah. 

J.  Wilbur  Houser,  Lampeter,  Pa.  Frank  Hill,   Montgomery,  Vt. 

Samuel  D.  Lewis,  Cranesville,  Pa.  Willie  H.  Copley,  Jr.,  South  Hill,  Va. 

John  L.  Roche,  Washington,  Pa.  Thomas  Ryland  Dodson,  Ringgold,  Va. 

John  William  Shaffer,   Bedford,   Pa.  Ralph  A.  Reynolds,  Newport,  Va. 

Frank   Page   Smith,   Easley,   S.   C.  James  Robert  Russell,  Clearbrook,  Va. 

Hugh  Barnett,  Brookings,  S.  D.  Robert  J.  Slade,  Jr.,  Dendron,  Va. 

Dallas  Cantwell,  Morristown,  Tenn.  Archer  L.  Yeatts,  Jr.,  Chatham,  Va. 
W.  T.  Chamberlain,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  Dan  Fenno  Henderson,  Chelan,  Wash. 

Frank  Cox,  Greeneville,  Tenn.  Robert  Nixon,   Bridgeport,  W.  Va. 

Persius   B.   Graves,   Nashville,   Tenn.  Corder   Taylor,   Freemansburg,   W.   Va. 

Hugh  Hudgens,  Sparta,  Tenn.  Walter  A.  Babula,  Hawkins,  Wis. 

Paul  Mabry,  Mt.  Juliet,  Tenn.  Charles  W.  Dow,  Glenwood  City,  Wis. 

Leon  Meadows,  Halls,  Tenn.  Harold  E.  Price,  Avoca,  Wis. 

Wesley  Bratton,  Rochelle,  Tex.  Dennis  L.  Burch,  Powell,  Wyo. 

Executive  Secretary  Ross  presented  his  prepared  report  and 
moved  its  adoption.  (See  page  60  for  this  report  in  complete  form.) 

Moved  by  Merriman  of  Michigan,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
delegates  go  on  record  as  approving  both  the  reports  of  Mr.  Ross  and 
Mr.  Linke  as  read. 

Sympathy  was  expressed  by  Mr.  Linke  to  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  Association  on  the  death  of  Willie  Copely,  a  1940  candidate 
for  the  American  Farmer  Degree  and  at  his  suggestion  all  members 
stood  for  1  minute  in  silent  tribute. 

The  chair  announced  that  appointment  of  Constitutional  Com- 
mittees would  be  deferred  until  the  following  day. 

Telegrams  were  read  from  Joe  Black,  former  National  F.  F.  A. 
president;  John  Pasecki,  President,  National  Farmers'  Union,  and 
Louis  Sasman,  State  Adviser  of  the  Wisconsin  Association  of  F.  F.  A. 
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At  this  time  Mr.  William  E.  Drips  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  gave  a  very  fine  address  on  the  use  of  radio  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  F.  F.  A.  cause. 

The  Texas  State  Band  played  several  selections. 

The  meeting  was  then  declared  open  under  special  reports  and 
the  Executive  Secretary  presented  a  special  report  on  the  Manual, 
moving  its  adoption ;  the  motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  (See  page 
43  for  the  complete  report.) 

The  second  report  presented  by  the  Executive  Secretary  was  on 
trade-marking  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem  and  he  moved  its  adoption;  the 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  (See  page  48  for  the  complete 
report.) 

Special  instructions  were  given  to  the  delegates  by  President 
Kindschi. 

The  Student  Secretary  announced  that  State  Reports  would  be 
distributed. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  unfinished  business.  Moved  by 
Watson  of  Mississippi  that  any  new  business  not  already  recorded  for 
consideration  should  be  submitted  to  the  Student  Secretary  in  writ- 
ing by  noon,  Tuesday,  November  12 ;  the  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Upon  recommendation  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Howland  of  Connecticut  that  no  changes  be  made  in  the  Chapter 
Scrap  Book  for  the  coming  year ;  the  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

The  Executive  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  new 
radio  section  had  been  added  to  the  Manual  and  upon  recommendation 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved  by  Paul  of  Iowa  that  the 
exchange  of  radio  scripts  be  encouraged  between  States';  the  motion 
was  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Dodson  of  North  Carolina  that  the  sale  of  F.  F.  A.  dishes  be  dis- 
continued; seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Sisk  of  Arkansas  that  the  body  accept  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  the  Board  of  Trustees  concerning  the  problem  of  compiling 
a  list  of  suggested  plays  for  "Future  Farmers"  and  that  the  matter 
be  left  up  to  the  States ;  the  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  next  item  dealt  with  the  rising  sun  equipment  for  chapters ; 
Paul  of  Iowa  moved  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole ;  motion 
seconded  and  carried.  Vice  President  Bryan  took  the  chair  and  the 
matter  was  discussed.  At  the  end  of  this  period  President  Kindschi 
returned  to  the  chair.  Upon  motion  by  Fowler  of  Georgia,  duly 
seconded  and  carried,  the  delegate  body  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  for  5  minutes  more.    President  Kindschi  again  assumed  the 
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chair  and  the  convention  was  back  in  regular  session.  Moved  by 
Wirth  of  Nebraska  that  the  matter  be  tabled  until  Mr.  Bray  presented 
a  report  of  progress  made  on  the  rising  sun.    The  motion  was  tabled. 

Vice-President  Spiekerman  being  granted  the  floor  called  atten- 
tion to  the  misuse  by  delegates  of  the  terms  ''chapter",  "association" 
and  "organization." 

Following  the  suggestion  offered  by  the  Executive  Secretary, 
Delegate  Sisk  of  Arkansas  moved  that  the  President  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  take  up  the  matter  of  finding  a  suitable  owl  for  the  use  of 
local  chapters  and  associations  at  the  adviser's  station  with  the  under- 
standing that  a  report  be  made  when  other  committees  reported; 
motion  seconded  and  carried.  Appointment  of  this  committee  was 
deferred  until  the  following  day. 

The  Executive  Secretary  reported  that  Creeds,  Purposes  and 
Profanity  Orders  were  being  supplied  to  chapters  in  accordance  with 
action  taken  in  1939. 

Moved  by  Belcher  of  Georgia,  that  the  recommendation  by  the    \ 
Board  of  Trustees  stating  that  only  five  copies  of  the  pamphlet  en- 
titled "The  F.  F.  A.  What  It  Is— What  It  Does",  be  sent  to  an  in-      / 
dividual  who  writes  in  for  it,  and  that  quantity  purchases  be  made     / 
direct  from  the  French-Bray  Company  at  the  prices  agreed  upon ;  mo-    / 
tion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  Executive  Secretary  reported  that  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  last  year's  Committee  on  Official  Uniforms,  stand- 
ard identification  on  the  official  "Future  Farmer"  jacket  had  been 
accomplished  by  placing  the  name  of  the  State  above  the  emblem  and 
name  of  the  chapter  below  the  emblem. 

The  Executive  Secretary  reported  that  supplying  of  chapter  Scrap 
Books  and  additional  pages  for  official  Secretary's  Book  had  been 
carried  out  as  requested  at  the  1939  convention. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Wright  of  Washington  that  no  new  jewelry  be  added  to  the  list 
this  year;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

(recess) 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  election  and  raising  of  suc- 
cessful candidates  from  the  active  membership  to  the  Degree  of 
American  Farmer.  Moved  by  Glazebrook  of  Illinois  that  all  American 
Farmer  applicants  nominated  be  accepted  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  delegates  at  the  convention ;  motion  seconded  and  carried.  The 
active  member  candidates  and  officers  took  their  places.  The  regular 
Fourth  Degree  ceremony  was  carried  through. 

Announcements  by  Executive  Secretary  Ross. 

Hardee  of  South  Carolina  was  granted  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
to  introduce  the  following  guests  from  South  Carolina ;   Mr.  Lloyd 
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H.  Smith  of  Easley,  father  of  Frank  Smith  who  received  the  American 
Farmer  Degree;  Mr.  Tom  B.  Nalley,  a  visitor  from  Easley;  Mr.  L.  M. 
Bauknight,  teacher  of  vocational  agriculture  and  adviser  at  Easley. 

The  convention  closed  at  4:45  p.  m.  to  convene  again  at  9:00  a.  m. 
the  following  morning. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  12th,  1940 

iol  Morning  Session 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  9:15  a.  m.  using  the  regular  opening 
ceremony.    President  Kindschi  was  in  the  chair. 

Music  by  the  Illinois  String  Band. 

The  chair  announced  the  appointment  of  three  committees:  the 
Nominating  Committee,  the  Auditing  Committee,  and  the  Program  of 
Work  Committee. 

Announcements  by  the  Executive  Secretary  concerning  the 
Arena  Parade. 

The  group  was  then  favored  with  an  inspiring  address  on  fire 
preverrtjprijby  Mr.  Harry  K.  (Smoky)  Rogers,  Honorary  Chief  of  the 
Chicago  Fire  department. 

T^he  rr4e,s  were  suspended  to  have  the  nominations  for  the  Degree 
of .,  JEionorary  American  Farmer  read  by  the  Executive  Secretary  as 
follows :■.'?...,, 

Dr.  Clarence  Poe,  Editor,  Progressive  Farmer  and  member  Federal 
Advisory  Board  for  Vocational  Education. 

Captain  Thomas  F.  Darcy,  Leader,  United  States  Army  Band,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

W.  P.  Beard,  Special  Agent  Agricultural  Education,  U.  S.  Office  of 
^Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

,     ')i  I  i     (  ■■')     '  •:   .  .     . 

Fred   A.    Smith,    Vice    President,    American   Vocational   Association 
representing  agriculture,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Robert  Romack,  Editor,  American  Farm  Youth,  Danville,  Illinois. 

William  E.  Anderson,  Teacher  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A. 
adviser,  Deer  Lodge,  Montana. 

T.  R.  Schreiner,  Teacher  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A.  ad- 
viser, Ponca  City,  Oklahoma. 

J.  R.  Gillham,  Teacher  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A.  adviser, 
Clarendon,  Texas. 

Robert  A.  Wall,  Teacher  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A.  ad- 
viser, Stephens  City,  Virginia. 
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Moved  by  Dodson  of  North  Carolina  that  the  men  just  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Advisory  Council  to  receive 
the  Degree  of  Honorary  American  Farmer  be  declared  elected ;  mo- 
tion seconded  and  carried. 

Music  by  the  Iowa  String  Band. 

A  splendid  address  was  made  at  this  time  by  Mr.  M.  D.  Collins 
of  Atlanta,  President  of  the  Chief  State  School  for  Officers  of  the 
United  States. 

Executive  Secretary  Ross  then  presented  his  prepared  report 
on  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Camp  which  was  adopted.  (See  page  45 
for  the  complete  report.) 

The  rules  were  again  suspended  and  Delegate  Marcos  Curet  of 
Puerto  Rico  presented  Puerto  Rican  hats  to  the  national  officers.  At- 
tention was  called  to  the  fact  that  President  Kindschi  had  been  pre- 
sented previously  with  a  beautifully  illustrated  book  from  Puerto 
Rico  in  place  of  a  hat. 

The  President  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  Rising  Sun  Equip- 
ment, 

Mi  Guests  introduced  at  this  time  included:  E.  P.  Taylor,  Editor  of 
the  Agricultural  Leaders  Digest,  Chicago ;  Tom  Chase  of  Swift  and 
Company,  Chicago ;  Robert  Romack,  Editor  of  the  American  Farm 
Youth,  Danville,  Illinois;  and  Julius  Black,  Past  National  F.  F.  A. 
Secretary  from  Ames,  Iowa. 

Announcements  were  made  by  the  Executive  Secretary. 

The  convention  was  declared  open  again  under  the  heading  of 
Unfinished  Business. 

It  was  reported  by  the  Executive  Secretary  that  both  "motto"  and 
"fundamental"  banners  have  been  supplied  by  the  Staunton  Novelty 
Company  in  accordance  with  the  action  taken  at  the  1939  convention ; 
that  $60  had  been  paid  to  the  Hawaiian  Association  for  expenses  of 
their  1939  public  speaker;  and  that  representatives  had  been  sent 
to  the  National  Grange  and  Farm  Bureau  meetings  as  directed.  At- 
tention was  also  called  to  the  fact  that  American  Education  Week, 
the  week  of  this  1940  convention  was  being  appropriately  observed  as 
suggested  and  that  local  chapters  in  various  parts  of  the  country  were 
also  participating  in  this  observance. 

Vice-President  Denis  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Belcher  of  Georgia  that  the  matter  of  publishing  the] 
Blaufuss  March  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  motion  ( 
seconded  and  carried.  ~* 

Moved  by  Jagels  of  Idaho  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Board-) >^ 
Of  Trustees  on  further  encouraging  chapters  to  gather  data  on  old' 
farms  and  ranches,  be  accepted ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 
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The  Executive  Secretary  reported  that  seven  changes  were  made 
in  the  pictures  of  the  national  F.  F.  A.  exhibit  at  an  expenditure  of 
$90  but  that  the  exhibit  was  not  shipped  to  any  association  or  any 
national  meeting.  It  was  also  reported  that  a  preview  of  important 
matters  to  come  before  the  convention  had  been  discussed  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  that  suggested  problems  had  been  secured  from  the 
States  by  the  national  organization  just  prior  to  the  13th  National 
Convention. 

It  was  further  reported  that  the  song,  "Hail  the  F.  F.  A.,"  written 
in  four  parts  for  quartets  was  now  available  from  the  French-Bray 
Printing  Company.  This  was  authorized  by  the  1939  delegates ;  that 
talent  on  the  Tuesday  evening  program  had  been  confined  to  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  the  Minnesota  Band  as  the  official  band,  and  Texas 
Band  as  the  second  band,  were  given  financial  assistance  in  connec- 
tion with  trips  to  the  1940  Convention  as  directed  by  the  1939  dele- 
gates. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  compiling  and  keeping  an  up-to-date  list 
of  State  F.  F.  A.  officers  was  impossible  due  to  the  different  times 
of  the  year  at  which  the  various  State  conventions  were  held. 

Upon  motion  of  Hawkins  of  Oregon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  was  accepted  and  instead  of  a  national  list  of  State 
officers  their  names  are  to  be  sent  to  the  national  vice  presidents  as 
soon  as  elected. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Howland  of  Connecticut  that  no  F.  F.  A.  athletic  awards  be  pro- 
vided in  the  coming  year. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Pittman  of  Florida  that  the  matter  of  roadside  markers  be  left 
to  the  State  associations  and  local  chapters.  Motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

The  convention  closed  at  11:10  a.  m.  for  the  second  nation-wide 
radio  broadcast  staged  at  11:30  a.  m. 

(Note : — Tuesday  afternoon  was  spent  at  the  American  Royal  in 
special  observance  of  American  Education  Week  and  National 
F.  F.  A.  Day.) 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13th,  1940 

Morning  Session 

The  convention  was  opened  at  9:15  a.  m.  using  the  regular  open- 
ing ceremony  with  President  Kindschi  in  the  chair. 

Meeting  declared  open  under  the  heading  of  unfinished  business. 

Moved  by  Miller  of  Utah  that  the  national  officers  send  a  tele- 
gram or  flowers  to  Mr.  Groseclose  expressing  best  wishes  for  his 
speedy  recovery ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 
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Howland  of  Connecticut  moved  that  a  letter  of  sympathy  be  sent 
to  the  parents  of  deceased  American  Farmer,  Willie  Copely,  of  Va., 
along  with  the  key  and  certificate ;  motion  second  and  carried. 

Moved  by  O'Donnell  of  Montana  that  the  Executive  Secretary 
write  a  letter  of  appreciation  to  Sears  Roebuck  and  Company  con- 
cerning the  motion  picture,  "The  Green  Hand,"  and  that  a  similar 
letter  be  written  to  Alpha  Fowler  concerning  his  part  in  the  picture  ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Linke  introduced  Mr.  Reuben  Brigham,  Assistant  Director  of 
Extension,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  who 
brought  greetings  from  his  organization. 

Professor  Charles  Rogers,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Journalism, 
at  Iowa  State  College  presented  an  interesting  prepared  address  on 
"Writing  F.  F.  A.  News  Articles." 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  Delegate  Hoosaku  Furumoto  of 
Hawaii  presented  leis  from  the  Hawaiian  Association  to  the  national 
officers,  advisers,  and  friends. 

Following  an  announcement  made  by  the  Executive  Secretary 
concerning  the  death  of  Dave,  the  doorman  at  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium, Stewart  of  Montana  moved  that  flowers  be  sent  to  the  fun- 
eral home ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Howland  of  Connecticut  that  a  letter  of  appreciation 
be  sent  to  the  Hawaiian  Association  for  the  leis  presented  to  the 
national  officers ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Pittman  of  Florida  that  a  letter  of  appreciation  be  sent 
to  the  Puerto  Rican  Association  for  the  hats  presented  to  the  national 
officers  at  the  convention ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Pittman  of 
Florida  moved  that  the  matter  of  chapter  libraries  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  on  Libraries ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  Vice-President  Bryan  urged  that 
each  delegate  take  part  in  the  discussions  on  the  floor  expressing 
himself  as  he  sees  fit  when  the  business  of  the  convention  is  being 
transacted. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Howland  of  Connecticut  that  the  minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Thirteenth  National  Convention  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Pro- 
ceedings ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  StefTen  of  Washington  that  the  matter  of  the  1941  State  Asso- 
ciation awards  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sate  Association 
Awards ;  motion  seconded  and  carried.  X 

The  convention  was  then  declared  open  under  the  heading  of 
new  business.    Stewart  of  Montana  moved  that  the  convention  go  on 
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record  as  cooperating  with  and  supporting  the  national  defense  pro- 
gram in  every  way  possible  to  the  end  that  democracy  and  American- 
ism will  prevail  in  the  United  States  of  America ;  motion  seconded  and 
was  discussed  by  Longacre  of  Colorado  and  Earle  of  Vermont.  Hill  of 
Vermont  offered  a  substitute  motion  which  in  effect  was  that  this 
matter  of  the  organization's  stand  on  the  national  defense  program 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Program  of  Work ;  motion 
seconded;  discussed  by  House  of  California.  Pittman  of  Florida 
moved  that  the  motions  be  laid  on  the  table.  Motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

The  matter  of  developing  a  national  band  was  discussed.  Moved 
by  Merriman  of  Michigan  that  the  present  practice  of  designating 
a  State  F.  F.  A.  band  as  official  be  continued  for  the  coming  year; 
motion  seconded ;  discussion  by  Kinsey  of  Illinois  and  Sisk  of  Arkansas. 
O'Donnell  of  Montana  moved  the  previous  question ;  motion  seconded 
and  carried.  Makamson  of  Mississippi  moved  that  the  State  band 
selected  be  from  different  regions  in  the  years  to  come,  if  possible ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried.  An  appeal  from  decision  of  the  chair 
was  made;  standing  vote  taken  and  motion  carried  52  to  35. 

Moved  by  Fowler  of  Georgia  that  no  change  be  made  in  the 
Motto  or  the  Creed.    Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Keller  of  Indiana  moved  that  the  convention  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  for  five  minutes ;  motion  seconded  and  carried.  Vice- 
President  Bryan  assumed  the  chair  and  the  full  time  was  spent  in  dis- 
cussion of  a  yearbook.  It  was  moved  by  Chappuis  of  Connecticut  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  national  convention  be  accepted  as  a  yearbook 
to  be  published  every  year  the  same  as  before.  Longacre  of  Colorado 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  convention  go  on 
record  as  favoring  further  information  added  to  the  Proceedings ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried  and  motion  as  amended  carried.  Presi- 
dent Kindschi  returned  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Visek  of  Nebraska  that  the  suggestion  by  Miller  of 
Utah  to  include  in  the  Proceedings  briefs,  or  short  stories,  better  ac- 
quainting "Future  Farmers"  with  the  national  officers  and  officials  in 
Washington   be   accepted   and   referred   to   the   Committee   on    Pro- 
,  ceedings ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Curet  of  Puerto  Rico  that  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  official  delegates  be  included  in  the  Proceedings  in  the  future ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Craig  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that  the  present  printed  materials 
for  the  organization  be  retained.  Motion  seconded.  Matter  discussed 
by  Sisk  of  Arkansas  and  Glazebrook  of  Illinois.  Hunt  of  Kentucky 
moved  that  the  convention  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  for  five 
minutes.  Seconded  and  carried.  Vice-President  Spiekerman  assumed 
the  chair.    The  matter  of  F.  F.  A.  stationery  was  discussed. 

Back  in  regular  session  it  was  moved  by  Belcher  of  Georgia  to 
stand  at  ease  until  Mr.  Bray  of  the  French-Bray  Printing  Company 
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came  before  the  delegates  to  answer  questions  concerning  F.  F.  A. 
stationery ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Music  by  the  Iowa  Band. 

Vice-President  S£iekerman  presented  a  letter  from  Elmer  L. 
Johnson,  Past  Vice-President. 

Convention  called  to  order  and  Mr.  Bray  of  the  French-Bray 
Printing  Company  was  introduced.  Mr.  Bray  answered  questions 
from  delegates  concerning  printing  costs  on  F.  F.  A.  stationery.  How- 
land  of  Connecticut  moved  that  the  discussion  on  printing  costs  be 
continued  in  the  afternoon  session ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  convention  recessed  at  11:20  a.  m.  for  the  third  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  broadcast  of  the  week  te=fey  presented  from  the  floor  of 
the  convention. 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13th,  1940 

Afternoon  Session 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1 :45  p.  m.  with  President 
Kindschi  presiding. 

Special  committees  were  announced  by  the  chair  as  follows : 

American  Farmer  Applications 

Chapter  Libraries 

Resolutions 

Leadership  Training  Schools 

Radio  Programs 

Convention  Exhibits 

Scrap  Book 

Proceedings 

State  Association  Awards 

Public  Speaking 

Chapter  Contests 

Delegate  substitutions  were  made  and  accepted. 

Student  Secretary  Julian  presented  a  telegram  received  from  the 
Kiwanis  Club  to  President  Kindschi. 

Guests  Earl  S.  Sindecuse  of  the  Purina  Company  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  Andrew  Sundstrom,  Past  National  President  were  in- 
troduced. 

Rules  were  suspended  and  O'Donnell  of  Montana  moved  that  the 
President  appoint  a  special  committee  to  study  chemurgy  and  re- 
port at  convention ;  motion  lost  for  lack  of  a  second. 

Convention  was  declared  open  under  the  heading  of  new  business 
and  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  for  a  half  hour.  Vice  President 
Spiekerman  assumed  the  chair  and  the  full  time  was  spent  in  discus- 
sion of  printing  costs.  Rules  were  suspended  and  Mr.  Bray  was 
recognized  during  the  discussion. 
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President  Kindschi  took  the  chair  again. 

Matts  of  Minnesota  moved  that  the  convention  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  for  another  half  hour  to  discuss  merchandise  and  sup- 
plies ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Vice  President  Spiekerman  assumed  the  chair  again.  The  entire 
time  in  committee  of  the  whole  was  spent  in  further  discussion  of 
printed  supplies,  uniforms,  and  felt  goods.  Mr.  Bray  of  the  French- 
Bray  Printing  Company,  Mr.  Tolan  of  the  Universal  Uniform  Com- 
pany, and  Mr.  Warner  of  the  Staunton  Novelty  Company  were 
present  to  answer  questions  concerning  official  supplies. 

President  Kindschi  resumed  the  chair  and  the  convention  was  in 
regular  session. 

Miller  of  Utah  moved  that  the  organization  continue  with  the 
French-Bray  Printing  Company  on  a  two-year  contract  basis  with 
any  changes  left  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  leaving  it  up  to  the 
State  associations  as  to  whether  they  want  to  buy  the  printed  supplies 
provided ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Cunningham  of  Kansas  to  continue  securing  uniforms 
from  the  Universal  Uniform  Company  for  the  next  two  years  with 
no  change  but  with  the  understanding  that  the  State  name  appear 
above  the  emblem  and  the  chapter  name  below  it ;  motion  seconded 
and  carried. 

Moved  by  Jagels  of  Idaho  that  the  F.  F.  A.  felt  tie  be  dropped, 
and  that  the  Staunton  Novelty  Company  be  authorized  to  manufacture 
the  felt  goods  for  another  two-year  period ;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Moved  by  Thomas  of  Maryland  that  the  present  articles  of 
jewelry  be  continued,  that  no  articles  be  added  and  that  the  L.  G. 
Balfour  Company  continue  to  manufacture  F.  F.  A.  jewelry  for 
another  two-year  period;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Fitzgerald  of  Missouri  moved  that  the  convention  recess  and  then 
go  into  special  committee  work ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  convention  reconvened  for  the  closing  ceremony  at  4:30  p.  m. 
to  meet  again  at  9  a.  m.  the  following  morning. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  14th,  1940 

Morning  Session 

The  meeting  open  at  9:00  a.  m.,  President  Kindschi  presiding, 
using  the  regular  opening  ceremony.  The  convention  continued  under 
new  business. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Advisory 
Council  it  was  moved  by  Jagels  of  Idaho  that  there  be  no  changes 
made  in  the  national  F.  F.  A.  constitution  this  year;  motion  seconded 
and  carried. 
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Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Scruggs  of 
Texas  moved  that  no  new  contests  be  added  this  year  to  the  national 
contests;  motion  seconded.  Makamson  of  Mississippi  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  consider  all  con- 
tests and  report  back  at  the  next  convention,  amendment  carried ; 
motion  carried  as  amended.  It  was  understood  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  would  consider  a  parliamentary  procedure  contest  in  this 
connection. 

Vice-President  Denisen  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Delegate  substitutions  were  made  and  accepted. 

Moved  by  Scruggs  of  Texas  and  duly  seconded  that  the  associa- 
tion commend  the  Soso,  Mississippi  group  for  the  song  written  by 
the  Adviser  of  the  Soso  chapter  and  set  to  music  by  J.  B.  Coats  from 
the  Soso  chapter.  Moved  by  Fitzgerald  of  Missouri  to  amend  this 
motion  to  the  effect  that  this  song  be  adopted  as  the  official  F.  F.  A. 
song;  motion  seconded.  Merriman  of  Michigan  moved  that  the  amend- 
ment be  tabled;  motion  to  table  amendment  seconded  and  carried.  The 
original  motion  to  commend  the  Soso  chapter  was  carried. 

Moved  by  Merriman  of  Michigan  that  a  letter  of  appreciation  be 
sent  to  the  Montgomery  Chapter  of  Texas  for  the  song  contributed 
by  that  chapter ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Thomas  of  Maryland  moved  that  a  motion  picture  of  the  14th 
National  Convention  be  made,  to  be  shown  at  the  following  conven- 
tion ;  motion  seconded.  Howland  of  Connecticut  moved  to  amend  by 
having  the  Board  of  Trustees  given  power  to  distribute  these  films 
to  the  local  chapters  and  State  associations ;  amendment  seconded 
and  carried ;  motion  as  amended  carried.  Howland  of  Connecticut 
moved  that,  if  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  "movie" 
to  be  madeiao  include  some  of  the  outside  activities  of  the  convention, 
such  as  public  speaking  contest  and  the  talent  show ;  motion  seconded 
but  lost  when  put  to  a  vote. 

Chappuis  of  Connecticut  moved  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  be 
authorized  to  select  the  bands  for  the  national  convention  next  year ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Wirth  of  Nebraska  that  the  national  organization  go 
on  record  as  favoring  the  keeping  of  national  dues  for  1940-41  at  ten 
cents  per  member;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Stewart  of  Montana  that  the  convention  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  for  ten  minutes  to  discuss  merchandise  from 
Staunton  Novelty  Company ;  motion  seconded.  Chairman  Denisen 
called  for  a  standing  vote  and  motion  was  lost.  Moved  by  Watson  of 
Mississippi  that  the  convention  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  for  ' 
five  minutes  to  discuss  merchandise  manufactured  by  the  Staunton 
Novelty  Company ;  motion  seconded  and  carried.  Vice-President 
Bryan  took  the  chair.    The  full  time  was  spent  in  the  discussion  of 
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paraphernalia  of  various  kinds  including-  lapel  favors,  arm  bands,  and 
caps,  manufactured  by  the  Staunton  Novelty  Company. 

Vice  President  Denisen  again  resumed  the  chair  when  the  5 
minutes  had  expired. 

Moved  by  Belcher  of  Georgia  that  the  organization  not  authorize 
the  Staunton  Novelty  Company  to  manufacture  the  additional  arm 
band,  cap,  or  lapel  favor;  motion  seconded.  Moved  by  Kinsey  of 
Illinois  that  the  motion  be  amended  by  adding  the  words,  "except  the 
favors."  amendment  carried ;  the  motion  as  amended  to  the  effect 
that  the  Staunton  Novelty  Company  be  authorized  to  add  no  mer- 
chandise with  the  exception  of  the  lapel  favors  at  10  cents  each  was 
carried. 

The  chair  then  declared  the  convention  open  under  the  heading  of 
committee  reports. 

Belcher  of  Georgia  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
State  Association  Awards  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

House  of  California  presented  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Makamson  of  Mississippi  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Convention  Exhibits  and  moved  the  adoption  of  his  report ;  motion 
seconded  and  carried. 

Kaup  of  Kansas  presented  the  report  of  the  Scrap  Book  Com- 
mittee and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Allred  of  Utah  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Chapter 
Libraries  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion  seconded 
and  carried. 

Paul  of  Iowa  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Speaking  Contest  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion 
seconded  and  carried. 

Stewart  of  Montana  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Emblem  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted ;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Walter  of  North  Dakota  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Leadership  Training  Schools  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Wirth  of  Nebraska  presented  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted ;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Fitzpatrick  of  Alabama  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  and  moved  that  the  report  be 
adopted;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 
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Scruggs  of  Texas  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
vention Entertainment  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted ;  motion 
seconded.  Following  a  discussion,  Jagels  of  Idaho  moved  that  the 
report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  in  order  to  reword  it;  mo- 
tion seconded  and  carried. 

Copenhaver  of  Virginia  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  American  Farmer  Degree  Applications  and  moved  that  the  report 
be  adopted ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Sisk  of  Arkansas  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Owl 
and  Coveralls  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted ;  motion  seconded. 
Moved  by  Elliott  of  Texas  that  the  convention  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  for  five  minutes.  Motion  seconded  but  lost.  Bob  Romack, 
Editor  of  the  American  Farm  Youth,  and  Mr.  Tolan  of  the  Universal 
Uniform  Company  furnished  information  regarding  the  owl  and 
coveralls.    Motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  carried. 

Matts  of  Minnesota  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Chapter  Contests  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion 
seconded  and  carried. 

Maynard  of  Oklahoma  presented  the  report  of  the  Radio  Com- 
mittee and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Hunt  of  Tennesssee  presented  the  report  of  the  Rising  Sun  Com- 
mittee and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Scruggs  of  Texas  presented  the  revised  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Convention  Entertainment  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted; 
motion  seconded  and  carried. 

The  chair  then  declared  the  convention  open  under  the  heading 
of  new  business.    Vice-President  Bryan  resumed  the  chair. 

Tentative  banquet  contributions  for  the  1941  convention  were 
offered  by  delegates  representing  the  States  indicated  as  follows : 

Texas  Grapefruit  and  black-eyed  peas  *^ 

Minnesota   . Butter  ^ 

North  Dakota Potatoes  ^ 

Florida Persian  Limes  V 

Ohio    Buckeyes  ^ 

Arkansas   Rice  ^. 

Oregon Candied  cherries  and  candied  apricots  ^ 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  Delegate  Walter  of  North  Dakota 
was  recognized.  Walter  moved  that  the  Student  Secretary  make  a 
list  of  all  names  and  addresses  of  members  of  collegiate  chapters ; 
motion  lost  for  want  of  a  second. 

The  next  item  of  business  was  the  matter  of  the  use  of  Past 
National   Officer   pins.     Jagels   of   Idaho   moved   that    Past   National 
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Officers  Pins  be  presented  not  only  to  boy  officers  but  also  to  adult 
officers  entitled  to  them ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Visek  of  Nebraska  that  the  national  organization  go 
on  record  as  not  favoring  an  official  reporter's  book ;  motion  seconded 
and  carried. 

Fitzpatrick  of  Alabama  moved  that  the  convention  go  on  record 
as  favoring  the  offering  of  small  prizes  for  talent  night,  but  not  to  be 
responsible  for  the  expenses  of  the  boys  who  come  to  perform  on 
talent  night,  held  in  connection  with  the  national  convention ;  motion 
seconded  but  not  carried. 

Paul  of  Iowa  moved  that*  the  convention  recess  until  1:30; 
seconded  and  carried.    Meeting  recessed  at  12:00. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  14th,  1940 

Afternoon  Session 

The  meeting  opened  at  1 :35  p.  m.  with  Vice-President  Spieker- 
man  presiding. 

Delegate  substitutions  were  made. 

The  chair  then  declared  the  meeting  open  under  the  heading  of 
new  business. 

Motion  by  Watson  of  Mississippi  that  all  unfinished  business  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  with  full  power  to  act;  motion 
seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Elliott  of  Texas 
moved  that  a  national  loan  fund  for  financing  of  worthy  members  not 
be  attempted  nationally ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it.  was  moved 
by  Thomas  of  Maryland  that  the  organization  not  try  to  have  an 
exhibit  at  the  American  Royal  grounds ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Fitzgerald  of  Missouri  that  the  national  organization  take  no  steps 
to  provide  motion  picture  libraries,  but  encourage  State  and  local 
development  of  films,  or  motion  pictures ;  motion  seconded  and 
carried. 

Moved  by  Belcher  of  Georgia  that  the  convention  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  for  five  minutes ;  seconded  and  carried.  Vice- 
President  Bryan  assumed  the  chair  and  the  full  time  was  spent  in 
discussion  of  officer  travel. 

Vice-President  Spiekerman  again  resumed  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Fitzpatrick  of  Alabama  that  the  convention  go  on 
record  as  favoring  more  officer  travel  within  the  States ;  motion 
seconded.  Allred  of  Utah  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended  to  the 
effect  that   information   concerning  advisable   methods   of  providing 
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officer  travel  be  arranged;  motion  seconded  and  carried;  motion  as 
amended  carried. 

Moved  by  Hawkins  of  Oregon  that  a  "John  Doe"  application  for 
the  American  Farmer  Degree  be  sent  to  every  chapter  through  the 
State  advisers ;  motion  seconded.  Sisk  of  Arkansas  moved  to  amend 
the  motion,  that  "John  Doe"  applications  be  sent  to  every  chapter 
in  the  national  organization  for  this  year  and  until  changes  are  made 
in  the  application  that  no  such  applications  be  sent  out;  motion 
seconded  and  amendment  carried ;  the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

Thomas  of  Maryland  moved  that  the  organization  make  a  greater 
use  and  display  of  F.  F.  A.  articles  which  are  furnished  by  various 
official  companies ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Makamson  of 
Mississippi  moved  that  the  organization  encourage  greater  pride  in 
personal  appearance  during  trips  and  conventions ;  motion  seconded 
and  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Howland  of  Con-     / 
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necticut  moved  that  the  delegation  go  on  record  as  favoring  a  closer 
watch  being  kept  on  boys  selling  under  the  name  of  the  F.  F.  A.  and 
that  F.  F.  A.  credentials  be  demanded  of  boys  selling  things  in  various 
States ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Vice-President  Denisen  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  was  moved 
by  Thomas  of  Maryland  that  the  organization  go  on  record  as  favor- 
ing and  encouraging  leadership  training  more  extensively  in  the 
F.  F.  A.  work  throughout  the  country ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Belcher  of  Georgia  moved  that  the  space  for  State  exhibits  be 
kept  the  same  as  before ;  motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Miller  of  Utah  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Program 
of  Work  and  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  National  Board  of  Trustees  be  empowered  to  make  any 
moderate  changes  or  additions  as  necessary;  motion  seconded  and  re- 
port adopted. 

The  Executive-Secretary  announced  that  the  1941  convention 
would  very  likely  be  during  the  week  of  October  18,  1941. 

Moved  by  Paul  of  Iowa  that  the  various  States  be  requested  X.o\  J/W 
send  in  information  to  be  taken  up  at  the  national  convention  to  the 
National  Board  of  Trustees;  motion  seconded.  Belcher  of  Georgia 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  business  be  sent 
in  at  least  a  month  before  the  time  for  the  1941  convention.  Motion 
seconded  and  carried;  motion  carried  as  amended. 

The  Executive  Secretary  then  presented  the  national  budget  for 
the  coming  year.    Walter  of  North   Dakota  moved  that  the   report 
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1940-41  NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  Seated,  left  to  right:  Second  Vice- 
President  Frank  Hill  of  Montgomery,  Vermont;  President  Harold 
Prichard  of  Booneville,  Miss;  First  Vice-President  Roy  Hunt  of  Vine 
Grove,  Ky.  Standing  left  to  right :  Fourth  Vice-President  James  Gunter 
of  Claude,  Texas;  Student  Secretary  Earl  Walter  of  Starkweather, 
North  Dakota;  Third  Vice-President  Henrie  Miller  of  Manti,  Utah; 
Adviser  J.  A.  Linke;  and  Exec.  Secretary  W.  A.  Ross.  {Treasurer 
Henry  Groseclose  absent) 


be  adopted  as  presented; 
as  adopted  is  as  follows : 


motion  seconded  and  carried.    The  budget 


NATIONAL  BUDGET  FOR  1940-41 

(From  the  close  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention  and  after  all 

items  chargeable  to  the   1939-40  year  have  been  paid,  to  the 

close   of   the   Fourteenth   National   Convention,   including 

all  expenses  incurred  during  this  period.) 

1.  Travel  of  National  Officers,  Designated  Officials  and 
Specified  Representatives,  (to  include  national  conven- 
tion, meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  one  meeting  of 
the  Advisory  Council,  regional  conferences,  regional 
public    speaking   contests,    special   meetings,    visits    to 

States,  and  other  authorized  officer  travel) $  4,700.00 

2.  Fourteenth  National  Convention,  (for  delegate  ex- 
pense, supplies,  programs,  new  equipment,  special  en- 
tertainment, exhibits,  decorations,  official  bands,  pub- 
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licity,  special  clerical  and  stenographic   help,  building 

service,  and  other  general  expenses) 4,900.00 

3.  American  Farmer  Keys  1,080.00 

4.  National  Prizes,  Awards  and  Exhibits,  (to  include  past 
officer  pins,  Star  Farmer  medal,  public  speaking  con- 
test expense,  chapter  contest  awards,  State  association 
awards,  prizes  for  national  vocational  judging  contests, 
special  awards,  participation  certificates,  and  expense 

in  connection  with  the  national  exhibit) 2,800.00 

5.  Printing,  (to  include  officer  stationery,  report  forms, 
notifications  to  States,  contest  rules,  American  Farmer 
applications,  Proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  convention, 
special    publications,    printed    supplies    distributed    to 

States  and  similar  items)   2,500.00 

6.  National  Radio  Program,  (to  assist  in  defraying  ex- 
penses of  representatives  of  State  associations  to  Na- 
tional Broadcasting  Company  key  stations ;  to  pro- 
vide special  talent  when  necessary ;  to  maintain  quality 

and  encourage  State  and  local  radio  activities)  600.00 

7.  National  Office,  (to  include  purchase  of  necessary  sup- 
plies and  small  equipment;  pay  necessary  postage  and 
shipping  charges ;  pay  necessary  telephone  and  tele- 
graph expenses;  provide  publicity  materials,  and  other 
similar  miscellaneous   expenses   incurred   in   operating 

the  national  F.  F.  A.  office)  800.00 

8.  Clerical  Assistance  and  Clerical  Equipment,  (for  the 
National  Executive  Secretary  and  National  Treasurer 

as  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  organization)..       4,000.00 

9.  National  F.  F.  A.  Camp,  (for  development  work)  10,000.00 

Total  $31,380.00 

President  Kindschi  resumed  the  chair  and  gave  a  brief  address 
as  retiring  president. 

Wing  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption;  seconded  and  carried.  There  being 
no  further  nominations  from  the  floor  the  following  Officers  were 
elected  on  the  unanimous  ballot  cast  by  the  Student  Secretary : 

PRESIDENT— Harold  Prichafd,  Booneville,  Mississippi. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT— Roy  Hunt,  Vine  Grove,  Kentucky. 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT— Frank  Hill,   Montgomery,  Vermont. 

THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT— Henrie  Miller,  Manti,  Utah. 

FOURTH  VICE-PRESIDENT James  Gunter,  Conway,  Texas. 
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STUDENT  SECRETARY— Earl  Walter,  Starkweather,  N.  Dakota. 

ADVISER— J.  A.  Linke,  Washington,  D.  C. 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY— W.  A.  Ross,  Washington,  D.  C. 

TREASURER — Henry  C.  Groseclose,  Blacksburg,  Virginia. 

The  incoming  national  officers  were  brought  to  the  stage  and 
signed  the  scroll. 

Brief  addresses  were  then  given  by  the  incoming  officers  and 
farewells  were  said  by  the  retiring  officers.  Short  talks  were  made 
by  Mr.  Linke  and  Mr.  Ross. 

As  his  first  official  act,  President-elect  Prichard  presented  each 
of  the  retiring  officers  with  official  past  national  officer  pins. 

Delegate  Curet  of  Puerto  Rico  passed  out  souvenirs  from  the 
Puerto  Rico  Association.  Howland  of  Connecticut  moved  that  the 
convention  thank  the  Puerto  Rican  delegation  for  the  favors ;  motion 
seconded  and  carried. 

The  convention  adjourned  at  4:45  p.  m.  with  the  closing  ceremony. 
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THE  GAVEL  PASSES 

Outgoing  President  Ivan  Kindschi,  1939-40,  turns  it  over  to  incoming 

President  Harold  Prichard,  1940-41. 


Committee  Reports 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AMERICAN  FARMER 
APPLICATIONS 

We,  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  American  Farmer  Degree 
Applications,  recommend  that  the  revision  of  the  old  1940  application 
form,  as  outlined  and  explained  by  the  Executive  Secretary  be  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  with  full  power  to  act  on  the  application  as  they 
see  fit. 

We  believe  that  very  careful  consideration  needs  to  be  given  to  such 
a  matter  before  any  changes  are  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  L.  CARTER,  JR.,  Tennessee 

MARCOS  CURET,  Puerto  Rico 

GILBERT  HARDEE,  South  Carolina 

ROBERT  CRAIG,  Pennsylvania 

ROBERT  L.   COPENHAVER,  Va.,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  have  carefully  reviewed 
the  Treasurer's  records  for  the  year  1939-40  and  do  find  same  to  contain 
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a  true  and  correct  record  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  national 
organization  of  Future  Farmers  of  America  for  the  above  period.  The 
records  as  kept  by  Treasurer  Groseclose  are  accurate,  neat,  in  excellent 
condition,  and  have  been  duly  examined  and  signed  by  a  qualified  auditor. 

Respectfully    submitted, 
WILLARD    VISEK,    Nebraska 
JOHN   BRISSEY,   New   Mexico 
WILLIAM   CRINKLAW,   California 
LYLE    FITZGERALD,    Missouri 
ELLIS   R.   WATSON,   Mississippi 
RAYMOND    MARTELL,    New    Hampshire 
ROY   H.    HUNT,    Kentucky,    Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHAPTER  CONTEST 

Your  committee  on  the  National  Chapter  Contest  has  carefully  exam- 
ined the  annual  report  forms,  the  score  sheets,  and  the  method  of  pre- 
senting the  awards  for  1939-40  and  has  found  them  satisfactory  with  minor 
changes  for  1940-41. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DONALD  BAHL,  North  Dakota 
WILBUR  THOMAS,  Maryland 
THELBERT  BOYKIN,  North  Carolina 
LESLIE  MATTS,  Minnesota,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHAPTER  LIBRARIES 

We,  the  Committee  on  Chapter  Libraries,  do  recommend : 

1.  That  all  chapters  have  a  library  consisting  of  at  least  2  books  for 
every  five  members. 

2.  That  these  books  be  selected  from  the  list  recommended  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

3.  That  all  chapters  purchase  at  least  one  book  for  every  ten  members 
each  year. 

4.  That  inspirational  books  on  F.  F.  A.  be  included  in  the  property 
of  each  chapter  library. 

5.  That  the  library  books  be  available  to  chapter  members  at  all  times. 

6.  That  a  model  library  consisting  of  F.   F.  A.  material  be  on  ex- 
hibition at  each  State  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  GUM,  West  Virginia 

JULIUS  ENEBOE,  South  Dakota 

CLIFTON  SMITH,  Indiana 

DON  STEFFEN,  Washington 

LEO  BROWN,  Oklahoma 

WELLS  M.  ALLRED,  Utah,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONVENTION 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Your  Committee  on  National  Convention  Entertainment  recommends 
that  the  following  forms  and  limitations  be  applied  to  such  entertainment 
used  in  connection  with  the  regular  Talent  Night  performance. 

Forms  Limitations 

1.  String  Band  3  numbers 

2.  Brass   Band   . 3  numbers 

3.  Singing   (Individuals  or  groups)   2  numbers 

4.  Hog  calling  1  time   (except  in  finals) 

5.  Skits   10  minutes 

6.  Readings  or  impersonations  10  minutes 

We  also  recommend  certificates  of  participation  be  awarded  to  each 
Talent  Night  participant  by  the  national  organization  of  F.  F.  A. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  JORDAN,  Idaho 
GENTRY  LEE,  Kentucky 
C.  G.  SCRUGGS,  Texas,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONVENTION  EXHIBITS 

Your  Committee  on  Convention  Exhibits  recommends  that  no  change 
be  made  for  the  coming  year   (1940-41)   but  that  each  State  association 
make  a  special  effort  to  be  represented  with  an  exhibit  in  the  Little  Theatre 
of  the  Municipal  Auditorium  at  the  1941  Convention. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
BILL  GAY,  Wyoming 
JOHN  W.  SHAFFER,  Pennsylvania 
LEO  LINDSEY,  New  York 
C.  W.   MAKAMSON,   Mississippi,   Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EMBLEM 

We,  as  a  committee,  recommend  the  restriction  of  the  use  of   the 
national  F.  F.  A.  emblem  in  the  following  instances : 

1.  It  shall  not  appear  in  any  way  on  farm  commodities. 

2.  It  shall  not  be  used  for  unscrupulous  advertising. 

3.  It  shall  not  appear  on  any  merchandise  except  that  manufactured 
by  officially  designated  F.  F.  A.  concerns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  L.  HILL,  Vermont 

J.  ROBERT  RUSSELL,  Virginia 

NEIL  WRIGHT,  Washington 

VERL  HENDRIX,  Nevada 

IRVIN  NATHLICH,  Iowa 

GEORGE  STEWART,  Montana,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

We,  the  Committee  on  Leadership  Training  recommend : 

1.  That  as  many  States  as  possible  hold  leadership  training  schools 
or  conferences  each  year. 

2.  That  the  principal  leaders  in  such  schools  or  conferences  be: 

(a)  Executive  Secretary  of  F.  F.  A. 

(b)  One  of  the  national  student  officers. 

(c)  State  officers  and  advisers. 

3.  That  States  be  divided  into  several  sections  as  far  as  possible  so 
that  the  leaders  may  work  with  smaller  groups. 

4.  That  the  main  items  discussed  include: 

(a)  Duties  and  qualifications  of  officers. 

(b)  Election  of  chapter  officers. 

(c)  Development  of  a  program  of  work. 

(d)  Parliamentary  procedure. 

5.  That  a  State  officer  preside  over  these  meetings  in  cooperation 
with  the  State  Adviser,  assisting  and  directing  the  conference. 

6.  That  State-wide  leadership  training  schools  and  conferences  be 
at  least  3  days  long. 

7.  That  all  State  associations  make  provision  in  their  program  of 
work  for  leadership  training  work. 

8.  That  member  discussion,  group  singing,  and  original  entertain- 
ment be  stressed  at  each  leadership  school  and  conference  held. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  ELLIOTT,  Texas 

HARLEY  O'DONNELL,  Montana 

JOE  HYDE,  Missouri 

EARL  WALTER,  North  Dakota,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

We,  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  for  1940-41  national  officers  of 
the  Future  Farmers  of  America  submit  the  following  slate  of  candidates 
for  the  delegates'  consideration: 

President D.  Harold  Prichard,  Booneville,  Mississippi. 

First  Vice-President Roy  H.  Hunt,  Vine  Grove,  Kentucky. 

Second  Vice-President Frank  L.  Hill,  Montgomery,  Vermont 

Third  Vice-President Henrie  L.  Miller,  Manti,  Utah 

Fourth  Vice-President James  H.  Gunter,  Conway,  Texas 

Student  Secretary Earl  E.  Walter,  Starkweather,  N.  Dakota 

Executive  Secretary Mr.  W.  A.  Ross,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Treasurer Mr.  Henry  C.  Groseclose,  Blacksburg,  Virginia 

Adviser Mr.  J.  A.  Linke,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
HERSCHEL  SMITH,  Maine 
KENNETH  HOLSTEIN,  Minnesota 
ROBERT  FISK,  New  York 
JOHN  LABORDE,  Louisiana 
LOUIS  BERGEVIN,  Nevada 
TAYLOR  DODSON,  North  Carolina 
FRANK  WING,  Wisconsin,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OWL  AND  COVERALLS 

After  careful  consideration  regarding  the  advisability  of  standard- 
izing on  an  owl  to  be  supplied  as  a  part  of  official  F.  F.  A.  paraphernalia, 
we,  the  committee,  recommend  that  national  organization  of  F.  F.  A.  ac- 
cept the  owl  displayed  by  Chapter  Supply  Company  of  Danville,  Illinois. 
The  price  of  this  owl  is  to  be  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  A  lower  price  of  $3.15 
will  be  made  on  orders  of  ten  or  more  by  any  one  person. 

With  regard  to  the  matter  of  supplying  official  coveralls,  we  find,  after 
careful  consideration,  that  the  price  of  the  coveralls  makes  them  too  ex- 
pensive to  be  practical. 

We,  the  committee,  therefore  recommend  that  the  national  organiza- 
tion provide  the  owl  as  official  and  not  accept  the  coveralls. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LAURENCE  LONGACRE,  Colorado 
HARRY  HOROWITZ,  New  Jersey 
MARTIN  ABLES,  Alabama 
PAUL  CAZIER,  Wyoming 
JOHN  FOLKS,  Florida 
ART  CLEMONS,  New  York 
IRVIN  NATHLICH,  Iowa 
MARVIN  JAGELS,  Idaho 
ROBERT  McCREIGHT,  Arizona 
GEORGE  SISK,  Arkansas,  Chairman 


V 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PROCEEDINGS 

We,  the  Committee  on  Proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Con- 
vention of  the  F.  F.  A.,  present  the  following  report  and  recommendations 
based  on  the  reactions  obtained  from  delegates,  a  review  of  previous  pro- 
ceedings, and  on  the  new  information  at  hand : 

1.     That  the  publication  of  the  Proceedings  be  continued  and  that 
the  following  additions  be  made  in  the  1940  edition : 

a.  Include  a  picture  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention  in 
session. 

b.  Include  a  picture  of  all  national  public  speakers  of  the  year. 
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2.  That  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Con- 
vention be  completed  by  March  1,  1941. 

3.  That  only  the  records  of  the  Star  American  Farmers  and  the  Star 
Regional  Farmers  be  included. 

4.  That  the  reports  of  all  national  officers  be  included. 

5.  That  pictures  of  honorary  American  Farmers  of  the  year  be  in- 
cluded, if  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  D.  PITTMAN,  Florida 

JOHN  LABORDE,  Louisiana 

HOWARD  CHAPPUIS,  JR.,  Connecticut 

BRUCE  PETERSON,  Colorado 

L.  C.  FITZPATRICK,  Alabama,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

We,  the  Committee  on  the  National  Public  Speaking  Contest, 
thoroughly  considered  the  present  rules  and  regulations  governing  this 
event  and  find  them  satisfactory  with  minor  changes  for  1940-41. 

One  fault,  that  of  the  percentage  of  participation  in  the  various  States, 
was  found  and  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  on  State  Association  Awards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LAWRENCE  JOHNSON,  Oregon 
LEO  REICH,  Michigan 
HOOSAKU  FURUMOTO,  Hawaii 
ALFRED  ELLIOT,  Maine 
MARVIN   PAUL,  Iowa,   Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  RADIO  PROGRAM 

We,  the  Committee  on  the  National  Radio  Program,  recommend : 

1.  That  the  monthly  programs  in  cooperation  with  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  be  continued. 

2.  That  the  theme  for  the  year  be :  "Old  Farms  and  Ranches,"  as 
adopted  by  the  delegates  of  the  12th  National  Convention  and 
that  the  further  development  of  this  theme  be  kept  in  harmony 
with  F.  F.  A.  principles. 

3.  That  the  traveling  expenses  of  State  representatives  participating 
be  paid  by  the  national  organization  of  F.  F.  A.  The  expense  is 
not  to  exceed  $50  per  State,  per  broadcast. 

4.  That  the  date  remain  the  same  as  last  year — the  second  Monday 
of  each  month. 

5.  That  State  associations  and  local  chapters  send  comments  and 
expressions  of  appreciation  on  the  programs  .to  the  N.  B.  C.  fol- 
lowing each  broadcast. 
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6.  That  the  main  features  be:  Music  by  the  U.  S.  Army  Band,  the 
F.  F.  A.  Flashes  by  the  National  Executive  Secretary,  and  special 
presentations  by  various  States. 

7.  That  State  advisers  secure  old  farm  and  ranch  information  for 
National  F.  F.  A.  Radio  Programs  from  local  chapters  and  send 
this  information  to  National  F.  F.  A.  headquarters. 

8.  That  the  National  Executive  Secretary  select  radio  material  as 
he  sees  fit,  and  have  as  many  different  States  appear  on  the  radio 
as  possible. 

9.  That  announcements  be  sent  to  local  chapter  advisers  by  State 
advisers  indicating  dates,  programs,  features,  and  the  like. 

10.  That  State  associations  encourage  local  chapters  to  present  radio 
programs  and  to  suggest  their  best  talent  to  the  National  Execu- 
tive Secretary  for  possible  use  on  National  Radio  Program. 

11.  That  $600.00  be  set  aside  in  the  new  national  budget  to  bring 
participants  to  N.  B.  C.  key  stations  and  to  secure  special  talent 
for  programs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  CREEK,  Ohio 

ANTONIO  DOMINGUEZ,  Puerto  Rico 

JOE  STEWART,  South  Carolina 

CECIL  MAYNARD,  Oklahoma,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

We,  the  Committee  of  Resolutions  for  1940,  on  behalf  of  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America,  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  following  organizations,  groups  and  individuals  contributing  to  the 
success  of  our  organization,  and  especially  to  the  Thirteenth  National 
Convention : 

1.  To  the  1940  national  officers  of  the  F.  F.  A.  and  the  Thirteenth 
National  Convention  Committees  for  their  brilliant  leadership 
and  individual  effort  in  making  this  year  and  this  Convention 
the  best  in  the  history  of  the  organization. 

2.  To  the  members  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  and  the  Kan- 
sas City  Advisory  Committee  for  their  splendid  work  in  making 
this  year  another  historic  milestone  in  the  progress  of  the  F.F.A. 

3.  To  the  business  men,  City  officials,  and  management  of  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  of  Kansas  City  for  their  efforts  in  making 
this  most  enjoyable  trip  to  Kansas  City  possible,  and  for  the 
various  services  given. 

4.  To  all  past  national  officers  giving  their  time  and  effort  in  con- 
nection with  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention. 

5.  To  the  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the 
courtesies  provided  and  especially  for  the  general  vocational 
banquet. 
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6.  To  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  for  making  possible  the 
continuance  of  the  regular  second-Monday  National  F.  F.  A. 
broadcast  as  a  part  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

7.  To  Mr.  W.  E.  Drips,  Agricultural  Director  of  the  N.  B.  C.  for 
his  special  radio  assistance ;  also  to  Mr.  Everett  Mitchell  for  both 
his  assistance  with  the  F.  F.  A.  broadcasts  and  for  serving  as 
master  of  ceremonies  for  various  occasions  during  our  Thir- 
teenth National  Convention. 

8.  To  the  Agricultural  Education  Magazine,  The  Agricultural 
Leaders'  Digest,  American  Farm  Youth,  and  other  magazines 
maintaining  sections  devoted  to  F.  F.  A.  activities. 

9.  To  the  Georgia  Association  of  F.  F.  A.  and  Sears  and  Roebuck 
Company  for  their  motion-picture  production,  "The  Green 
Hand." 

10.  To  Swift  and  Company  for  the  continued  donation  of  pictures 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  to  local  chapters  and  for  their 
special  educational  exhibit  provided  at  the  K.  C.  Stockyards. 

11.  To  the  John  Deere  Company  for  the  continued  donation  of  min- 
iature plows  to  local  chapters. 

12.  To  the  various  railroads  encouraging  F.  F.  A.  efforts  and  offer- 
ing valuable  educational  awards. 

13.  To  the  States  visited  by  our  national  officers  for  their  assistance 
in  making  possible  these  trips. 

14.  To  Mr.  W.  A.  Cochel  and  the  Weekly  Kansas  Star  for  the  in- 
creased liberal  support  in  providing  appropriate  prizes  to  "Star 
Farmer  s." 

15.  To  the  Minnesota  and  Texas  State  F.  F.  A.  bands;  also  to  the 
various  states  sponsoring  groups  and  individuals  who  furnished 
us  with  delightful  entertainment  of  various  kinds  during  our 
Thirteenth  National  Convention. 

16.  To  the  various  F.  F.  A.  State  associations  for  their  interesting 
and  attractive  exhibits  placed  in  the  Little  Theatre. 

17.  To  the  various  F.  F.  A.  associations  for  supplying  individual  tal- 
ent of  many  kinds  and  for  donating  articles  of  food  contributing 
to  the  success  of  the  general  vocational  banquet. 

18.  To  the  judges  of  the  National  Public  Speaking  Contest. 

19.  To  the  judges  of  the  National  Chapter  Contest. 

20.  To  the  judges  on  Star  Farmer  Awards. 

21.  To  the  judges  on  State  Association  Awards. 

22.  To  other  donors  of  prizes  not  previously  mentioned. 

23.  To  other  publications  not  previously  mentioned. 
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24.  To  all  convention  speakers. 

25.  To  all  other  individuals  serving  the  F.  F.  A.  and  assisting  with 
the  Thirteenth  National  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  NEWMAN,  Ohio 

WENDELL  EARLE,  Vermont 

LARRY  ZEHNER,  Ohio 

JEROME  WIRTH,  Nebraska,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RISING  SUN 

We,  the  Rising  Sun  Committee,  wish  to  report  that  no  satisfactory 
rising  sun  for  chapter  use  has  been  found  and  that  the  ones  suggested 
will  cost  too  much  to  be  practical. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  local  chapters  of  F.  F.  A.  continue  to 
use  the  official  felt  banner  or  such  other  rising  sun  equipment  as  has  been 
found  suitable,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  report  on  any  practical 
suggestions  obtained  at  the  next  convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
WAYNE  HUNT,  Tennessee 
CHARLES  KINSEY,  Illinois 
ALPHA  FOWLER,  Georgia,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SCRAPBOOK 

We,  the  Committee  on  Official  Scrapbooks,  recommend  that  we  con- 
tinue with  the  use  of  the  present  scrapbook  which  is  available  from  the 
French-Bray  Printing  Company,  Baltimore,   Md. 

We  further  recommend  that  each  State  Association  and  local  chapter 
cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent  by  keeping  an  Official  Scrapbook. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
MILO  WILLIS,  Arizona 
J.  WALTER  DAWSON,  Arkansas 
JOE  GIACOMINI,  California 
ROBERT  B.  WALKER,  Delaware 
RAYMOND  KAUP,  Kansas,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STATE  ASSOCIATION  AWARDS 

We,  the  State  Association  Awards  Committee,  recommend  that  no 
major  changes  be  made  in  the  present  system  of  determining  the  annual 
classification  of  State  associations. 

We  recommend,  however,  that  each  State  association  submit  as  a  part 
of  their  annual  report  a  detailed  budget  to  include,  among  other  things,  such 
items  as  the  following : 
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1.  Estimated  income 

2.  Estimated  and  actual  expenditures  for: 

Officer  travel 

Officer  communication 

Equipment  and  supplies 

Printing 

State  convention 

State  camp 

State  publication 

Leadership  training 

Publicity 

Radio  programs 

Exhibits,  Shows,  and  Fairs 

Prizes  and  awards 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  PERCIVAL,  JR.,  New  Mexico 

ALAN  HOWLAND,  Connecticut 

KENNETH  MOTZ,  Colorado 

HAROLD  KELLER,  Indiana 

PENNEWILL  ISAACS,  Delaware 

MILO  WILLIS,  Arizona 

M.  H.  BELCHER,  Georgia,  Chairman 
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Special  Convention  Reports 

The  following  special  reports  were  made  by  the  National  Executive 
Secretary  during  the  13th  National  Convention  as  indicated  in  the  Minutes. 
(vSee  page  13.) 

1U  A/et*  4.   4.   /7.  Manned 

As  all  of  you  are  fully  aware,  the  revision  of  the  Official  F.  F.  A. 
Manual  has  been  under  way  for  some  time.  For  the  past  three  years  the 
National  Board  of  Trustees  has  been  charged  with  the  responsibility  for 
seeing  that  this  undertaking  was  carried  to  completion. 

The  gathering  of  suitable  materials  and  ideas  for  revision  has,  of 
course,  gone  on  since  the  first  Manual  was  released  in  1929.  Your  Execu- 
tive Secretary  has  kept  a  file  on. suggested  changes  and  additions  which  ap- 
peared desirable,  over  a  period  of  years.  Some  ideas  came  and  went,  some 
stayed.  New  things  accumulated  out  of  our  experience.  A  special  notifica- 
tion was  sent  to  the  State  F.  F.  A.  advisers  a  few  months  ago  in  a  last 
effort  to  consolidate  good  ideas  on  a  new  Manual.  The  finished  product 
includes  the  best  thinking  of  members,  officers,  advisers,  specialists  in  var- 
ious fields,  and  friends  of  the  organization. 

May  I  call  attention,  first,  to  the  new  cover  which  improves  the  gen- 
eral appearance  of  the  Manual.  Note  the  two-tone  effect  on. front  and  back. 
The  Manual  is  easily  distinguished  anywhere.  Note  also  the  increase  in 
size  from  76  pages  to  92  pages  at  no  advance  in  price.  The  title  page  also 
gives  a  scale  of  prices  which  makes  it  economical  to  buy  in  quantities.  The 
paper  stock  remains  the  same. 

A  general  change  in  style  should  be  pointed  out.  All  ceremonies,  con- 
stitutions, and  similar  material  is  set  up  in  double  column;  all  descriptive 
matter  runs  full  page  width.  This  makes  sections  more  easily  found  and 
more  easily  understood  when  found.  The  body  of  the  Manual  is  set  in 
small  type  in  order  to  conserve  space.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  get  this 
publication  too  large  and  bulky.  I  feel  that  keeping  it  to  a  reasonable  size 
is  absolutely  necessary.  In  order  to  do  that  only  the  organization  essentials 
stated  in  concise  words  can  be  admitted.  It  was  a  real  task  to  accomplish 
this. 

On  page  6  will  be  found  a  complete  list  of  State  associations  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  chartered.  "How  the  Organization  Operates" 
is  also  entirely  new.  Note  the  "Purposes"  and  "Creed"  in  boxes  on  facing 
pages  10  and  11.  The  "Salute"  and  "Motto"  are  now  plainly  set  out  on 
page  12. 

The  "National  Constitution,"  as  amended  and  revised  in  1939,  appears 
on  pages  13-21.  The  new  or  changed  sections  therein  appear  in  italics. 
A  sample  local  chapter  constitution  appears  on  page  24.  The  sample  State 
association  constitution  was  deleted  in  favor  of  one  for  the  local  chapter. 

"Seven  Essentials  of  a  Good  Chapter"  on  page  26  are  worthy  of  any 
member's  careful  consideration.    Out  of  my  experience  as  Executive  Sec- 
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retary,  these  are  the  things  which  to  my  way  of  thinking  are  paramount. 
Every  chapter  is  doing  a  satisfactory  job  if  it  can  answer  "Yes"  to  these 
seven  essentials. 

Closely  coupled  with  these  essentials  is  the  section  on  "Some  Duties 
and  Responsibilities  of  Chapter  Officers,"  also  new.  No  excuse  now  for 
any  officer  failing  to  know  what  is  expected  of  him. 

"Building  and  Carrying  Out  a  Chapter  Program  of  Work"  starting 
on  page  31  is  also  a  new  and  very  important  section.  We  shall  hope  for 
better  programs  of  work  now  in  all  parts  of  the  country  with  this  assistance. 

Note  that  "Financing  Chapter  Activities"  is  given  a  similar  treatment. 
This  should  prove  invaluable  when  studied  in  connection  with  the  "Pro- 
gram of  Work"  section. 

"Keeping  Chapter  Records"  on  page  36  is  new.  It  should  do  much 
to  call  to  the  attention  not  only  the  need  for  records  but  the  kind  that  are 
needed. 

On  page  38  a  very  radical  change  has  been  made  in  room  arrangement, 
for  chapter  meetings.  The  Reporter,  Treasurer,  and  Adviser  stations  have 
been  shifted.  The  primary  reason  is  to  place  the  Reporter  and  the  Flag 
to  the  right  of  the  President  or  platform  speaker  and  to  make  the  salute 
in  the  closing  ceremony  more  effective.  In  the  old  arrangement  the  mem- 
bers had  to  turn  around  to  salute  the  Flag.  We  feel  this  new  arrangement 
is  much  superior  to  the  old  one. 

"Planning  Chapter  Meetings,"  page  39,  is  another  new  section  which 
is  self-explanatory.  Note  the  "Order  of  Business"  on  page  40  which  cor- 
responds to  the  order  appearing  in  the  Official  Secretary's  Book.  This 
same  thing  applies  to  the  section  on  thrift  bank  operation  on  page  70 
because  it  harmonizes  with  the  plan  described  in  the  Official  Treasurer's 
Book. 

"Fourteen  Points  on  Chapter  Operation"  are  worthy  of  real  study 
in  every  one  of  the  6900  local  chapters  of  F.  F.  A.  They  constitute  what 
I  call  a  "yardstick"  for  measuring  chapter  efficiency. 

Parliamentary  procedure  has  been  improved  by  the  explanation  of 
terms  on  pages  44-48. 

Now  for  the  ceremonies  beginning  on  page  49.  These  have  all  been 
refined,  shortened,  and  smoothed  out.  The  awkward  places  have  been  elim- 
inated just  as  far  as  possible.  The  "Second  Degree"  ceremony  has  been 
cut  considerably.  The  parts  taken  by  the  various  officers  have  been  simi- 
larly worded  in  each  of  the  four  degree  ceremonies.  This  should  make 
for  easier  learning.  Note  the  new  "Ceremony  for  Installing  Officers"  on 
page  64. 

"Building  a  Chapter  Library"  is  new.  See  page  72.  The  same  is  true 
of  the  section  on  "Radio"  page  74,  and  that  on  the  "American  Flag"  on 
page  76. 
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"Collegiate  Chapters"  have  never  had  a  place  in  our  Manual  before. 
They  deserve  it.  We  hope  this  addition  will  help  them  to  turn  out  better 
trained  advisers  in  the  future. 

The  music  to  "Hail  the  F.  F.  A."  appears  on  page  86. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Henry  Groseclose,  our  Treasurer,  his  picture 
was  omitted  from  the  fly  leaf  of  this  revision  of  the  manual. 

In  closing,  I  call  this  one  thing  to  your  attention.  No  Manual  will 
ever  be  effective  unless  members,  chapters,  and  State  associations  buy  it 
and  use  it.  It  must  be  studied.  It  is  a  guide  and  helper,  a  handbook  to 
a  better  F.  F.  A.  organization  and  greater  achievement.  It  must  become  a 
part  of  every  member  and  this  convention  should  certainly  take  steps  to 
see  that  the  revised  Official  F.  F.  A.  Manual  gets  far  wider  use  than  the 
old  one  ever  had. 

THE  NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  CAMP 

At  the  last  national  convention  a  progress  report  was  made  by 
your  Executive  Secretary  on  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Camp.  The  de- 
tails will  be  found  on  page  13  of  the  12th  Convention  Proceedings. 
Briefly,  the  situation  at  that  time  was  that  a  22-acre  tract  of  land, 
about  2y2  miles  from  Mount  Vernon  in  Virginia  and  14  miles  from 
Washington,  had  ibeen  secured  at  a  cost  of  $8,500  upon  which  $5,000 
had  been  paid.  This  very  desirable  property  includes  level  land,  high 
land,  woods,  a  stream,  a  fairly  good  7-room  house,  and  several  old 
buildings. 

At  that  time,  attention  was  also  called  to  the  fact  that  a  fine 
tract  of  approximately  6  acres  adjoined  the  original  tract  already  pur- 
chased lay  immediately  in  front  of  it  facing  U.  S.  Highway  No.  1.  It 
appeared  desirable  to  purchase  this  additional  land  for  $3,500,  thus  en- 
larging the  original  camp  site  to  approximately  30  acres.  It  was  fur- 
ther pointed  out  last  year  that  George  Washington's  Old  Grist  Mill, 
restored  by  the  Virginia  Conservation  Commission  at  a  cost  of  $60,000 
adjoined  the  camp  site,  at  its  lower  end  facing  on  the  cross  highway 
leading  from  U.  S.  Highway  No.  1  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Memorial 
Highway,  and  that  this  Mill  might  be  leased  by  the  Future  Farmers 
of  America  to  be  kept  open  as  a  shrine  for  members  and  visitors. 

Four  questions  were  put  to  the  delegates  last  year  as  follows : 

1.  Shall  we  buy  the  additional  land  for  the  camp? 

2.  How  shall  we  proceed  to  pay  for  the  camp  site? 

3.  Shall  we  attempt  to  lease  Washington's  Old  Mill? 

4.  How  shall  the  total  area  be  developed? 

By  consulting  page  18  of  your  12th  Convention  Proceedings,  you 
will  find  that  the  delegates  voted  to  pay  the  $3,500  due  on  the  original 
20  acres,  purchase  the  additional  6  acres,  and  leave  the  development 
of  the  Camp  including  the  Mill,  in  the  hands  of  the  National  Board 
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of  Trustees.  You  will  also  find  that  $12,000  was  set  aside  by  delegate 
action  in  the  1939-40  budget  for  development  of  the  National  F.  F.  A. 
Camp  with  the  understanding  that  the  land  be  paid  for  first  and  the 
remainder  used  to  start  developments. 

In  May  of  1940,  the  F.  F.  A.  National  Board  of  Trustees  met  with 
the  members  of  the  F.  F.  A.  National  Advisory  Council  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  At  that  time  further  plans  for  the  camp  were  discussed.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  to  you  at  this  time  that  the  Camp  land  has 
been  entirely  paid  for  and  that  preliminary  work  has  been  done  on 
repairing  the  house. 

E.  D.  Tyler,  formerly  President  of  the  Florida  Association  of 
F.  F.  A.  and  who  has  been  working  in  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Office 
as  a  clerk  for  the  past  year,  was  moved  into  the  house  on  the  Camp 
site  in  September  1940.  He  has  been  spending  part  of  his  time  at  the 
Office  since  September  1  and  the  rest  at  the  Camp. 

A  Camp  committee  from  the  Agricultural  Education  Service  of 
the  Office  of  Education  was  appointed  by  your  National  Adviser,  Mr. 
Linke.  On  this  committee  are  James  H.  Pearson,  D.  M.  Clements, 
your  Executive  Secretary,  your  National  Adviser.  This  committee 
is  expected  to  serve  ex  officio  as  a  coordinating  group  and  to  see  that 
development  work  goes  forward  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  first  major  move  in  Camp  development  was  to  confer  with 
Honorable  Clarence  Smith  and  Col.  Richard  Gillam  of  the  Virginia 
Conservation  Commission.  These  two  gentlemen  came  to  Washing- 
ton for  the  May  meeting  of  the  Trustees  and  Council.  It  was  re- 
ported then  that,  through  a  special  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
Washington's  Old  Grist  Mill  had  been  made  available  to  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America  organization.  Details  were  discussed  and  pos- 
sible terms  of  a  short-time  lease  as  a  trial,  with  privilege  to  extend 
later. 

The  main  idea  is  that  the  F.  F.  A.  organization  would  assume 
responsibility  for  protecting  the  Old  Mill  and  keeping  it  open  to  the 
public.  The  Virginia  Conservation  Commission  stopped  putting 
money  into  the  Mill  restoration  July  1,  1940. 

It  would  certainly  be  unwise  for  the  F.  F.  A.  organization  to  put 
any  great  amount  of  money  into  a  piece  of  property  which  does  not 
belong  entirely  to  the  organization.  However,  in  the  case  of  the  Mill 
it  would  seem  wise  to  make  the  changes  and  repairs  necessary,  to 
conduct  visitors  through  in  comfort  and  safety,  provide  guide  service, 
pay  the  necessary  maintenance  costs  and  then  charge  a  small  sum 
for  admission.  The  Commission  members  are  very  cooperative  and 
will  accept  almost  any  reasonable  plans  we  may  suggest. 

In  starting  the  development  of  the  Camp  proper,  we  felt  it  wise 
to  get  the  caretaker's  house  in  order  first ;  and  then  the  house  as 
headquarters,  working  from  it.  This  is  the  plan  upon  which  we 
launched  September  1,  1940.    The  house  has  been  repaired;  electricity 
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turned  on;  windows,  roof,  gutters,  and  screens  replaced;  the  water 
supply  made  safe  and  put  in  working  order ;  a  new  furnace  installed ; 
and  painting  done.  The  house  is  ready  now  either  for  a  single  person 
or  a  family,  with  very  little  additional  work.  A  telephone  is  yet  to  be 
installed.  The  2-car  garage  with  root  cellar  under  it  is  next  in  line 
for  repairs. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  expended  on  the  Camp  from 
October  1,  1939,  to  November  1,  1940: 

$3,500.00  to  complete  payment  on  original  22  acres 
3,500.00  to  complete  payment  on  additional  6  acres 
125.00  for  contour  map  of  camp  land 
50.00  equipment  and  small  supplies 
54.83  hand  tools 
11.00  cleaning  well 

40.00  watchman  service  on  Old  Mill  to  September  1 
30.00  repairing  refrigerator 
39.73  labor,  George  W.  Scott 
17.86  sink 
95.60  hardware,  paints,  and  supplies 

7.06  light  bill 
92.89  electrical  repair  work 
342.69  lumber  and  builders'  supplies 

9.00  Graham  &  Ogden,  settlement  on  title 
42.88  labor,  George  W.  Scott  to  November  1 
390.00  furnace 


$8,348.54  Total 


Nothing  whatever  has  been  expended  on  the  Old  Mill  thus  far 
except  the  $40  in  watchman  service  fees. 

Our  next  move,  immediately  after  the  Convention,  is  to  start 
work  on  the  tearing  down  of  the  old  buildings  including  barn,  storage 
house,  hog  pen,  corn  crib,  and  other  smaller  structures  of  little  or 
no  value  as  they  stand.  Some  lumber  has  already  been  taken  from 
them  to  repair  the  house  and  every  foot  of  usable  lumber  will  be 
saved  from  the  wrecking  job. 

When  the  old  buildings  are  down  and  the  usable  lumber  neatly 
piled  we  plan  to  start  construction  on  a  temporary  camp  unit  to  house 
and  accommodate  about  100  members  at  one  time.  This  unit  will  be 
of  frame  construction  and  may  be  used  for  10  to  15  years,  or  more, 
while  the  permanent  camp  struptures  are  being  carefully  planned  and 
built.  You  can  readily  understand  that  it  is  unwise  to  start  construc- 
tion on  a  permanent  camp  of  national  scope  until  we  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation.  We  must  conserve  our  funds  and  avoid 
wasting  money.  A  temporary  camp  will  make  it  possible  to  take 
care  of  some  F.  F.  A.  groups  by  June  1,  1941,  and  this  temporary 
camp  may  even  be  continued  as  a  small  unit  of  the  total  camp,  after 
the  permanent  buildings  are  completed.    With  such  an  arrangement 
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it  would  be  possible  to  keep  this  part  of  the  camp  open  without  having 
to  open  the  entire  camp  for  a  given  group  at  any  time. 

Included  in  the  temporary  camp  to  be  ready  by  June  1  will  be 
barracks  with  comfortable  beds  and  healthful  sleeping  quarters ;  a 
combination  kitchen,  mess  hall,  and  assembly  room ;  a  few  tent  floor 
bases ;  a  sanitary  building  to  include  showers  and  toilets,  and  an  office 
building.  The  water  will  be  provided  from  wells.  Everything  will  be 
painted  a  uniform  color. 

In  summarizing  the  developments  to  be  attempted  on  the  Na- 
tional F.  F.  A.  Camp  and  Washington's  Old  Grist  Mill  between  now 
and  June  1,  1941  it  appears  that  the  following  actions  should  be  taken: 

1.  Construct  the  temporary  Camp  buildings  indicated  above  and 
improve  the  grounds  around  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

2.  Lease  Washington's  Old  Mill  property  on  a  temporary  basis; 
make  minor  repairs  and  changes  necessary  to  conduct  people 
safely  through  it ;  and  provide  guide  service  from  June  to 
about  September   1st. 

3.  Set  aside  at  least  $10,000  in  the  1940-41  budget  for  Camp  de- 
velopments. 

We  still  have  an  unexpended  balance  of  about  $3,700  left  over 
from  last  year's  budget  and  that  amount  should  also  be  left  available 
to  carry  out  what  was  started  in  the  1939-40  year. 

In  closing  may  I  say  that  I  think  this  is  the  finest  undertaking 
the-  F.  F.  A.  has  ever  attempted  since  its  inception. 


PROTECTING  THE  F.  F.  A.  EMBLEM 

At  the  1939  National  Convention,  it  was  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  delegates  that  a  trade  mark  on  the  complete  F.  F.  A.  emblem 
had  been  refused  by  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office.  This  decision  was  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  eagle,  shield,  and  olive  branch  resembled  too 
closely  those  on  the  emblem  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  also 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  that  no  previous  registrations 
were  on  file  and  that  the  best  procedure  seemed  to  be  to  make  appli- 
cation on  that  part  of  the  emblem  that  could  be  trade  marked.  Dele- 
gate action  was  taken  to  this  effect. 

Acting  on  this  authority,  your  Executive  Secretary  secured  the 
services  of  a  Patent  and  Trade  Mark  lawyer  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
and  we  went  to  work  on  the  matter.  The  revised  application  carried 
a  drawing  of  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem,  minus  the  eagle,  shield  and  olive 
branch  as  well  as  the  words  "vocational  agriculture." 

On  August  7,  1940,  we  were  informed  that  this  application  with 
slight  and  unimportant  modifications  had  been  accepted.  Now  you 
may  wonder  just  what  protection  this  gives  the  organization  where 
the  emblem  trade  mark  is  not  complete.    We  are  informed  that  it 


FUTURE    FARMERS    OF    AMERICA  [49] 

is  almost  as  good  as  if  the  trade  mark  had  ibeen  secured  on  the  total 
and  complete  emblem  because  unauthorized  concerns  making  use  of 
our  emblem  are  infringers  and  subject  to  court  action  if  they  repro- 
duce any  part  of  our  emblem. 

The  next  move  made  was  to  file  a  trade-mark  application  on  the 
letters  "F.  F.  A."  as  they  stand.  If  this  application  is  accepted  we 
shall  then  have  the  name  "Future  Farmers  of  America"  the  emblem, 
and  the  letters  "F.  F.  A."  protected  from  infringers. 

Further  work  remains  to  be  done  however,  on  the  various  classes 
of  goods  on  which  the  emblem  is  used.  Our  attorney  has  attempted  to 
bunch  these  classes  for  us  to  keep  expenses  to  a  minimum  but  in  order 
to  adequately  protect  the  emblem,  it  may  be  necessary  to  submit  as 
many  as  six  or  seven  separate  applications  to  cover  jewelry,  felt  goods, 
uniforms  and  so  on.  Such  applications  cost  about  $60.00  each.  Due 
to  the  fact  that  the  emblem  is  being  used  by  the  organization  on  so 
many  classes  of  merchandise,  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  the 
separate  applications  indicated. 

The  next  thing  we  did  was  to  send  letters,  through  our  attorney, 
to  concerns  we  definitely  knew  were  infringing — that  is  using  the 
emblem  without  authority.  Such  letters  constitute  "cease  and  de- 
sist" orders.  They  went  to  the  HerfT-Jones  Co.  of  Indianapolis,  Loren 
Murchidson  Co.  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  the  Benco  Co.  of  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington. Replies  received  from  two  of  these  concerns  indicate  that 
there  will  be  no  further  difficulty.  Similar  letters  will  go  to  other 
infringers  as  time  goes  on. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  to  report,  through 
his  State  adviser,  to  the  national  office  the  names  and  locations  of 
any  other  commercial  concerns  not  on  the  authorized  list  of  official 
F.  F.  A.  merchandizing  companies.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber to  buy  only  from  official  concerns. 

When  a  glib-tongued  salesman  from  an  unauthorized  concern 
appears  at  your  school  with  so  called  F.  F.  A.  merchandise,  ask  him 
the  name  of  his  company  whether  it  is  official  and  then  show  him  the 
official  list  of  F.  F.  A.  companies.  Tell  him  our  F.  F.  A.  emblem  is 
protected  both  by  copyright  and  trade-mark  and  that  his  company  is 
subject  to  court  action  for  using  the  name,  the  emblem,  or  the  letters 
F.  F.  A.  without  proper  authority  from  the  national  organization  of 
Future  Farmers  of  America. 

Our  organization  is  going  through  what  the  American  Legion 
and  many  other  organizations  have  gone  through — a  struggle  to  pro- 
tect the  official  emblem.  Unless  every  member,  every  chapter,  and 
every  State  association  helps  the  emblem  may  appear  on  nearly  any 
kind  of  a  product,  in  nearly  any  kind  of  form  and  colors,  and  it  will 
be  cheapened  and  commercialized  to  such  an  extent  that  the  organi- 
zation will  no  longer  be  proud  of  it.  Give  this  matter  your  attention. 
Let's  all  work  to  protect  our  emblem. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
W.  A.  ROSS,  National  Executive  Secretary. 


[SO] 
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NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  OFFICERS,  1939-1940,  Seated,  from  the  left  ; 
President  Ivan  H.  Kindschi,  Prairie  du  Sac,  Wisconsin ;  Student  Secre- 
tary Kenneth  Julian,  Mesa,  Ariz. ;  First  Vice-President  Billy  Bryan, 
Forrest  City,  Ark.,  Southern  region ;  Second  Vice-President  Ervin  Deni- 
sen,  Austin,  Minn.,  North  Central  region ;  Third  Vice-President  Elmer 
Denis,  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  North  Atlantic  region;  Fourth  Vice- 
President  Edgar  Spiekerman,  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  Pacific  region. 


National  Student  Officer  Reports 

During  the  national  convention  each  National  F.  F.  A.  Officer 
renders  a  report  on  his  stewardship  for  the  year.  The  student  officer 
reports  as  given  at  the  Fourteenth  National  Convention  follow: 

Report  of  the  President 

Delegates  to  the  13th  National  F.  F.  A.  Convention: 

Following  is  a  brief  report  that  may  give  you  an  idea  of  what 
your  National  F.  F.  A.  President  has  been  doing  in  the  past  year : 
1. — Travel,  National — 

1939 — November  13,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
November  15,  Peoria,  Illinois. 
December  7-9,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

1940— January  15-21,  Washington,  D.  C. 
March  20-23,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
April  4-5,  Indiana  Convention. 
April  24,  Nebraska  Convention. 
April  25-26,  Missouri  Convention. 
April  29-30,  Kansas  Convention. 
May  2-3,  Michigan  Convention. 
May  5-10,  Minnesota  Convention. 
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May  19-25,  Washington,  D.  C. 

May  31-June  1,  Ohio  Convention. 

June  12-13,  Illinois  Convention. 

June  16-20,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

June  24-26,  Maine  Convention. 

July  8-11,  Louisiana  Convention. 

July  15-16,  Georgia  Convention. 

July  17-19,  North  Carolina  Convention. 

August  12,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

August  14,  New  York  City. 

August  15-18,  West  Virginia  Convention. 

October  13-31,  Washington,  D.  C. 

November  9-16,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Total  number  of  States  visited — 13. 

Total  number  of  States  passed  through — 29. 

2. — Travel,  State — 

During  the  year  I  visited  67  schools  and  local  F.  F.  A.  chapters 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.    They  are  as  follows : 


Abbotsford 

Albany 

Algoma 

Arcadia 

Baraboo 

Belmont 

Berlin 

Black  River  Falls 

Bloomer 

Bloomington 

Bruce 

Cadott 

Chippewa   Falls 

Clinton 

Clintonville 

Colby 

Crivitz 


Darlington 

Deerfield 

Dodgeville 

Downing 

Eau  Claire 

Ellsworth 

Elmwood 

Fennimore 

Glenwood  City 

Greenwood 

Hawkins 

Kaukauna 

Kendall 

Kewaunee 

Ladysmith 

Lake  Mills 

Luxemburg 


Marion 
Marshfield 
Mauston 
Medford 
Dunn  County 
Mineral   Point 
Mondovi 
Montello 
New  London 
New  Richmond 
Oconto  Falls 
Platteville 
Portage 
Prairie  du  Sac 
Pulaski 
Reedsburg 
River  Falls 


Roberts 

Rosendale 

St.   Croix   Falls 

Sauk  City 

Seymour 

Shawano 

Shiocton 

Stanley 

Stoughton 

Thorp 

Tony 

Waupaca 

Wausaukee 

Westfield 

Weyaumega 

Wisconsin  Dells 


3. — Special  Events  Attended — 

In  addition  to  the  travel  to  States  and  local  chapters  I  was  able 
to  attend  the  following  special  events : 

(1)  North  Central  Regional  Conference  of  Vocational  Agriculture 

Workers. 

(2)  International  Kiwanis  Convention. 

(3)  F.  F.  A.  National  Leadership  Training  School. 

(4)  National  Grange  Meeting. 

(5)  National  Farm  Bureau  Meeting. 

(6)  New  York  World's  Fair. 
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4. — Types  of  Transportation  Used — 

My  traveling  was  done  by  train,  bus,  automobile,  boat  and  air- 
plane. 

5. — Total  Miles  Traveled — 

As  far  as  I  was  able  to  tell  from  figures  obtainable,  my  travel 
during  the  year  totaled  approximately  30,000  miles.  For  travel  $750.00 
was  allowed  from  the  National  F.  F.  A.  treasury  up  to  this  Convention. 

6. — Speeches  Given — 

A  total  of  114  speeches  were  made  by  your  president.  Groups 
which  I  appeared  before  included  adult  farm  organizations,  service 
clubs,  high  school  assemblies,  F.  F.  A.  conventions,  and  local  F.  F.  A. 
chapters. 

7. — Radio  Broadcasts — 

A  total  of  16  appearances  were  made  on  the  radio ;  four  of  these 
were  over  nation-wide  networks,  and  the  rest  on  State  and  local  sta- 
tions. 

8. — Correspondence — 

During  the  year  I  wrote  475  letters,  sent  8  telegrams  and  received 
10  telegrams. 

I  wish  to  say  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  "high  light"  in  my 
life.  I  treasure  greatly  the  contacts  and  friendships  that  I  have  made 
during  the  course  of  this  year.  My  humble  thanks  go  out  to  the 
members  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  who  gave  me  the  op- 
portunity of  serving  as  their  National  President. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

IVAN  H.  KINDSCHI, 

National  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Greetings  Future  Farmers : 

It  is  useless  for  me  to  say  that  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  all  of  you 
for  allowing  me  to  represent  the  F.  F.  A.  as  vice-president  for  the 
Southern  Region.  I  can  truthfully  say  that  it  has  been  the  richest 
year  of  my  life ;  not  rich  in  the  sense  of  money  but  in  the  sense  of 
making  new  friends  and  working  with  many  people.  It  has  also  been 
rich  in  the  new  experiences  gained  in  traveling  from  place  to  place. 
I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  it  has  meant  to  me. 

When  I  first  became  an  F.  F.  A.  member,  I  didn't  dream  of  be- 
coming a  national  officer.  As  time  passed  I  became  more  absorbed 
in  the  work  of  the  organization.  Then,  last  year  you  made  me  the 
happiest  boy  in  the  United  States  by  making  me  one  of  your  vice- 
presidents.  Now  the  time  comes  when  I  must  bring  to  you  a  report 
of  what  I  have  done  for  the  organization. 
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My  first  work  came  soon  after  my  return  from  Kansas  City,  last 
year.  At  home  and  at  school  I  made  a  few  speeches  in  the  interest 
of  F.  F.  A.  In  January,  I  went  to  the  leadership  training  school  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  I  stayed  there,  with  the  rest  of  the  national  officers 
for  eight  days  and  got  more  inspiration,  as  well  as  information,  from 
that  one  meeting  than  from  any  other.  From  April  24  to  April  27,  I 
attended  the  convention  of  the  Tennessee  Association.  There  it  was 
my  pleasure  to  greet  3,000  boys  from  all  parts  of  that  State.  Again 
I  returned  to  Washington,  D.  C.  for  a  week  of  hard  work  at  a  meeting 
of  the  National  Board  of  Trustees  in  May. 

Immediately  after  this  meeting  I  went  to  the  Florida  convention 
where  I  spent  three  days  with  the  boys  of  that  wonderful  State.  These 
two  trips  were  made  between  May  19  and  May  30.  After  leaving 
Florida  I  returned  to  Arkansas,  my  home  State,  for  the  convention 
there  June  5-7.  Naturally  it  was  a  pleasure  to  attend  my  own  State 
convention. 

On  June  25,  I  went  to  the  Mississippi  State  convention  at  State 
College  and  on  July  11,  to  Texas  for  the  State  convention  held  at 
Houston.  Next  to  Tennessee  the  Texas  convention  was  the  largest, 
as  far  as  delegate  attendance  is  concerned.  In  August,  I  spent  my 
birthday  in  South  Carolina  attending  their  State  convention. 

The  next  trip  I  made  out  of  Arkansas  was  to  Alabama  which  con- 
cluded my  convention  travel.  To  sum  up  this  statement,  I  traveled 
12,424  miles  and  have  attended  seven  State  conventions.  This  does 
not  include  various  Arkansas  State  meetings  and  banquets.  I  traveled 
through  20  States. 

I  wrote  a  total  of  116  letters,  sent  three  telegrams  and  received 
five  in  transacting  official  business.  I  made  approximately  25  speeches 
at  conventions,  State  meetings,  banquets,  civic  clubs  and  before  high 
school  groups.  I  visited  about  ten  chapters  in  Arkansas,  other  than 
my  home  chapter  as  well  as  collegiate  chapters  in  a  few  States. 

During  my  term  of  office,  I  have  made  one  broadcast  on  a  na- 
tional hook-up,  6  on  a  State-wide  network,  and  prepared  one  electric 
transcription  which  went  to  every  chapter  in  Florida.  Appeared 
also  on  several  local  radio  programs.  I  spent  approximately  125  days 
on  F.  F.  A.  official  business.  The  rest  of  the  time  I  spent  in  college 
and  in  operating  the  State  F.  F.  A.  camp  during  the  summer  months 
in  Arkansas.  My  travel  has  cost  $430.00,  excluding  the  expense  of  this 
convention.  The  amount  indicated  includes  transportation,  postage, 
and  incidental  official  expense. 

This  concludes  my  report.  I  have  gained  a  lot  of  practical  ex- 
perience— both  from  travel  and 'from  association  with  "Future  Farm- 
ers" of  the  different  States.  I  have  spent  many  hours  working  hard 
for  the  F.  F.  A.  Of  all  the  things  that  I  have  gained,  the  greatest  is 
the  friendships  made.    These  alone  have  made  my  year  worth  while. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BILLY  B.  BRYAN, 

First  Vice-President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  wheels  of  the  world  are  constantly  in  motion.  The  cycles  of 
nature  make  a  complete  revolution  and  then  start  over  again.  The 
Twelfth  National  Convention  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
came  and  passed.  Winter  set  in  and  was  followed  by  the  beauties  of 
Spring.  Summer  was  granted  its  allotted  time  in  the  cycle ;  now  it's 
fall  again  and  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention  is  at  hand.  A  cycle 
in  the  F.  F.  A.  has  also  been  completed.  National  officers  who  were 
selected  at  last  year's  convention,  after  having  come  in  contact  with 
the  proper  catalysts,  have  become  storehouses  of  never-to-be-for- 
gotten experiences  during  the  process  of  a  year's  cycle.  As  one  of 
these  national  officers,  I  should  like  to  present  a  report  of  what  my 
work  in  this  great  youth  organization  has  included. 

At  the  time  I  was  elected  Second  Vice-President,  I  was  a  junior 
in  the  College  of  Agriculture  at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  How- 
ever, with  the  increase  in  duties  and  responsibilities  that  came  with 
this  office,  I  found  it  necessary  to  reduce  my  college  class  schedule 
considerably. 

After  my  return  from  Kansas  City,  I  visited  many  F.  F.  A. 
chapters  and  attended  several  chapter  and  district  banquets  in  Minne- 
sota. In  January  the  annual  national  officers'  training  school  was  held 
at  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Here,  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with  my  fellow  officers. 
The  training  school  was  very  ably  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Ross,  our 
National  Executive  Secretary,  and  through  whom  we  all  became  even 
more  inspired  and  enthused  about  the  challenging  task  ahead  of  us. 

The  Ohio  Association's  Leadership  Training  School  for  chapter 
officers  held  during  the  month  of  February  was  the  first  State-wide 
meeting  that  I  attended  in  an  official  capacity.  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  it  was  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  participate  in  the  South 
Dakota,  North  Dakota,  and  Iowa  conventions.  These  conventions 
were  followed  by  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Board  of 
Trustees  held  at  Washington,  D.  C.  A  very  busy  week  during  the 
latter  part  of  May  was  spent  at  Washington  and  found  we  fellows 
engaged  in  reviewing  the  applications  of  212  American  Farmers, 
making  plans  for  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention,  and  taking  care 
of  other  official  business. 

It  was  my  great  privilege  to  attend  two  special  events  during 
the  summer.  The  first  was  the  Kiwanis  International  Convention 
held  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  in  June.  Your  National  President, 
Ivan  Kindschi,  and  myself  represented  the  F.  F.  A.  at  this  event.  The 
other  event  was  two  weeks  of  invigorating  camp  life  spent  at  Camp 
Miniwanca,  Shelby,  Michigan,  during  the  month  of  August.  I  re- 
ceived this  trip  through  a  scholarship  offered  to  National  F.  F.  A. 
Officers  by  the  Danforth  Foundation. 

During  the  year  I  carried  on  considerable  correspondence,  did 
quite  a  bit  of  traveling,  made  numerous  speeches,  and  busied  myself 
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with  other  F.  F.  A.  work.    Statistics  for  the  year  can  be  summed  up 
as  follows : 

Letters  sent  - 184 

Telegrams    sent   4 

Telegrams  received  . 5 

Speeches  made  - 42 

Total  people  in  audiences  6,320 

Radio  programs  participated  in  6 

Total  miles  traveled  14,588 

States  passed  through  16 

States  visited 5 

Local  chapters  visited  16 

Banquets  attended  23 

Days  spent  away  from  home 68 

Days  devoted  entirely  to  F.  F.  A.  94 

The  past  year  has  been  what  I  consider  one  of  the  most  valuable 
years  of  my  life.  The  contacts,  fellowships,  travel,  speaking  experi- 
ences, inspiration,  and  enlightenment  that  I  have  received  are  of  im- 
measurable value,  and  the  culmination  of  my  term  as  a  national 
F.  F.  A.  officer  is  hard  to  visualize.  Those  with  whom  I  have  worked 
have  been  very  cooperative,  have  treated  me  royally,  and  have  ex- 
hibited the  true  F.  F.  A.  spirit  so  prevalent  in  our  organization.  I 
thank  you  for  the  great  opportunity  I  have  had  to  serve  as  your 
Second  National  Vice-President. 

Most  sincerely, 

ERVIN  L.  DENISEN, 
Second  Vice-President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  time  has  arrived  all  too  quickly  when  I  must  render  a  report 
on  duties  performed  as  a  national  officer  of  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America,  and  leave  this  convention  wearing  the  pin  of  a  past  national 
officer.  I  lack  language  impressive  enough  to  express  my  deepest  ap- 
preciation for  the  opportunity  of  serving  and  working  with  such  a 
fine  group  as  the  members  of  the  F.  F.  A.  From  a  personal  stand- 
point, the  contacts  and  acquaintances  I  have  made,  the  experience 
and  training  I  have  received,  and  the  cities  and  farms  I  have  seen  are 
beyond  description.  I  hope  this  report  will  give  you  a  rough  concep- 
tion of  my  official  activities  during  the  past  year. 

In  addition  to  being  a  national  officer,  I  was  also  serving  as 
president  of  the  West  Virginia  Association  during  the  year.  Naturally, 
I  did  a  good  deal  of  traveling  in  my  home  State.  During  the  month 
of  November  I  attended  parent  and  son  banquets  conducted  by  three 
local  chapters. 

December  brought  nothing  more  than  the  average  amount  of 
correspondence  but  January   15-22  the  national  officers  met  in  the 
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U.  S.  Office  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  annual  leader- 
ship training  school.    We  certainly  all  needed  this  assistance. 

Before  leaving  the  University  to  devote  full  time  to  my  F.  F.  A. 
duties,  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  West  Virginia 
Association,  held  February  5-7.  On  February  18,  I  journeyed  to 
Charleston,  our  State  capital,  and  spent  two  weeks  with  our  assistant 
State  supervisor  of  vocational  agriculture,  visiting  31  local  chapters 
and  attending  2  federation  meetings. 

March  10  took  me  east  to  Washington  again,  where  I  appeared 
on  our  national  F.  F.  A.  broadcast  series,  visited  8  more  local  chapters, 
and  attended  a  third  federation  meeting.  March  19-21  found  me  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  attending  the  North  Atlantic  Regional  Conference, 
where  I  made  certain  contacts  and  acquaintances  which  made  my 
State  visits  later  on  much  easier  and  much  more  beneficial. 

March  30-April  16,  I  visited  10  more  chapters  and  attended  2 
father  and  son  banquets.  April  18-20,  I  conducted  a  class  in  parlia- 
mentary procedure  at  a  district  meeting  held  at  Slippery  Rock,  Penn- 
sylvania. On  April  23,  I  returned  to  Morgantown  to  serve  on  a  com- 
mittee to  select  American  Farmer  candidates  to  be  submitted  by  our 
State,  and  visited  an  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  I  ended  my  month's  duties  by 
attending  another  F.  F.  A.  banquet  on  April  26. 

May  12  found  me  leaving  home  to  attend  my  first  State  conven- 
tion at  Burlington,  Vermont,  located  on  beautiful  Lake  Champlain 
and  overlooked  by  snow-capped  mountains.  Their  convention  was 
well-attended  and  worthwhile  to  all.  Leaving  Vermont  on  May  18 
for  Washington,  D.  C,  I  met  with  the  National  Board  of  Trustees 
and  the  National  Advisory  Council  to  review  the  applications  of  212 
American  Farmers  and  to  plan,  in  general,  the  program  for  this  13th 
National  Convention. 

On  June  10,  I  went  to  State  College,  Pennsylvania  to  attend  the 
State's  public  speaking  and  judging  contests.  A  large  crowd  of 
F.  F.  A.  boys  attended  and  the  program  was  made  complete  by  music 
furnished  by  the  State  band,  which  we  heard  here  last  year.  On 
June  17,  I  attended  the  State  convention  of  the  West  Virginia 
Association  of  New  Farmers  of  America.  The  Virginia  convention  at 
Blacksburg,  where  an  elaborate  program  was  presented  was  my  next 
trip,  June  18-21. 

July  passed  with  preparation  for  our  State  conference  and  the 
usual  correspondence. 

August  7  found  me  in  the  beautiful  bluegrass  region  of  Kentucky, 
passing  horse  farms  and  fields  of  tobacco  on  my  way  to  Louisville, 
where  I  attended  a  well-conducted  convention.  August  11  found  me 
at  Jackson's  Mill,  West  Virginia,  where  I  began  work  with  the  other 
State  officers  on  our  own  State  convention,  which  opened  the  15th. 
We  were  ably  aided  by  our  National  President,  Ivan  Kindschi. 
August  30-31,  I  attended  the  New  York  State  convention,  which  was 
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held  in  conjuction  with  the  New  York  State  Fair  at  Syracuse.    The 
convention  was  conducted  by  a  well-qualified  group  of  State  officers. 

September  13-14  found  me  mingling  with  F.  F.  A.  boys  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  at  their  State  convention  held  in  New  Bruns- 
wick. The  members,  as  well  as  myself,  left  the  convention  with  re- 
newed enthusiasm  after  our  contact  with  Andy  Sundstrom,  a  past 
national  president.  I  was  entertained  royally  by  Mr.  Sampson  and 
Mr.  Kiser  during  the  week-end  by  a  trip  to  the  shore. 

The  regional  judging  and  public  speaking  contest  was  held  Sep- 
tember 18-20  in  conjunction  with  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  at 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Here  I  heard  a  number  of  regular  visitors 
to  the  Exposition  say  that  the  public  speaking  contest  was  the  best 
that  they  had  heard  there.  The  competition  was  certainly  keen.  On 
my  return  trip  I  spoke  to  two  local  groups  of  F.  F.  A.  members. 

September  30-October  5  were  the  dates  of  the  annual  judging 
contest  and  Junior  Farmers  Week  at  Morgantown,  West  Virginia. 
Here  I  cooperated  with  the  State  Executive  Secretary  in  conducting 
a  leadership  training  school  for  the  new  State  officers. 

I  can  summarize  my  official  activities  briefly  as  follows : 

1.  Up  until  the  time  I  left  for  this  convention,  115  days  were 
given  to  F.  F.  A.  work,  other  than  time  spent  at  home  and  in  making 
a  few  minor  visits. 

2.  Attended  State  F.  F.  A.  meetings  in  Vermont,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  West  Virginia,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey.  Have 
also  attended  one  N.  F.  A.  convention.  Passed  through  17  States. 

3.  Have  written  107  letters,  sent  3  telegrams,  and  received  2 
telegrams. 

4.  Delivered  13  speeches  to  State  conventions,  regional  confer- 
ences, N.  F.  A.  conventions,  farm  women's  clubs,  and  collegiate  chap- 
ters, and  approximately  65  to  local  chapters — a  total  of  78. 

5.  Have  appeared  on  4  national  network  broadcasts  and  3  State 
network  broadcasts. 

6.  My  interstate  travel  will  have  totaled  approximately  14,000 
miles  by  the  time  I  have  returned  to  my  home,  of  which  2,800  miles 
were  traveled  in  West  Virginia. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELMER  C.  DENIS, 

Third  Vice-President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FOURTH  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Hello  Fellows ! 

In  a  few  days  this  group  of  officers  will  be  presented  with  past 
officer  pins.    Mine  will  serve  always  as  a  reminder  of  the  most  in- 


[58]  THIRTEENTH    NATIONAL    CONVENTION 

teresting  and  instructive  year  of  my  life.  Serving  as  your  vice-presi- 
dent has  been  a  very  welcome  opportunity  to  make  many  new  friends 
and  to  serve  those  friends. 

Acting  in  an  official  capacity  in  the  last  year,  I  visited  State 
conventions  held  in  Wyoming,  Nevada,  Montana,  Utah,  and  California 
respectively,  on  my  first  trip.  Later  I  attended  the  Idaho  convention, 
made  two  trips  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  one  to  Seattle,  Washington, 
for  the  Pacific  Regional  Public  Speaking  Contest.  The  total  mileage 
traveled  on  those  trips  was  26,540  miles  through  27  States. 

I  have  made  106  public  appearances  at  State  conventions,  local 
chapter  meetings,  and  banquets ;  at  State  and  inter-state  meetings 
of  adult  organizations ;  before  service  clubs ;  and  to  student  assemblies 
of  high  schools.  I  have  appeared  on  radio  programs  six  times — 4  local 
broadcasts,  one  State-wide  and  one  nation-wide  program.  I  have 
written  39  letters,  sent  11  telegrams  and  received  9  telegrams.  In  all 
I  spent  112  days  on  F.  F.  A.  work. 

All  these  facts  are  important  but  to  me  my  greatest  accomplish- 
ment will  always  seem  the  making  of  many  very  dear  frinds.  If 
after  the  years  pass  I  still  retain  these  "Future  Farmer"  friendships 
I  shall  consider  it  a  successful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDGAR  SPIEKERMAN, 

Fourth  Vice-President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STUDENT  SECRETARY 

This  is  a  great  occasion  for  all  of  us.  It  has  been  broadening  for 
me  to  be  one  of  the  leaders  in  this  very  timely  and  balanced  organiza- 
tion, and  I  truly  hope  that  I  have  done  my  part  to  assist  in  its  growth 
and  advancement.  To  become  a  national  officer  is  the  climax  of  work- 
ing one's  way  up  through  the  local  chapter  and  State. 

During  the  past  thirteen  months  I  have  discharged  the  respon- 
sibilities of  this  office  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Charles  M.  Schwab,  one  of  America's  greatest  leaders  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  has  listed  the  following  ten  commandments  of  success : 

1.  "Work  hard  ;  hard  work  is  the  best  investment  a  man  can  make. 

2.  "Study  hard ;  knowledge  enables  a  man  to  work  more  efficient- 

ly and  effectively. 

3.  "Have  initiative ;  ruts  often  deepen  into  graves. 

4.  "Love  your  work,  then  you  will  find  pleasure  in  mastering  it. 

5.  "Develop  a  spirit  of  conquest,  then  you  can  overcome  difficul- 

ties. 

6.  "Be  exact;  slipshod  methods  bring  slipshod  results. 

7.  "Cultivate  personality ;  personality  is  to  a  man  as  perfume  is 

to  a  flower. 
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8.  "Help  and  share  with  others. 

9.  "Be  democratic ;  unless  you  feel  right  toward  your  fellow  men, 

you  cannot  be  a  successful  leader  of  men. 
10.  "In  all  things  do  your  best." 

Surely  qualities  such  as  these  would  help  anyone  to  succeed. 
Through  our  Future  Farmer  activity  program,  rural  youths  are  being 
trained  in  these  fine  qualities  which  make  for  success  in  farming  and 
rural  leadership. 

My  activities  or  duties  have  been  very  entertaining,  educational, 
and  I  hope  that  my  services  have  rendered  some  good. 

In  January,  I  became  better  acquainted  with  the  other  national 
officers  at  a  leadership  training  school  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  My 
traveling  took  me  to  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  on  March  22-23 ;  Tucson, 
Arizona,  March  29-30;  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  April  24-26;  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  May  19-25  for  the  Board  of  Trustees'  meeting;  and  to 
Mayhill,  New  Mexico,  August  12-15.  These  trips  included  4  State  con- 
ventions. Being  State  President  of  the  Arizona  Association  also  re- 
quired a  considerable  amount  of  my  time.  Along  with  this  went  the 
usual  correspondence,  speaking,  and  the  keeping  of  records  "where- 
ever  corn  is  grown,  and  Future  Farmers  meet." 

Yes,  this  has  been  a  year  of  true  happiness — getting  a  partner 
for  life  and  serving  as  a  national  officer  of  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America.    May  we  all  live  together  in  harmony. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

KENNETH  JULIAN, 

Student  Secretarv. 
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PUERTO    RICAN    DELEGATES    PRESENT    HATS    TO    THE 
NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  OFFICERS. 


Annual  Report  of  the  National 
Executive  Secretary 

Delegates  to  the  13th  National  Convention  of  F.  F.  A.,  Greetings ! 

Each  year  since  this  organization  was  launched,  back  in  1928,  it 
has  been  customary  for  the  National  Executive  Secretary  to  render 
a  report  at  the  time  of  the  annual  convention.  While  this  may  be 
considered  as  a  mere  routine  duty,  it  means  much  more  than  that 
in  my  case  for  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  report  on  the  progress  of 
an  organization  that  moves  as  rapidly  and  accomplishes  as  much  as 
does  the  F.  F.  A.  While  it  is  impossible  to  include  all  of  the  organi- 
zation's accomplishments  in  this  report,  the  most  important  items 
are  set  forth  at  this  time. 

MEMBERSHIP 

While  the  F.  F.  A.  has  experienced  another  year  of  steady  growth, 
the  organization  failed  to  meet  its  membership  goal  of  240,000  this 
year.  Perhaps  the  goal  was  a  little  high  but  the  total  increase  was 
only  26,000  as  compared  to  the  gain  of  36,000  last  year  and  that  of 
about  34,000  the  previous  year.    Membership  increases  were  reported 
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as  indicated  in  the  following  States:  Texas  4,399;  Missouri  1,626; 
Ohio  1,476;  Wisconsin  1,292;  Georgia  1,200;  Kentucky  1,178;  Ten- 
nessee 1,144;  Illinois  1,034;  North  Carolina  819;  Michigan  806;  Iowa 
788;  Louisiana  652;  Kansas  650;  Pennsylvania  617;  Washington  607; 
New  York  557;  Alabama  540;  West  Virginia  539;  California  441; 
Virginia  434;  Minnesota  357;  Hawaii  346;  Maryland  334;  Nebraska 
325;  Mississippi  324;  Colorado  324;  New  Hampshire  285;  North 
Dakota  216;  Maine  188;  Idaho  187;  South  Dakota  184;  Montana  135; 
Oregon  134;  Wyoming  78;  Arizona  69;  Massachusetts  67;  Nevada 
45;  Utah  37;  Oklahoma  32;  Vermont  11;  Florida  8. 

Decreases  in  membership  were  reported  in  Arkansas,  New  Jersey, 
New  Mexico,  Puerto  Rico  and  South  Carolina. 

CHAPTERS 

One  year  ago  we  had  6,300  local  chapters.  This  year  we  have 
6,954  local  chapters  which  is  an  increase  of  654  in  a  12  month  period. 
We  should  work  toward  the  end  of  having  a  chapter  established  in 
every  local  department  of  vocational  agriculture  just  as  soon  as  it 
is  possible  to  do  so. 

NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  CAMP 

This  undertaking  is  of  such  importance  and  scope  that  it  merits 
a  special  report  which  you  will  hear  later.  In  view  of  this  fact,  I 
shall  merely  say  here  that  what  we  consider  satisfactory  progress 
has  been  made.  The  camp  site  includes  almost  30  acres  lying  2^2  miles 
from  Mt.  Vernon  in  Virginia,  across  the  Potomac  River  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  It  has  been  paid  for  and  development  started.  These 
developments  were  not  carried  forward  far  enough,  however  to  ac- 
commodate F.  F.  A.  groups  during  the  summer  of  1940.  We  expect 
to  be  able  to  take  care  of  visitors  sometime  during  the  summer  of 
1941. 

PROTECTING  THE  EMBLEM 

This  is  a  subject  which  is  giving  us  great  concern  and  causing  us 
no  end  of  trouble  in  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Office.  Our  official  F.  F.  A. 
emblem  may  be  worn  by  members,  and  used  by  chapters,  State  asso- 
ciations, and  the  national  organization  under  certain  regulations  and 
restrictions.  It  seems  that  these  regulations  and  restrictions  are  not 
well  understood  and  that  chapters,  and,  in  some  instances,  State 
associations  are  not  careful  enough  as  to  use  made  of  or  the  protection 
given  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem. 

If  this  situation  continues,  it  will  lead  to  serious  trouble.  The 
emblem  is  not  to  be  used  for  private  gain  and  it  cannot  be  used,  at  will, 
by  commercial  concerns.  Unless  we  all  give  attention  to  this  matter 
and  are  vigilant  in  seeing  that  proper  protection  is  provided,  our 
emblem  will  become  common  property  and  will  be  misused  in  hun- 
dreds of  different  ways. 

I  see  absolutely  no  point  to  having  the  national  organization 
name  concerns  to  manufacture  F.   F.  A.  merchandise,  having  these 
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concerns  act  in  good  faith  trying  in  every  way  to  meet  our  specifica- 
tions or  standards  and  then  allow  other  concerns  having  no  official 
permission,  to  manufacture  whatever  they  choose  with  the  name, 
the  emblem  and  "F.  F.  A."  letters  thereon. 

This  group  of  delegates  should,  therefore,  before  they  close  this 
convention,  take  action  on  a  definite  set  of  regulations  regarding 
the  use  of  the  emblem  and  the  organization  name  by  members,  chap- 
ters, State  associations,  and  against  individuals  or  concerns  using  it 
that  have  no  connection  with  the  organization.  Information  on  trade- 
marking  the  emblem  will  be  given  in  a  special  report. 

REVISING  THE  MANUAL 

A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  this  year  by  your  Executive 
Secretary  in  revising  the  Official  Manual.  The  job  has  now  been  com- 
pleted. Details  on  this  revision  will  also  be  set  forth  in  a  special 
report  to  be  made  later  on  during  this  convention. 

LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

It  is  heartening  to  note  the  gradual  increase  in  interest  on  the 
part  of  both  officers  and  advisers  in  the  matter  of  continuous  leader- 
ship training  for  F.  F.  A.  members,  especially  for  newly  elected 
officers.  This  phase  needs  to  be  improved,  however,  and  we  need  more 
of  it  in  more  States.  The  central  states  deserve  special  commenda- 
tion for  the  progress  which  they  have  already  made  on  this  problem. 
It  is  hoped  that  within  the  next  year  or  two  the  organization  of 
State  and  district  leadership  training  schools  and  conferences  will  be 
much  more  widespread. 

A  leadership  training  school  of  one  week  for  the  1939-40  national 
officers  of  the  F.  F.  A.  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  early  in  1940. 
This  experience  put  the  student  officers  in  a  better  position  to  parti- 
cipate in  State  conventions  and  to  discharge  their  other  duties  as 
national  officers.    It  is  a  project  that  should  be  continued. 

RADIO 

The  interest  in  radio  among  the  members  seems  to  be  splendid. 
Several  States  are  taking  full  advantage  of  the  radio  facilities  avail- 
able with  hundreds  of  chapters  and  thousands  of  members  partici- 
pating. A  number  of  State  F.  F.  A.  radio  programs  are  well  estab- 
lished. We  must  always  keep  our  attention  centered  on  the  quality 
of  these  programs,  the  efficiency  with  which  they  are  conducted  and 
the  human  interest  approach  so  necessary  in  audience  appeal.  No 
better  activity  can  be  engaged  in  from  the  standpoint  of  training 
the  members  for  creditable  public  appearances,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  the  public. 

The  national  monthly  radio  program  over  the  N.  B.  C.  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  was  continued  for  the  10th  consecutive  year.  The  theme 
"Old  Farms  and  Ranches"  has  apparently  proven  so  popular  with  the 
listening  public  as  to  warrant  its  continuance  for  1941. 
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EQUIPMENT  AND  MATERIALS 

No  new  official  merchandizing  concerns  were  authorized  during 
the  past  year.  One  concern,  the  James  River  Potteries  at  Hopewell, 
Va.,  was  dropped  from  the  list  and  F.  F.  A.  dinnerware  discontinued 
due  to  lack  of  interest  in  this  merchandise  on  the  part  of  members 
and  inability  of  this  concern  to  continue.  A  wider  use  of  official  equip- 
ment is  much  needed. 

The  task  of  going  back  to  1928,  the  year  the  F.F.A.  was  launched, 
and  supplying  to  various  State  associations,  chapters,  and  individuals 
the  participation  certificates  authorized  several  years  ago  was  com- 
pleted. In  only  a  very  few  cases  were  we  unable  to  get  these  certifi- 
cates into  the  hands  of  the  proper  individual  or  individuals. 

A  quartet  arrangement  of  "Hail  the  F.  F.  A.",  the  Official  Scrap 
Book,  and  the  revised  Manual  constituted  the  important  new  working 
materials  for  the  year.  It  is  recommended  that  no  change  in  size 
and  form  of  the  Scrap  Book  be  made  at  this  time. 

All  announcements,  report  forms,  guides  and  the.  like  used  in 
connection  with  the  activities  of  the  national  organization  were 
printed  and  distributed  to  and  through  State  advisers.  Wider  dis- 
tribution to  chapters  should  be  the  next  step,  whenever  the  printing 
budget  of  the  national  organization  can  be  sufficiently  increased  to 
take  care  of  the  additional  expense. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  National  Convention  were  un- 
avoidably delayed  this  year.  Circumstances  made  it  impossible  to 
get  this  publication  out  earlier  but  steps  will  be  taken  to  see  that 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention  are  available 
much  earlier  in   1941. 

NATIONAL  EXHIBIT 

Although  several  inquiries  were  made  concerning  the  exhibit 
for  use  in  one  or  two  States  and  at  certain  national  meetings,  it  was 
not  used  outside  of  Kansas  City.  This  was  due  to  lack  of  space  to 
accommodate  a  60  ft.  exhibit,  distance  and  expense  involved,  or  un- 
satisfactory transportation  facilities. 

CHAPTER  LIBRARIES 

While  considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  this  important 
subject,  there  is  still  much  to  be  done.  Establishing  and  maintaining 
chapter  libraries  is  another  example  of  a  continuing  project.  Chapters 
that  have  no  libraries  should  get  them  started  and  the  ones  having 
libraries  established  should  constantly  improve  them.  I  can  think 
of  nothing  finer  for  the  organization  than  to  create  in  its  mem- 
bers a  desire  to  read,  and  to  guide  members  in  the  choice  of  good 
reading  material. 

Historical  material  gathered  by  members  on  old  farms,  ranches 
and  plantations  in  the  locality  should,  of  course,  become  a  part  of 
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the  chapter  library.  While  it  is  already  quite  well  understood,  I  think, 
the  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  each  national  convention  should 
always  be  an  important  book  of  any  library. 

NATIONAL  CONTESTS  AND  AWARDS 

You  are  all  familiar  with  the  change  in  the  system  of  recognition 
in  the  National  Chapter  Contest  and  State  Association  Awards  this 
year.  The  plan  of  Gold  Emblem,  Silver  Emblem,  Bronze  Emblem  and 
Honorable  Mention  classifications  seems  to  have  been  well  received 
generally.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  this  plan  be  continued 
for  1940-41  with  no  major  modification. 

Since  the  plan  followed  in  connection  with  the  Star  Farmer 
Awards,  and  the  plan  followed  in  connection  with  the  National  Public 
Speaking  Contest  are  proving  quite  satisfactory,  it  would  seem  un- 
necessary to  make  any  major  changes. 

While  much  improvement  was  noted  in  applications  for  the 
American  Farmer  Degree  this  year,  there  is  still  need  for  further 
improvement  in  these  applications,  year  by  year.  The  new  blank  has 
been  more  satisfactory  than  anything  previously  prepared  and  pro- 
vided for  the  use  of  the  applicants.  However,  it  needs  considerable 
modification  before  it  is  sent  out  for  use  in  1940-41. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  carefully  prepared,  neat,  accurate 
and  understandable  application  is  absolutely  necessary.  An  unusual 
circumstance  that  may  tend  to  raise  a  question  in  the  minds  of  those 
reviewing  it  should  always  be  explained  by  the  applicant  and  that 
explanation  made  a  part  of  the  application. 

MAINTAINING  STANDARDS 

Any  organization,  as  it  grows  and  develops,  is  constantly  face 
to  face  with  the  proposition  of  holding  to  high  standards  throughout 
all  of  its  contacts,  business  procedures  and  activities.  Either  raising 
or  lowering  standards  must  be  based  on  the  right  kind  of  experience, 
careful  thinking  and  sound  judgment.  Lasting  improvement  and 
real  advancement  are  usually  made  on  raising  rather  than  lowering 
standards. 

FUTURE  FARMERS  IN  FOREIGN  LANDS 

It  is  with  a  heavy  heart  that  I  come  to  this  section  of  my  report. 
With  the  rapid  change  in  events  in  Europe  during  the  past  years,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell  you  boys  that  we  have  no  information 
on  how  lads  in  foreign  lands  have  fared  who,  under  the  guidance  of 
their  unselfish  leaders,  have  tried  to  develop  organizations  patterned 
after  the  F.  F.  A.  I  am  thinking  particularly  of  the  Future  Farmers 
of  Greece,  the  Future  Farmers  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  Progressive 
Farmers  of  Albania.  Let  us  hope  that  they  have  not  been  already 
crushed  in  a  devastating  war  machine  and  that  when  normal  times 
are  restored  that  they  will  be  able  to  carry  on  as  they  want  to  carry 
on.   We  can  but  hope  for  the  best,  sometime  in  the  future.   We  should 
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be  thankful  for  peace  in  our  own  land  and  be  glad  for  the  opportunity 
we  have  to  move  forward  unhampered  by  the  result  of  military  ambi- 
tion and  the  horrors  that  always  attend  war. 

SOME  PROBLEMS  TO  BE  FACED 

Although  the  organization  is  making  headway,  gaining  recogni- 
tion, and  widening  its  field  of  service,  there  are  some  fundamental 
problems  still  bothering  us.  Some  of  these  problems  are  really  in 
the  A  B  C's  of  the  F.  F.  A.  Some  are  intricate  and  difficult.  All  of 
them  deserve  the  attention  of  every  member  —  both  active  and 
honorary. 

1.  More  members  need  to  know  more  about  the  F.  F.  A.  The  new 
Manual  gives  the  necessary  information. 

2.  The  public  still  needs  a  great  deal  more  information  about  the 
F.  F.  A. 

3.  Closer  contact  is  needed  between  all  units  of  the  organization 
— local,  district,  area,  federation,  State,  regional,  and  national. 

4.  In  certain  sections  of  the  country  there  is  a  marked  lack  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  F.  F.  A.  as  compared  to  certain  other  sec- 
tions. The  organization  is  taken  too  much  in  a  matter-of-fact 
manner. 

5.  In  general,  not  enough  time  is  available  at  State  conventions  to 
transact  the  business  of  the  organization. 

6.  There  is  still  a  lack  of  member  participation  at  State  conven- 
tions. Time  is  not  as  well  utilized  as  it  should  be.  Delegates  are 
not  too  well  informed. 

7.  Officers  in  the  F.  F.  A.  are  not  always  selected  carefully. 

8.  There  is  still  not  enough  continuous,  systematic  leadership  train- 
ing going  on  over  the  country  as  a  whole. 

9.  Our  local  and  State  programs  of  work  need  to  be  stronger. 

10.  We're  more  contest  inclined  than  productively  inclined  as  re- 
vealed in  present  programs  of  work. 

11.  Increased  and  improved  travel  provisions  for  State  officers 
is  necessary  in  order  to  tie  the  State  associations  closer  together 
and  to  improve  chapter  work  in  general. 

12.  The  purchase  and  use  of  unofficial  merchandise  by  members  is 
a  real  problem. 

13.  Some  States  are  not  taking  advantage  of  national  officer  assist- 
ance available. 

14.  The  F.  F.  A.  needs  to  become  still  better  known  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
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SUMMARY 

Before  coming  to  the  statistical  part  of  my  report,  I  wish  to  say 
that  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  another  year  side  by  side  with 
National  Adviser  J.  A.  Linke  and  National  Treasurer  Henry  Grose- 
close.  This  year's  national  student  officers  have  been  sincere,  hard 
working  and  cooperative.  Our  work  together  has  been  pleasant  and 
we  hope  profitable  from  the  standpoint  of  organization  advancement. 
To  Lenna  Gauss  and  E.  D.  Tyler  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  office 
this  year,  I  also  wish  to  express  grateful  appreciation  for  their  splen- 
did work  and  loyal  support. 

The  following  results  are  submitted  on  the  1939-40  national  pro- 
gram of  work ;  the  percentages  of  accomplishment  are  approximate : 

1.  Strive  for  increased  membership. 

Goal — 240,000  active  members  by  the  Thirteenth  National  Conven- 
tion. 
Accomplishment — 231,724  members  in  6,954  chapters. 

2.  Stimulate  interest  in  the  use  of  the  Official  Manual. 
Goal — 100%  of  officers  owning  Manuals. 
Accomplishment — 65%. 

Goal — 50%  of  members  owning  Manuals. 
Accomplishment — 24%. 

Goal — 100%  of  members  having  access  to  Manuals. 
Accomplishment — 86%. 

3.  Continue  to  make  available  official  Chapter  Secretary  and  Chap- 

ter Treasurer  books  and  encourage  their  use. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  using  Secretary's  book. 
Accomplishment — 67%. 

Goal — 100%  of  chapters  using  Treasurer's  book. 
Accomplishment — 53%. 

4.  Encourage  use  of  Official  Uniform  by  members. 

Goal — 100%  of  State  officers  attired  in  Official  Uniforms. 

Accomplishment — 74% . 

Goal — 100%   of  chapter  delegates  to   State  Association  Convention 

attired  in  Official  Uniforms. 
Accomplishment — 17%. 

5.  Encourage  use  of  appropriate  standard  F.  F.  A.  paraphernalia  in 

connection  with  all  F.  F.  A.  gatherings. 
Goal — 100%  participation  by  chapters  and  State  associations. 
Accomplishment — 75% . 

6.  Encourage  and  further  familiarize  members  with  F.  F.  A.  mer- 

chandise available. 
Accomplishment — The    National    organization   mailed   letters   to   all 


FUTURE/  FARMERS    OF    AMERICA  [67] 

State  Advisers,  Executive  Advisers,  and  Executive  Secretaries  of 
F.  F.  A.  describing  the  materials  available,  and  indicating  concerns 
from  which  all  merchandise  could  be  secured. 

7.  Encourage  and  assist  chapters  to  build  up  chapter  libraries. 
Goal — 85%  of  chapters  having  libraries. 
Accomplishment — 66%. 

8.  Encourage  chapters  to  cooperatively  earn  money  for  the  benefit 

of  the  chapter  and  encourage  the  chapters  to  buy  and  sell  co- 
operatively for  the  benefit  of  the  members. 

Goal — 75%  of  the  chapters  participating. 

Accomplishment — 74% . 

9.  Create  interest  in  the  use  of  the  Official  Opening  and  Closing 

Ceremonies  at  all  F.  F.  A.  meetings. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  and  associations  participating. 
Accomplishment — 90% . 

10.  Encourage  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  chapter  meetings  by 

use  of  accepted  parliamentary  procedure. 
Goal — 100%  chapter  participation.  * 

Accomplishment — 89% . 

11.  Encourage  greater  member  participation  in  public  speaking. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  holding  a  public  speaking  contest. 
Accomplishment — 52%. 

12.  Encourage  home  improvement  among  members  to  include  land- 

scaping, repair,  electrification,  and  the  like. 
Goal — 95%  of  chapters  participating. 
Accomplishment — 70%. 

13.  Encourage  and  improve  rural  fire  prevention  programs  through 

education  and  demonstration. 
Goal — 100%  chapter  participation. 
Accomplishment — 31  %. 

14.  Encourage   continuous  conservation  programs   to   include   work 

with  soils,  water,  trees,  prevention  of  forest  fires,  protection 

of  wild  life  and  the  like. 
Goal — 100%    chapter   participation   with   80%    of   chapter   members 

carrying  on  such  improvement  on  their  home  farms. 
Accomplishment — 62%  of  the  chapters  participated. 

15.  Continue  to  cooperate  with  the  Livestock  Loss  Prevention  Board 

in  their  survey  work  and  helping  to  reduce  livestock  loss. 
Accomplishment — 34%  of  the  chapters  assisted. 
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16.  Encourage    establishing    and    maintaining    State    Camps    with 

Leadership  Training  Schools  held  in  connection  with  these 
camps. 

Goal — 100%  of  States  with  leadership  training  conferences  and 
camps. 

Accomplishment — 72%  of  States  held  leadership  training  confer- 
ences ;  and  23  States  have  permanent  camps  or  State- wide  recrea- 
tional activities. 

17.  Encourage  the  organization  of  State  bands  and  other  musical 

units  working  toward  a  national  F.  F.  A.  band. 
Goal — 60%  State  participation. 
Accomplishment — 37%    of    States   had   a   band,   orchestra   or   other 

musical  organization. 

18.  Encourage  establishing  and  maintaining  official  State  F.  F.  A. 

publications  and  their  exchange  with  other  associations. 
Goal — 100%  State  participation. 
Accomplishment — 94% . 

19.  Encourage    organized    State    radio    broadcasts    operating   on    a 

systematic  basis. 
Goal — 75%  State  participation. 
A  ccomplishment — 78  % . 

20.  States  to  prepare  a  display  for  the  Thirteenth  National  Conven- 

tion; plan  to  be  developed  by  the  National  Board  of  Trustees. 
Goal — 100%   State  participation. 
Accomplishment — 55%  of  the  associations  prepared  displays. 

21.  Arrange  as   far  as  possible  to  have   some  national  officer  visit 

each  State  during  the  year. 
Accomplishment — National  officers  visited  41  States  on  request  dur- 
ing the  year. 

22.  Set  National  F.   F.  A.  Day  for  Tuesday  of  Convention  Week, 

November,    1940.     Provide   for   special   national   radio   broad- 
casts. Request  chapters  to  listen  in  and  schedule  special  public 
programs  on  that  day. 
Accomplishment — 100%  as  planned. 

23.  Encourage  early  and  systematic  preparation  on  the  part  of  all 

members  wishing  to  advance  in  degree  membership. 
Accomplishment — This  was  encouraged  by  letter  from  the  national 
office  and  through  visits  to  States  by  the  national  officers. 

24.  Publish  and  distribute  to  every  State  association,  chapter,  and 

official  delegate  to  the  national  convention,  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Twelfth  National  Convention. 
Accomplishment — Carried   out  as   planned   through   State   Advisers. 
8,000  copies  printed  and  distributed. 
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25.  Finish  paying  for  the  national  camp  site  and  prepare  a  compre- 

hensive plan  for  developing  and  maintaining  this  camp. 
A  ccomplishmen  t —  1 00  % . 

26.  Continue  to  maintain  contact  with  and  assist  other  organizations 

patterned  after  the  F.  F.  A.  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
foreign  lands. 
Accomplishment — Not  accomplished   due   to   unsettled   conditions   in 
Europe. 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  various  State  associations 
for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1940,  based  on  information  obtained  from 
their  annual  reports  is  as  follows : 

Total  number  active  chartered  chapters  of  F.  F.  A 6,954 

Total   reported   active   membership   in   chartered   chap- 
ters  of   F.   F.  A 231,724 

Total  increase  in  active  chapters  over  last  year 654 

Total   increase   in   number   of   members   over   previous 

year  25,566 

Number  of  chapters  inactive  or  dropped  during  year  ____  172 

Total  number  of  boys  initiated  as  Green  Hands 98,835 

Total    number    of    Green    Hands    advanced    to    Future 

Farmers    65 ,622 

Total   number   of   Future   Farmers   advanced   to   State 

Farmers    2 ,983 

Total   number   of    State    Farmers    receiving   American 

Farmer  Degree  at  the   13th  Convention 155 

Total  number  of  active  members   now  holding  Green 

Hand   Degree   121,205 

Total  number  of  active  members  now  holding  Future 

Farmer   Degree 105,556 

Total   number   of   active   members   now   holding   State 

Farmer   Degree   4,671 

Total  number  of  associate  members  (local) 22,153 

Total  number  of  honorary  members  (local) 14,678 

Total  number  of  honorary  members  (State) 1,353 

Grand  total  of  members  reported 270,146 

Total   number   of   members   po'ssessing   a   copy   of   the 

Manual   54,564 

Total  number  of  chapter  officers  owning  Manuals 27,142 

Total  number  of  members  having  access  to  Manuals  ___        199,463 

Number  of  members  with  individual  long-time  farming 

programs    ~ 137,769 
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Number  of  chapters   using  official  chapter   secretary's 

book    4,647 

Number  of  chapters  using  official  treasurer's  book 3,673 

Number  of  chapters  possessing  full  meeting  equipment-  5,212 

Number  of  chapters  using  the  opening  and  closing  cere- 
monies  for   meetings   6,258 

Number  of  chapters  holding  one  or  more  meetings  for 

special  instruction  in  parliamentary  procedure 6,214 

Number  of  chapters  using  the  official  metal  markers .  2,899 

Number  of  chapters  using  official  uniform 1,666 

Number  of  chapters  having  libraries  4,579 

Number  of  chapters  having  thrift  banks 1,707 

Number  of  chapters  holding  parent  and  son  banquets 4,857 

Number. of  chapters  holding  a  public  speaking  contest 3,637 

Number    of    chapters    entering    the    National    Chapter 

Contest  - 895 

Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  home  im- 
provement work  4,894 

Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  conservation 

work   . 4,337 

Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  cooperative 
effort  for  financing  chapter  activities  and  to  de- 
rive financial  benefit  for  individual  members 5,170 

Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  pest  eradi- 
cation  '. 3,3 14 

Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized   rural  fire 

prevention  work  :_ 2,167 

Number  of  chapters  issuing  news  sheets  or  news  letters  1,915 

Number  of  chapters  preparing  publicity  material  regu- 
larly    4,716 

Number  of  chapters  that  have  prepared  or  given  radio 

programs    . 1,797 

Number  of  chapters  owning  or  having  access  to  radios..  4,592 

Number    of    chapters    that    have    listened    to    National 

F.  F.  A.  Radio  Programs  4,026 

Number  of  F.  F.  A.  homes  where  members  of  family 
have  listened  to  one  or  more  National  F.  F.  A. 
Radio    Programs    l 79,193 

Number  of  chapters  holding  10%  or  more  of  their  mem- 
bers as  active  during  the  three-year  period  fol- 
lowing completion  of,  or  leaving  high  school 1,915 
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Number    of    State    associations    providing    State-wide 

recreational  activities  for  members 23 

Number  of  chapters  participating  in  State-wide  recrea- 
tional activities  3,074 

Number  of  members  attending  State-wide  recreational 

activities  34,525 

Number  of  State  associations  providing  State  leadership 
training  school  or  conference  for  local  chapter 
officers    and   members   35 

Number  of   chapters   participating  in   State   leadership 

training  schools  3,925 

Number  of  members  participating  in   State  leadership 

training    schools    41,875 

State  associations  sponsoring  a  radio  broadcast  series.-.  34 

State   associations   having  a   band,   orchestra   or   other 

musical  organization  18 

Total  number  of  members  participating  in  State  musical 

organizations    2,077 

State  associations  having  a  regular  State  paper,  periodi- 
cal, or  news  sheet  46 

Total  number  of  printed  State  F.  F.  A.  publications 22 

Total  number  of  mimeographed   State   F.   F.  A.   news 

sheets    24 

Total  number  of  delegates  attending  State  conventions  11,337 

Total  membership  attendance  at  State  conventions 39,415 

Average  length  in  days  of  State  conventions 2.65 

State  associations  using  opening  and  closing  ceremonies 

at   State   conventions   1 48 

Total  number  of  State  officers  attired  in  official  uniform 

at   State   conventions   218 

Total  number  of  chapters  visited  by  State  officers 1,208 

State  associations  having  exhibits  at  National  conven- 
tion     27 

Total   amount   actually   invested   in   farming  by   active 

members  as  of  January  1,  1940 $11,130,447.52 

Total  number  of  collegiate  chapters  of  F.  F.  A.  reported 

in  operation    36 

Total  reported  membership  in  collegiate  chapters 1,818 

Total    number    of.  State    associations    having    definite 

planned  budgets  21 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  ROSS,  National  Executive  Secretary. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  National  Treasurer 


Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements 

October  1,  1939  to  November  1,  1940 

RECEIPTS:  Income  only 

National  Dues  Collected   1939-1940 $22,983.60 

Royalties  : 

L.  G.  Balfour  $  2,074.61 

French-Bray  Printing  Co.  393.34 

Staunton  Novelty  Co.  525.88 

St.   Louis   Button   Co.  99.26 

Universal  Uniform   Co.  700.66 

U.  S.  Recording  Co.  3.88 

Total   Royalties   3,797.63 

Other  Income  : 

National  Grange   200.00 

Interest  on  Savings  77.67 

Interest  on  U.  S.  Bond 248.89 

Premium  from  sale  U.  S.  Bond  1,453.13 

Total  of  other  income  1,979.69 

Total  Income  for  Year  1939-1940 $28,760.92 

DISBURSEMENTS:  Expenses  only 

On  Budget: 

1938-39  during  1939-40 7,775.36 

1939-40  12,759.98 

Total   Expenses   20,535.34 

Profit  or  increase  in  receipts  over 

disbursements  8,225.58 

Savings  Account  October   1,   1939 3,088.12 

Checking  Account  October  1,  1939  10,051.77 

U.  S.  Bond 10,000.00 

National  F.  F.  A.  Camp  as  of  Oct.  1,  1939  5,074.28 

Total  Assets  October  1,  1939  28,214.17 

Total  Assets  Nov.  1,  1940...  $36,439.75 
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Represented  By: 

Bank  balance   Nov.    1st,    1940 17,029.07 

Less  checks  outstanding  this  date 2,847.48 


14,181.59 
Deposit  October  30,  1940  7.86 


Check  book  balance  Nov.  1st,  1940...  14,189.45 
Savings  Account  balance 

November   1st,   1940 10,039.07 

National  F.F.A.  Camp  (real  estate)-  12,211.23 


Savings  Account  balance  Oct.  1,  1939-     3,088.12  36,439.75 

Interest  on  Savings  77.67 


3,165.79 
Transferred  from  checking  account  6,873.28 


Total  Savings  Nov.  1,  1940.  10,039.07 

U.  S.  Bond 10,000.00 

Less  payment  in  full  on  F.F.A.  Camp  ___-  7,136.95 


Balance  in  Checking  Account  $  2,863.05 


NATIONAL  DUES  COLLECTED 

October  1,  1939  to  November  1,  1940 

Alabama  $  583.70      Michigan   533.20 

Arizona  80.60     Minnesota    355.70 

Arkansas    638.00     Mississippi  493.90 

California  886.80     Missouri  .  756.50 

Colorado  169.70     Montana  178.40 

Delaware    25.20     Nebraska   293.80 

Florida   355.00     Nevada   . 32.20 

Georgia  953.70     New  Hampshire  54.80 

Hawaii    195.10     New  Jersey  65.10 

Idaho  180.90     New   Mexico  120.20 

Illinois  1,078.70     New  York  758.90 

Indiana   157.90     North  Carolina  1,110.80 

Iowa    459.10     North  Dakota  125.50 

Kansas    497.20     Ohio  1,024.90 

Kentucky   719.50     Oklahoma  747.60 

Louisiana   773.90     Oregon   212.00 

Maine    142.40     Pennsylvania  578.90 

Maryland    :•__.  193.90     Puerto  Rico  266.00 

Massachusetts  68.50     South  Carolina  535.20 
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South  Dakota  213.80     Washington  342.30 

Tennessee    96370      West  Virginia  341.80 

Texas    2,753.00     Wisconsin  714.90 

Utah    275.00     Wyoming  105.90 

Vermont  67.20  

Virginia    802.60  $22,983.60 


AUDITOR'S  STATEMENT 

I  have  examined  the  records  maintained  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Henry 
C.  Groseclose,  the  National  Treasurer  of  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America,  for  the  period  from  October  1,  1939  to  November  1,  1940, 
and  have  prepared  therefrom  the  following  statements  hereto  at- 
tached. 

Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 
National  Dues  Collected  from  State  Chapters. 
Budget  Report  (final  report  on  1938-39). 
Budget  Report  1939-40. 

The  balances  as  of  November  1,  1940  were  verified  by  the  bank 
statements,  savings  deposit  book,  and  further  certified  to  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  J.  M.  Kessler,  Cashier  of  The  National  Bank  of  Blacksburg, 
letter  attached.  One  deposit  was  made  after  the  bank  statement  was 
mailed,  amounting  to  $7.86  as  shown  on  the  report. 

The  books  are  in  good  order  and  all  receipts  recorded  are  properly 
accounted  for. 

George  B.  Gose 

State  of  Virginia 

County  of  Montgomery,  to  wit : 

I,  H.  A.  Clingenpeel,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  state  and 
county  aforesaid,  do  certify  that  Geo.  B.  Gose  whose  name  is  signed 
to  the  above  writing,  has  this  day  acknowledged  the  same  before  me 
in  my  State  and  County. 

This  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1940. 

My  commission  expires  September  15,  1942. 

H.  A.  Clingenpeel, 

Notary  Public. 
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BANK  STATEMENT 

NATIONAL  BANK  OF  BLACKSBURG 

Blacksburg,  Virginia 

October  31,  1940. 
Mr.  George  B.  Gose,  Auditor 

of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 

Blacksburg,  Va. 

Dear  Mr.  Gose : 

At  the  close  of  business  October  28th,  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America  had  on  deposit  on  checking  account  $17,029.07  and  on  sav- 
ings account  $10,039.07. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  M.  KESSLER, 

Cashier. 

NATIONAL  BUDGET  —  1939-40 

(From  the  close  of  the  Twelfth  National  Convention  and  after  all 

items  chargeable  to  the  1938-39  year  had  been  paid,  to  the 

close  of  the  Thirteenth  National  Convention,  including 

all  expenses  incurred  during  this  period) 

Amount  Amount 

Budgeted  Expended 

1.  Travel  of  National  Officers,  Designated 
Officials  and  Specified  Representatives.  (To 
include  national  convention,  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  one  meeting  of  the 
Advisory  Council,  special  meetings,  re- 
gional public  speaking  contests,  regional 
conferences,    visits    to    States    and    other 

authorized  travel)  ..  $  4,500.00    $  4,403.19 

2.  Thirteenth  National  Convention.  (For 
delegate  expense,  supplies,  programs,  new 
equipment,  special  entertainment,  exhibits, 
decorations,  official  bands,  publicity,  special 
stenographic    help,    building    service     and 

other  general  expenses  4,800.00        4,611.59 

3.  American  Farmer  Keys  950.00         1,113.75 

4.  National  Prizes,  Awards  and  Exhibits. 
(To  include  past  officer  pins ;  Star  Farmer 
medal ;  public  speaking  contest  prizes, 
chapter  contest  prizes;  State  association 
awards ;  prizes  for  national  vocational 
judging  contests ;   special  awards ;   partici- 
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pation  certificates  and  making  changes  in 
national  exhibit  and  transporting  it  to 
designated  national  meetings  2,790.00         2,529.50 

5.  Printing.  (To  include  stationery ;  report 
forms  ;  notifications  to  States  ;  contest  rules  ; 
American  Farmer  applications  ;  proceedings 
of  the  convention ;  special  publications 
printed    supplies    given    to    chapters    and 

similar  items)  2,200.00        2,155.07 

6.  National  Radio  Program.  (To  assist  in 
defraying  expenses  of  representatives 
of  State  associations  to  National  Broad 
casting  Company  key  stations ;  to  provide 
special  talent,  to  maintain  quality  of  pro- 
grams    and     encourage     State     and     local 

programs)    600.00  510.32 

7.  National  Office.  (To  include  purchase  of 
necessary  supplies  and  small  equipment ; 
pay  necessary  postage  and  snipping 
charges ;  pay  telephone  and  telegraph ; 
provide  publicity  materials,  and  other  simi- 
lar   miscellaneous    items    incurred    by    the 

office)    700.00  61 1.45 

8.  Clerical  Assistance  and  Clerical  Equipment. 
(Regular  and  special — for  the  National 
Executive  Secretary  and  the  National 
Treasurer  as  required  to  carry  on  the  work 

of  the  organization)  3,900.00        3,994.29 


Total  $20,440.00    $19,929.16 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  C.  GROSECLOSE 
W.  A.  ROSS 
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(1)  GERALD  REYENGA 

(2)  LEWIS  KELLY,  JR.  (5)  JESSE  ANDERSON 

(3)  JOHN  W.  SHAFFER  (6)   LaROY  DUVALL 

(4)  JACK  DEASON  (7)  JAMES  S.  CUNNINGHAM 


Star  Farmer  Awards 


November  12  was  National  F.  F.  A.  Day.  All  over  the  nation, 
groups  of  members  were  celebrating  in  their  own  way  the  founding 
of  their  organization.    The  celebration  has  become  an  annual  custom. 
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At  2  P.  M.  in  the  arena  at  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show 
on  this  day,  several  thousand  F.  F.  A.  members  gathered  to  witness 
the  parade  that  included  national  officers,  delegates,  prize  winners 
and  judging  contestants,  and  to  hear  the  1940  "Star  Farmers"  an- 
nounced. 

Amid  enthusiasm,  color  and  cheers,  W.  A.  Cochel,  Editor  of  the 
Weekly  Kansas  City  Star,  sponsor  of  these  awards  from  the  begin- 
ning, made  known  the  winners  whose  names  appear  below.  Pre- 
sentation of  awards  was  made  by  M.  D.  Collins,  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  in  Georgia  and  President  of  the  Chief  State 
School  Officers  of  the  United  States.     The  winners  were  as  follows : 

Gerald  Reyenga  of  Emmet,  Arkansas,  Star  Farmer  of  America — 
$500.00. 

Jesse  Anderson  of  Hanford,  California,  Star  Farmer  of  the 
Pacific  Region— $150.00. 

Lewis  Kelly,  Jr.,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  Star  Farmer  of  the 
North  Central  Region— $150.00. 

John  William  Shaffer,  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  Star  Farmer  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Region— $150.00. 

Jack  Deason  of  Fort  Cobb,  Star  Farmer  of  Oklahoma — $100.00. 

James  S.  Cunningham,  El  Dorado,  Star  Farmer  of  Kansas — $100. 

La  Roy  Duvall,  Lamar,  Star  Farmer  of  Missouri — $100. 

Young  Reyenga,  by  virtue  of  his  record  in  the  nation  as  a  whole, 
became  also  Star  Farmer  of  Arkansas  and  of  the  Southern  Region. 

The  1940  Judges  on  Star  Farmer  Awards  were :  Robert  E.  Wood, 
chairman  of  the  Board,  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co. ;  Thomas  E.  Wilson, 
chairman  of  the  Board,  Wilson  &  Company ;  and  Roger  M.  Kyes, 
Director  National  Youth  Foundation,  Dearborn,  Michigan.  Sum- 
maries of  the  records  of  the  1940  "Star  Farmers"  follow: 

GERALD  REYENGA 

At  the  time  of  the  13th  National  Convention  of  F.  F.  A.,  17-year- 
old  Gerald  Reyenga  of  Emmet,  Arkansas,  had  the  responsibility  for 
securing  from  a  500-acre  farm  a  living  for  himself,  his  mother,  and 
seven  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  Since  that  time,  17-year-old 
Gerald  has  the  added  responsibility  of  living  up  to  the  title  of  "1940 
Star  American  Farmer  of  the  F.  F.  A.",  a  title  conferred  upon  him 
as  a  result  of  his  remarkable  program  in  farming,  rural  leadership, 
community  service,  school  activities,  and  scholarship.  Two  years  ago, 
Gerald  took  over  the  operation  and  management  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  now  owns  in  partnership  with  his  mother.  As  a  student  of 
vocational  agriculture,  he  had  previously  conducted  projects  in  corn, 
cotton,  potatoes,  beans,  swine  and  dairy  cattle.  Under  his  manage- 
ment last  year  the  farm,  as  a  whole,  showed  a  good  profit. 
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The  honor  conferred  upon  Gerald  did  not  descend  upon  him  out 
of  a  clear  sky.  Several  years  of  hard  work  lie  behind  it.  He  started 
hoeing  cotton  and  milking  cows  when  he  was  about  6  years  of  age. 
He  grew  up  knowing  farming  as  his  father  and  his  neighbors  had 
done  it.  But  vocational  agriculture  gave  him  new  ideas  and  a  new 
conception  of  farming.  He  wanted  to  do  better  farming  than  had 
been  done  in  his  community ;  his  experiences  and  training  in  voca- 
tional classes  pointed  the  way.  His  father  encouraged  Gerald  and 
assisted  him  in  combining  his  training  with  his  practical  work  on 
the  farm. 

The  big  Arkansas  farm  formerly  belonged  to  Gerald's  grand- 
parents. They  turned  it  over  to  his  father  in  their  old  age  with  the 
understanding  he  was  to  pay  them  interest  on  it  while  they  were 
living;  afterward  it  then  became  his  property. 

Gerald's  father  died  in  the  summer  of  1939  and  the  farm  became 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Reyenga.  The  eldest  son,  Billie,  19  years  of 
age,  was  interested  in  agriculture  but  wanted  to  become  a  teacher 
of  vocational  agriculture.  He  attends  the  University  of  Arkansas  at 
Fayetteville. 

Even  before  his  father's  death,  Gerald  had  shown  such  an  in- 
terest in  and  understanding  of  soil,  crops  and  livestock  that  his  mother 
did  not  hesitate  to  make  an  arrangement  that  would  give  him  a  free 
hand  and  at  the  same  time  provide  the  family  a  good  living  income. 
She  agreed  to  give  Gerald  a  third  of  the  farm  in  exchange  for  his 
management  of  all  of  it.  He  was  also  to  have  what  he  produced  on 
his  own  third. 

A  review  of  the  4-year  vocational  agriculture  farming  record,  as 
taken  from  young  Reyenga's  application  for  the  American  Farmer 
Degree,  among  other  things,  reveals  the  following: 

First  year:  1*4  acres  of  corn,  6J/2  acres  of  potatoes.  Built  shop  and 
poultry  house,  painted  home,  and  improved  yard. 

Second  year :  1  acre  of  corn  and  %.  acre  of  potatoes.  Built  4  miles 
of  fence,  pruned  orchard,  built  smoke  house,  and  planted  20  acres 
of  vetch. 

Third  year:  8  acres  of  cotton,  5  acres  of  corn,  y±  acres  of  beans,  30 
acres  of  lespedeza  and  10  acres  of  legumes.  Built  well-house, 
fruit  closet  and  2  miles  of  fence. 

Fourth  year:  30  acres  of  cotton,  20  acres  of  corn,  12  acres  of  potatoes. 
Terraced  10  acres,  set  4  shade  trees,  planted  40  acres  of  soil- 
improving  crops,  pruned  3  acres  of  orchards,  and  built  2  miles 
of  fence. 

Two  acres  of  the  1939  corn  were  entered  in  the  Arkansas  F.  F.  A. 
corn  contest.  Gerald's  corn,  which  was  side-dressed  with  200  pounds 
of  nitrate  of  soda  to  the  acre,  and  grown  on  land  that  had  had  a  green 
manure  crop  turned  under,  produced  82  bushels  to  the  acre.    Gerald 
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received  first  prize  and  was  given  the  title  of  "F.F.A.  Corn  Champion" 
of  the  State.  His  cotton  that  year  averaged  better  than  half  a  bale 
to  the  acre.  Gerald  believes  that  when  agricultural  experts  have  de- 
veloped an  improved  kind  of  pasture  grass,  grain  seed,  or  fertilizer, 
farmers  should  follow  these  practices.  He  has  done  so  in  his  project 
work  and  now  on  the  entire  farm. 

Gerald's  last  year  in  high  school  was  the  best  crop  year  in  10 
years  on  the  farm.  The  1940  corn  averaged  more  than  40  bushels  to 
the  acre.  The  potatoes  yielded  1,000  sacks  of  100  pounds  each.  These 
were  graded  on  the  farm,  sacked  and  marketed  under  the  farm's  own 
brand  name. 

As  Gerald  grows  to  his  job,  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  determine 
just  where  his  individual  interests  stop  and  where  those  of  the  farm 
as  a  whole  begin.  This  shows  he  is  growing  into  the  business.  Last 
spring  he  bought  a  registered  Jersey  bull  to  be  used  with  his  Jersey 
heifer  and  14  grade  cows  on  the  family  two-thirds  of  the  farm.  He 
also  helped  buy  a  J^-ton  truck  for  general  use  on  the  farm.  Gerald 
does  his  own  work  on  his  farm  machinery.  Crops  produced  on  the 
whole  farm  this  past  year  included  62  acres  of  cotton,  40  acres  of 
lespedeza  for  hay,  45  acres  of  corn,  3  acres  of  string  beans,  and  7  acres 
of  cane.  On  the  farm  there  is  a  1^4-acre  home  orchard.  Three  hundred 
acres  are  in  pasture  and  woodland.  One  hundred  gallons  of  sorghum 
were  made.  The  family  keeps  the  products  needed  and  sells  the  re- 
mainder. Enough  of  Gerald's  pigs  are  slaughtered  to  supply  the 
family  with  meat ;  the  other  pigs  go  to  market.  The  fruit  closet 
is  filled  with  canned  fruit  for  the  winter  by  the  mother  and  older 
daughters. 

Gerald  graduated  from  Laneburg  High  School  in  May  1940.  He 
had  4  years  of  vocational  agriculture,  and  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He 
served  as  secretary  and  reporter  of  his  local  chapter,  served  on  finance 
and  program  of  work  committees,  participated  in  district  and  State 
F.  F.  A.  judging  contests,  appeared  on  F.  F.  A.  radio  programs,  was 
a  delegate  to  the  State  F.  F.  A.  conventions  in  1938  and  1940,  and 
attended  the  national  conventions  in  1939  and  1940. 

This  young  man  has  fully  demonstrated  his  leadership  ability 
and  his  ability  to  cooperate.  He  cooperated  with  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service  in  sodding  his  pasture ;  cooperated  with  the  State  Safety 
Council ;  participated  in  county  fairs  and  livestock  shows ;  belongs 
to  the  Nevada  County  Purebred  Sire  Association,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Farm  Bureau.  An  adult  evening  class  in  agriculture  went  to 
the  Reyenga  farm  when  Gerald  talked  on  and  demonstrated  good 
farm  forestry  practices,  such  as  selective  cutting  and  fire  prevention. 

Farming  activities  and  responsibility  for  the  family  have  not  pre- 
vented Gerald  from  taking  part  in  school  affairs.  He  led  his  entire 
class  in  scholarship,  served  as  president  of  his  class,  and  was  captain 
of  the  basketball  team.  Throughout  the  summer  of  1938  he  operated 
a  cold  drink  stand  for  the  P.  T.  A.  and  the  F.  F.  A.  cooperatively. 
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Gerald  has  never  failed  to  spend  at  least  one  full  week  out  of 
each  year  at  Camp  Couchdale  since  becoming  an  F.  F.  A.  member. 
Although  farming  is  his  chief  interest,  he  feels  that  the  importance  of 
taking  advantage  of  recreation  and  leadership  training  at  the  State 
F.  F.  A.  Camp  cannot  be  overemphasized.  His  hobbies  are  hunting 
and  fishing. 

Gerald's  attendance  at  college  this  year  came  somewhat  as  a 
surprise.  Late  in  the  summer,  Fred  A.  Smith,  State  Director  of 
Vocational  Education,  notified  him  of  a  scholarship  award  providing 
a  year's  free  board  and  tuition  at  the  University  of  Arkansas.  Of 
course  there  was  some  debate  at  home  on  how  Gerald  could  get  away 
but  it  was  finally  decided  that  he  should  go. 

Truly  an  outstanding  member  and  leader,  Gerald  Reyenga  gained 
the  coveted  honor  of  "Star  Farmer  of  America"  largely  because  he 
was  willing  to  work,  think  ahead,  take  responsibility,  and  cooperate. 
His  record,  along  with  the  other  Star  Farmer  records  is  an  inspira- 
tion and  a  challenge  to  every  member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  organization. 

JESSE  ANDERSON,  JR. 

Jesse  Anderson's  farming  program  developing  his  theory  that 
livestock  is  necessary  to  diversify  straight  grain  farming  won  this 
18-year-old  Hanford,  California,  youth  the  title  of  "Star  Farmer  of 
the  Pacific  Region". 

Jesse  was  active  in  high  school  and  was  an  interested  member  of 
the  F.  F.  A. ;  he  graduated  in  1939.  He  served  as  chapter  reporter  for 
two  years ;  participated  in  the  school  fair  and  in  five  State  judging 
contests  ;  was  State  Champion  Dairy  Cattle  Judge  in  1938  and  1939 ; 
participated  in  and  won  two  firsts  in  the  District  project  contests  in 
Kings,  Kern,  and  Tulare  Counties ;  was  in  charge  of  Dairy  cattle  ex- 
hibiting at  the  State  Fair ;  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  F.F.A.  con- 
vention in  1939. 

Young  Anderson  and  his  father  cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent. 
The  two  make  an  excellent  team  in  that  Jesse,  who  is  particularly 
interested  in  livestock,  is  adding  to  the  diversity  of  the  farm  which 
previously  has  been  devoted  primarily  to  grain  production.  Father 
and  son  show  that  they  are  truly  progressive  in  readjusting  the  pro- 
gram together. 

Jesse's  father  has  700  acres  of  fertile  grain  land  in  a  section  of 
the  old  Tulare  lakebed  given  over  almost  entirely  to  grain  farming. 
Two  generations  ago,  Tulare  L'ake  was  a  large  body  of  water  with 
steamboats  transporting  goods  and  people  across  it.  This  old  lake 
bed  is  said  to  be  the  greatest  concentrated  barley  producing  area 
in  the  world.  The  Anderson  farm  is  on  the  outside  of  an  area  fre- 
quently flooded.  The  principal  crop  is  grain.  In  such  a  situation  Jesse 
grew  up  but  his  idea  was  that  for  a  permanent  agriculture  diversifi- 
cation was  necessary.   He  was  not  content  with  the  two-season  opera- 
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tion  of  planting  and  harvesting.    He  believed  that  only  with  livestock 
and  poultry  can  grain  land  be  maintained  in  a  fertile  condition. 

Young  Anderson  has  had  a  free  hand  in  the  developing  of  the 
livestock  enterprises  and  these  have  been  his  sole  responsibility. 
He  developed  a  herd  of  14  purebred  registered  Jersey  cattle,  150 
pedigreed  laying  hens,  and  also  demonstrated  his  ability  to  raise  field 
crops  profitably. 

Jesse  is  becoming  a  real  farmer  citizen.  He  has  been  active  in 
every  worthwhile  community  enterprise.  Cooperative  activities  in- 
cluded the  sale  of  hogs  through  the  Farm  Bureau ;  membership  in 
the  Duroc  Jersey  Hog  Association,  the  Hampshire  Hog  Association, 
Wild  Life  Club,  School  Cow  Testing  Association,  American  Jersey 
Cattle  Club,  Dairyman's  Cooperative  Creamery ;  and  participation  in 
State  cow  testing  work  for  "Future  Farmers." 

In  addition  to  developing  his  own  farming  program  and  partici- 
pating in  numerous  cooperative  activities,  Jesse  found  time  for  other 
activities  such  as :  membership  in  the  Boy  Scouts  organization ;  presi- 
dent of  young  people's  church  organization ;  offices  in  Hi-Y ;  and  par- 
ticipation in  track  and  football.  He  also  won  a  certificate  of  merit 
donated  by  the  California  Bankers  Association  for  outstanding  work 
as  a  "Future  Farmer." 

Last  year  the  Hanford  chapter  decided  to  raise  wild  ducks  and 
young  Anderson  helped  to  supervise  the  activity  along  the  Tulare 
lake  shore.  This  year  he  has  gone  into  partnership  with  his  father 
in  operating  the  700-acre  farm,  using  some  of  the  largest  units  of 
modern  farm  machinery.  He  plans  to  continue  to  develop  his  live- 
stock and  poultry  enterprises. 

LEWIS  KELLY,  JR. 

An  outstanding  young  Kentucky  dairy  farmer,  Lewis  Kelly,  Jr., 
of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  chosen  Star  Farmer  of  the  North  Cen- 
tral Region.  Lewis  operates  a  76-acre  dairy  farm  in  Fayette.  His 
father,  because  of  working  in  town,  turned  the  entire  farm  over  to 
Lewis,  who  has  complete  control  and  management  responsibility. 
This  includes  the  employment  of  labor,  deciding  what  to  grow,  and 
the  improvements  to  make.  Under  young  Kelly's  direction,  the  barn 
has  been  remodeled  into  a  standard  dairy  barn,  pastures  have  been 
improved,  and  other  desirable  changes  made. 

Lewis  has  been  running  a  25-cow  dairy.  When  he  entered  high 
school,  there  was  a  small  grade  dairy  herd  on  his  home  farm.  He 
purchased  some  excellent  purebred  cows  and  heifers  and  a  splendid 
bull.  With  this  foundation,  he  now  owns  14  purebred  Jersey  cows, 
2  purebred  bulls,  and  several  purebred  dairy  heifers.  He  purchased 
a  complete  cooling  and  bottling  plant  and  a  delivery  truck.  An  uncle 
who  is  in  the  wholesale  milk  business  in  Lexington  has  helped  Lewis 
get  started.  Besides  being  a  dairyman,  Lewis  has  an  excellent  herd 
of  purebred  Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and  is  a  good  tobacco  grower. 
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When  young-  Kelly  entered  vocational  agriculture  in  1936,  he 
had  $300,  a  purebred  gilt,  and  two  grade  cows.  The  cows  had  been 
raised  from  calves  given  him  by  his  father.  The  $300  was  earned  by 
working  in  his  father's  dairy  and  financed  the  purchase  of  four  pure- 
bred Jersey  heifers.  All  money  taken  in  from  sale  of  hogs,  tobacco, 
or  dairy  products  that  was  not  needed  for  feed  and  other  necessary 
expenses  was  used  to  purchase  the  purebred  dairy  cows  or  heifers. 
Lewis  gives  his  father  $40  per  month  and  one-half  the  gross  receipts 
from  all  tobacco  grown  on  the  farm.  He  also  pays  the  electric  and 
telephone  bills  and  pays  for  one-half  of  the  groceries  and  coal  used. 

Lewis  graduated  from  Lafayette  School  in  Lexington  and  also 
attended  Picadome  High  School.  He  had  4  years  of  vocational  agri- 
culture and  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  served  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  his  local  chapter  and  took  an  active  part  each  year  in  the  Fayette 
County  F.  F.  A.  Fair  and  F.  F.  A.  department  of  the  State  Fair,  ex- 
hibiting dairy  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
dairy  judging  team  that  placed  third  in  competition  with  92  other 
teams  at  the  State  Fair  in  1939  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  F.  F.  A. 
Convention  the  same  year. 

His  leadership  and  cooperation  are  outstanding.  For  the  past  2 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  dairy  improvement  group  of  the  chapter 
and  furnished  a  young  purebred  bull  for  the  cooperative  dairy  breed- 
ing program,  as  well  as  for  farmers  and  "Future  Farmers"  with  small 
herds.  He  holds  membership  in  the  United  Duroc  Record  Association, 
American  Jersey  Cattle  Club,  Kentucky  Dairy  Herd  Improvement 
Association,  and  Fayette  County  Purebred  Livestock  Club. 

Interest  in  high  school  and  other  activities  was  apparent  from 
his  membership  on  the  debating  team,  membership  in  the  school  band 
and  church  band  and  choir,  and  participation  in  radio  programs  during 
his  four  years  in  high  school.  The  spirit  shown  by  Lewis  and  mem- 
bers like  him  is  bound  to  result  in  a  larger  and  better  F.  F.  A.  or- 
ganization. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  SHAFFER 

To  18-year-old  John  William  Shaffer  of  Bedford,  Pennsylvania, 
went  the  honor  of  being  designated  the  "Star  Farmer  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Region."  He  is  the  fourth  generation  of  Shaffers  to  till  the 
acres  in  the  home  farm. 

The  Shaffer  farm  is  located  about  12  miles  soutrnvest  of  Bedford 
in  a  fertile  limestone  country.  The  222-acre  farm,  approximately  half 
of  which  is  tillable,  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  third  generation  of 
Shaffers  and  John.  Since  John  is  the  only  boy  in  the  family,  he  will 
succeed  to  the  land. 

Early  in  his  high  school  career,  John  began  to  earn  from  his  proj- 
ects and  to  re-invest  his  earnings  in  farming.  He  borrowed  from 
his  parents  to  finance  his  first  chick  project,  and  to  get  the  laying 
hen  project  started  in  his  sophomore  year.  After  that  time  his  poultry 
enterprise  was  self-financing.    For  John's  corn  project  in  his  fresh- 
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man  year,  his  father  furnished  the  necessary  funds  for  seed  and  fer- 
tilizer. Any  cash  borrowed  or  the  cash  value  of  supplies  furnished 
by  his  parents  was  repaid  when  the  products  were  sold.  Money 
borrowed  and  money  made  on  his  poultry  project  was  used  to  finance 
swine  projects  in  his  first  year.  Since  John's  first  year  in  high  school, 
he  has  been  able  to  finance  his  own  projects. 

Young  Shaffer  was  particularly  strong  in  cooperation.  He  oper- 
ated the  Chapter  cooperative  incubator,  participated  in  cooperative 
purchasing  of  vegetable  seeds  and  cooperative  poultry  improvement, 
bought  feeds  and  fertilizer  from  the  Eastern  States  Farmers'  Cooper- 
ative, raised  plants  in  hotbed  operated  by  the  Chapter,  and  raised 
and  kept  a  purebred  boar  for  the  Chapter. 

Not  only  has  John  Shaffer  learned  good  farming  practices,  but 
he  has  encouraged  his  father  to  adopt  new  methods,  one  of  them  being 
to  put  up  alfalfa  as  grass  silage.  Swine  and  poultry  are  frequently 
tested  for  parasites  on  the  home  farm.  Electrical  equipment  has  been 
installed  to  operate  the  milk  cooler. 

John  was  F.  F.  A.  chapter  president  and  secretary,  secretary  of 
district  association,  served  as  reporter  of  the  Keystone  Association, 
and  served  on  various  committees  of  his  local  chapter.  He  partici- 
pated in  numerous  contests  which  included  judging  poultry  and  corn, 
and  identifying  feed  and  trees  in  district  and  State  contests.  He  was 
awarded  $250  for  placing  first  in  testing  hybrid  corn  in  the  Farm 
Bureau  contest.  He  helps  take  care  of  the  farming  equipment  so 
successfully  that  a  tractor  purchased  in  1917  is  still  giving  good  serv- 
ice. He  has  helped  to  remodel  the  farm  home  which  is  built  of  native 
stone  and  nearly  100  years  old.  Furnace  heat,  bathroom  fixtures,  and 
electricity  have  been  installed.  Several  new  outbuildings  have  also 
been  provided  recently. 

Interest  in  high  school  activities  was  apparent  from  his  record 
showing  membership  on  F.  F.  A.  basketball  and  mushball  teams, 
student  traffic  control,  vice-president  of  the  senior  class,  and  com- 
mittee member  for  the  senior  yearbook.  He  maintained  a  high 
scholarship  record  throughout  his  high  school  years. 

John  is  interested  in  farming  and  plans  to  make  it  his  life  work. 
His  farming  progress  is  a  good  story  for  younger  F.  F.  A.  members 
to  study  and  follow. 

JACK  DEASON 

Jack  Deason,  Fort  Cobb,  Oklahoma,  named  "Star  Farmer  of 
Oklahoma,"  is  the  son  of  a  prominent  beef  cattle  breeder  in  his  State. 
At  the  time  of  making  application  for  the  Degree  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  and  had  taken  4  years  of  vocational  agriculture  at  Fort 
Cobb  High  School. 

Before  starting  to  high  school,  young  Deason  purchased  some 
calves  from  his  father  and  fed  them  out.  He  made  enough  money  to 
purchase  and  feed  two  good  calves  his  first  year  in  vocational  agri- 
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culture.  From  prize  money  and  the  sale  of  these  two  calves,  which 
sold  for  a  premium  price,  he  purchased  three  Shorthorn  heifers,  three 
steers,  three  barrows,  a  registered  Berkshire  sow,  and  some  White 
Leghorn  chickens.  Jack  continued  to  increase  his  stock  and  rented 
more  land  on  which  to  produce  feed  and  cotton.  From  his  profits  he 
has  purchased  four  more  registered  Shorthorn  heifers  and  half  in- 
terest in  a  bull.  All  the  land  Jack  has  rented  is  for  crop  rent,  other 
than  the  pasture  which  is  rented  for  cash.  He  has  a  partnership  in- 
terest in  his  father's  equipment  needed  for  work  on  projects.  He 
is  allowed  the  use  of  buildings  and  other  equipment  in  return  for  the 
work  done  for  his  father. 

Accurate  records  are  kept  on  his  operations.  Jack  has  learned 
not  to  fool  himself  with  "wishful  thinking  bookkeeping."  This  practi- 
cal turn  of  mind  has  brought  Jack  an  income  of  $2,700  in  his  4  years 
of  high  school  vocational  agriculture  work,  with  about  $2,450  invested 
in  farming.  Some  of  his  assets  are  in  11  head  of  breeding  Shorthorn 
cattle,  8  steers,  8  breeding  sheep,  and  165  head  of  poultry.  He  also 
operates  35  acres  of  grain  land,  growing  barley  and  oats  for  his  live- 
stock, and  works  15  acres  of  wheat  and  20  acres  of  cotton  as  cash 
crops.  During  the  last  4  years,  the  entire  farm  of  865  acres  has  been 
terraced  and  contoured,  and  Jack  has  taken  a  hand  in  this  operation, 
as  well  as  in  strip  cropping,  pasture  improvement,  and  vineyard  im- 
provement. 

Young  Deason  has  learned  the  essential  practices  in  caring  for 
livestock,  vaccinating  for  diseases,  blocking  and  docking  lambs,  and 
controlling  diseases  and  parasites  in  his  poultry.  He  has  entered  his 
cattle,  sheep,  and  poultry  in  various  expositions  such  as  the  Oklahoma 
State  Fair,  Oklahoma  City  Fat  Stock  Show,  Amarillo  Livestock  Show, 
American  Royal  Livestock  Show,  Southwest  District  Livestock  Show, 
Caddo  County  Livestock  Show,  and  Caddo  County  Fair.  Numerous 
cash  awards  and  high  placings  have  been  won. 

Jack's  leadership  and  cooperation  are  outstanding.  He  hauled 
livestock  for  his  Chapter,  and  cooperated  in  the  purchase  of  purebred 
breeding  hogs  and  feeder  calves.  He  also  cooperated  with  his  Chapter 
and  other  chapters  of  the  State  in  shipping  in  two  carloads  of  pure- 
bred Hampshire  sheep,  culled  1,000  hens  for  neighbors,  and  cared  for 
a  carload  of  show  stock  for  his  Chapter  and  other  chapters  en  route 
to  the  American  Royal.  Jack  served  as  Chapter  president  and 
treasurer,  district  treasurer,  and  delegate  to  the  State  F.  F.  A.  Con- 
vention for  three  years. 

This  young  man's  high  school  scholarship  record  was  excellent. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  National  Scholastic  Society  for  all  four  years 
while  in  high  school  and  ranked  third  in  his  class  of  36  students.  He 
received  a  medal  for  placing  first  in  a  high  school  citizenship  contest 
in  1937-38.  Jack  also  took  part  in  the  junior  and  senior  class  plays. 
Young  Deason  is  truly  a  versatile  F.  F.  A.  member. 


[SS~]  THIRTEENTH    NATIONAL    CONVENTION 

JAMES  S.  CUNNINGHAM 

Diversification  in  the  home  farm  enterprises  and  participation 
in  many  cooperative  activities  in  his  community  brought  the  award 
of  "Star  Farmer  of  Kansas"  to  James  S.  Cunningham  of  El  Dorado, 
Kansas. 

Young  Cunningham  built  up  an  income  of  almost  $2,000  in  his 
4  years  of  high  school  vocational  agriculture  with  beef  steers,  poultry, 
alfalfa,  corn,  potatoes,  sheep,  and  game  fowl.  To  carry  on  these  en- 
terprises he  rented  100  acres  of  land  from  his  parents. 

James  has  purchased  most  of  the  equipment  needed  for  the  usual 
Kansas  farmer,  including  a  tractor,  half-interest  in  a  cultivator,  live- 
stock implements,  and  various  sheds  and  houses  for  sheep,  hogs, 
cattle,  and  poultry.  His  income  of  $1,977  has  not  been  spent  without 
careful  thought  but  invested  in  livestock,  buildings,  and  machinery 
so  that  he  reported  $2,290  in  such  assets.  At  the  time  of  making  his 
application,  he  had  a  working  capital  of  about  $1,000  and  established 
credit  with  local  bank  and  Governmental  lending  agencies. 

Cooperative  activities  included  the  buying  of  swine  and  ewes,  and 
participation  in  a  group  potato  enterprise.  James  has  shown  at  the 
State  Fair,  State  Corn  Show,  and  the  Certified  Seed  Show.  He  has 
a  State-wide  reputation  as  a  grower  of  purebred  seed  crops  and  has 
been  a  first-place  winner  in  his  own  right  in  both  the  Junior  and  Open 
Classes  at  the  International  Hay  and  Grain  Show  held  at  Chicago. 

Participation  in  F.  F.  A.  activities  included:  President  of  the 
Chapter,  chairman  of  F.  F.  A.  Show  and  Cooperative  Swine  Project 
Committees ;  leader  in  officers  training  school ;  Chapter  delegate  to 
State  convention ;  Vice-President  of  State  Association ;  and  attend- 
ance at  the  national  convention. 

James  graduated  from  El  Dorado  high  school  in  June,  1939.  His 
record  showed  participation  in  many  outside  activities.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  football,  track,  and  basketball  teams,  and  was  on  the 
national  championship  DeMolay  track  team.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  high  school  orchestra  and  band,  high  school  athletic  club,  Boy 
Scouts  organization,  National  Honor  Society,  and  a  delegate  to  a 
chemistry  conference.  He  was  in  the  upper  fourth  of  his  class  in 
scholarship. 

The  Cunningham  farm  has  established  a  reputation  for  the  pro- 
duction of  pure  seed  and  James  plans  to  carry  on  this  tradition. 

LA  ROY  DUVALL 

When  LaRoy  Duvall  of  Lamar,  Missouri,  started  his  freshman 
year  as  a  vocational  agriculture  student,  he  rented  22  acres  of  the 
home  farm  for  his  project  work.  When  he  received  the  rank  of  "Star 
Farmer  of  Missouri,"  LaRoy 's  enterprises  had  expanded  until  he  was 
renting  the  entire  farm. 
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La  Roy's  father  gave  him  the  use  of  the  22-acres  and  equipment 
for  his  first  project  work  in  exchange  for  the  work  done  on  the  farm. 
Since  his  father's  business  kept  him  away  from  home  much  of  the 
time,  there  had  always  been  a  man  hired  to  do  the  farming.  In  June, 
1937,  however,  the  services  of  the  hired  man  were  discontinued  and 
young  Duvall  and  his  father  made  an  agreement  whereby  La  Roy  was 
to  do  the  work  on  the  240-acre  farm  in  exchange  for  the  60  acres  of 
farm  land  used  for  the  growing  of  his  crops.  Except  during  periods 
when  it  is  necessary  to  have  extra  help,  La  Roy  does  all  the  work  on 
the  farm. 

As  young  Duvall  grew  in  managerial  responsibility,  he  gradually 
took  over  the  240  acres,  which  he  has  farmed  for  the  past  two  years. 
His  principal  income  has  been  derived  from  a  big  variety  of  livestock 
and  crop  enterprises  including  sheep,  beef  calves,  mares,  wheat,  oats, 
sorgo,  red-top  pasture,  lespedeza,  and  cowpeas.  La  Roy  has  estab- 
lished many  improved  practices  on  the  home  place,  including  better 
feed  racks,  lamb  and  pig  creeps,  and  a  farm  workshop.  These  im- 
provements have  been  extended  to  the  family  home  which  has  a  new 
lawn  and  shade  trees.  Painting  and  many  other  improvements  were 
also  undertaken. 

La  Roy  has  been  president  of  his  local  Chapter;  served  on  F.  F.  A. 
committees;  as  toastmaster  of  the  father  and  son  banquet;  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parliamentary  procedure  team;  member  of  judging  teams; 
delegate  to  district,  State,  and  national  conventions;  and  president 
of  district  and  State  association. 

This  young  man  was  strong  in  cooperation  and  leadership.  He 
cooperated  in  buying  hybrid  seed  corn  and  in  running  hybrid  seed 
corn  plots ;  laying  out  terraces  for  farmers ;  testing  milk  and  cream  ; 
sowing  grass  seed  on  school  grounds ;  collecting  and  repairing  toys 
for  poor  children ;  and  in  many  similar  activities.  His  leadership 
record  is  equally  challenging.  He  has  served  as  president  of  his  class, 
officer  of  the  student  council,  and  was  a  member  of  numerous  com- 
mittees in  connection  with  high  school  activities.  In  addition  to  his 
long  list  of  general  accomplishments,  La  Roy  ranked  third  in  his  class 
in  scholarship.  Rural  life  seems  full  of  promise  for  such  young  fellows. 
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State  Association  Awards 


The  annual  reports  of  the  49  chartered  associations  of  F.  F.  A. 
for  the  year  ended  June  30  provide  a  wealth  of  helpful  information 
and  development  material  which  is  used  as  a  basis  for  further  or- 
ganization improvement.  When  summarized,  these  reports  also  show 
a  cross-section  of  F.  F.  A.  progress  made  during  a  12-month  period. 

In  order  to  stimulate  a  continued  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  State  associations,  and  to  encourage  and  reward  the  effort  put 
forth  in  the  building  of  close-knit,  efficient  State  units  of  F.  F.  A., 
the  National  Board  of  Trustees,  working  as  a  committee,  reviews 
and  scores  each  association's  annual  report.  Fancy  and  unique  re- 
ports receive  no  more  consideration  than  neat,  accurate,  understand- 
able reports  giving  the  requested  information.  The  awards  are  made 
on  the  basis  of  growth  and  accomplishment  shown,  the  quality  of  the 
work  done  and  the  standards  being  maintained  as  revealed  in  the 
records  submitted. 

A  new  system  of  awards  was  developed  for  1939-40  which 
parallels  the  plan  followed  in  connection  with  the  Chapter  Contest — 
achievement  classifications  which  included  Gold  Emblem,  Silver  Em- 
blem, Bronze  Emblem  and  Honorable  Mention  levels  of  recognition. 
Standings  for  1939-40  were  as  follow : 

Gold  Emblem  Classification  Winners 

Montana  Virginia 

^Texas  Wyoming 
Silver  Emblem  Classification  Winners 

Louisiana  "North  Dakota 

Maine  West  Virginia 

Bronze  Emblem  Classification  Winners 

Arizona  Tennessee 

California  Utah 

Florida  Vermont 

Georgia  Kansas 

Nevada  Hawaii 

Oklahoma  Kentucky 

Oregon  North  Carolina 

Honorable  Mention 

Arkansas  South  Carolina 

Minnesota  Colorado 

Ohio  Alabama 

Wisconsin  »                        Illinois 

New  York  Michigan 

Idaho  Nebraska 

Missouri  Delaware 

Pennsylvania  Washington 

New  Mexico  Iowa 
Mississippi 
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All  State  associations  are  to  be  congratulated  on  progress  made 
during  the  year.  Many  of  the  reports  submitted  showed  a  great  deal 
of  painstaking  work  and  reflected  the  interest  and  pride  of  State 
officers  in  their  accuracy  and  completeness. 

The  representatives  of  most  of  the  associations  quickly  caught 
the  idea  of  finding  out  where  improvements  could  and  should  be  made 
and  set  out  to  raise  their  classification  in  1941.  This  is  the  spirit  that 
builds  and  improves  any  organization.  Outstanding  and  noteworthy 
achievements  of  the  Gold  Emblem  associations  follow : 

MONTANA 

Under  the  able  leadership  of  President  Paul  Holzer  and  Adviser 
A.  W.  Johnson,  the  Montana  Association  of  Future  Farmers  of 
America  placed  among  the  top  four  Associations  to  win  a  Gold  Em- 
blem classification.  There  were  56  chapters  in  operation  which  was 
100%  representation  in  the  vocational  agriculture  departments  of  the 
State.  1,784  out  of  2,388  students  of  vocational  agriculture  were  ac- 
tive members.  Two  new  chapters  and  135  new  members  were  added 
during  the  year.  Twenty-five  boys  advanced  from  Future  Farmers 
to  State  Farmers  and  two  members  received  the  American  Farmer 
Degree. 

Outstanding  among  the  State  Association's  activities  were:  39 
chapters  had  libraries ;  14  had  thrift  banks,  24  held  public  speaking 
contests,  with  25%  of  the  members  participating;  and  13  chapters 
entered  the  National  Chapter  Contest.  Out  of  the  56  chapters,  52 
engaged  in  organized  home  improvement  work ;  19  issued  news  sheets 
or  news  letters  ;  and  47  prepared  publicity  material  regularly. 

Using  seven  Montana  radio  stations,  fifty  radio  broadcasts  were 
presented  and  824  "homes  were  reported  as  listening  to  the  National 
F.  F.  A.  Radio  Program.  The  Association  provided  a  State-wide  camp 
for  five  days;  51  chapters  participated  and  73  members  were  in  attend- 
ance. A  leadership  training  school  was  held  as  part  of  the  camp 
schedule  of  work.  The  State  Band,  composed  of  about  60  members, 
had  a  grand  total  of  103  members  participating.  A  printed  monthly 
State  publication  was  prepared  and  exchanged  with  all  States  and 
State  officials. 

The  State  President  and  the  State  Adviser  visited,  between  them, 
the  entire  56  chapters.  The  State  Convention,  held  in  Bozeman,  had 
a  delegate  attendance  of  110  members  and  a  total  attendance  of  475 
members  with  representation  by  55  chapters. 

Fourteen  thrift  banks  in  the  State  had  $749.00  on  deposit,  a  total 
of  $133,800.00  was  reported  as  actually  invested  in  farming  by  active 
members.  At  Montana  State  College  a  Collegiate  Chapter  was  main- 
tained with  a  membership  of  27. 

Other  activities  of  the  Association  included  44  chapters  having 
local  camps,  picnics,  or  tours ;  41  having  meeting  houses ;  18  chapters 
having  a  local  F.  F.  A.  musical  organization;  11  observing  National 
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F.  F.  A.  Day  with  an  appropriate  program  ;  and  an  average  of  $75 
invested  in  farming  by  members. 

Cooperative  activities  of  local  chapters  were  stressed  during  the 
year  with  the  result  that  groups  throughout  the  State  bought  135 
head  of  purebred  livestock  cooperatively  for  resale  to  individual  mem- 
bers. Using  the  same  plan,  they  purchased  647  head  of  feeder  stock, 
beef  calves,  lambs  and  shoats.  Chapters  cooperatively  purchased  more 
than  12,000  pounds  of  clean  seed  and  bought  12  different  pieces  of 
farm  equipment  for  joint  operation  by  chapter  members. 

The  Montana  Association  operated  on  a  total  budget  of  $1,555.36. 

TEXAS 

The  Texas  Association,  in  a  volume  four  inches  thick  containing 
reports,  illustrations,  maps  and  charts,  told  the  story  of  their  achieve- 
ments which  won  for  them  Gold  Emblem  classification.  There 
were  618  chapters  in  operation  and  27,530  members  reported  out  of 
33,470  students  enrolled  in  agricultural  education.  This  was  an  in- 
crease of  65  chapters  and  4,399  members  over  the  previous  year.  State 
Farmers  numbered  525  and  American  Farmers,  62. 

There  were  2,692  chapter  meetings  held  for  special  instruction 
in  parliamentary  procedure;  538  chapters  had  libraries;  618  chapters 
engaged  in  organized  home  improvement  work  with  an  estimated 
23,314  members  participating.  News  sheets  or  letters  were  issued 
by  109  chapters  and  438  prepare  publicity  material  regularly.  Approxi- 
mately 85%  of  the  chapters  sent  in  pictures  or  news  items  to  "The 
Lone  Star  Farmer",  the  Association's  publication,  issued  bi-monthly 
on  alternating  months.  Radio  programs  were  prepared  and  given  by 
343  chapters ;  25  State  Association  broadcasts  were  given  and  10,697 
homes  listened  to  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Radio  Program. 

The  State  Association  provided  camps  in  the  ten  Areas  with  552 
chapters  and  15,158  members  participating  in  the  activities. 

Other  activities  included  a  special  train  to  Kansas  City  where  278 
members  and  50  advisers  represented  Texas  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion ;  sending  five  representatives  to  the  Danforth  Leadership  Train- 
ing Camp  in  Michigan  and  staging  an  F.  F.  A.  Day  celebration  at  the 
Texas  State  Fair,  Dallas.  14,000  were  present  at  the  Southwestern 
Exposition  and  Fat  Stock  Show,  Ft.  Worth ;  Houston  Fat  Stock 
Show  at  Houston  also  had  F.  F.  A.  representation,  as  did  the  Beau- 
mont Fair.  The  six  State  officers  were  given  a  trip  to  the  New  York 
World's  Fair. 

Leadership  Training  Schools  were  held  in  March,  June,  and  July, 
Participation  included  411  chapters  and  16,047  members. 

The  State  Convention  was  attended  by  1,679  delegates  and  310 
members.  Each  State  officer  visited  the  chapters  in  his  Area  and  the 
President  and  Secretary  visited  a  total  of  50  chapters  outside  of  their 
respective  areas. 
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The  291  thrift  banks  operating  reported  deposits  amounting  to 
$30,897.91  while  money  invested  in  farming  by  active  members  reached 
a  reported  total  of  $1,393,097.23.  From  July  1,  1939  to  June  30,  1940 
the  amount  expended  from  the  Association's  budget  was  $11,659.43. 

Texas  had  six  collegiate  chapters  with  a  total  membership  of  177 
for  1939-40.   J.  B.  Rutland  is  the  adviser. 

VIRGINIA 

The  Charter  One  Association,  Virginia,  also  received  one  of  the 
four  Gold  Emblems  awarded  for  outstanding  accomplishments  in  1940. 
Jack  McAboy  as  President  and  Henry  C.  Groseclose  as  Adviser  carried 
the  Association  to  top  honors  for  the  fourth  time  since  its  origin. 
Virginia  had  245  departments  of  vocational  agriculture,  248  local  ac- 
tive chapters,  and  a  membership  of  8026  out  of  9555  students  enrolled 
in  agriculture.  This  represented  an  increase  of  17  chapters  and  434 
members  over  the  previous  year. 

The  report,  a  neat,  compact,  leather-bound  book,  showed  a  high 
percentage  of  participation  in  the  national  program  of  work.  All  new 
members  received  free  Manuals  upon  payment  of  their  dues  and  in 
this  way  100%  of  the  chapter  officers  and  members  owned  their  own 
Manual.  Full  meeting  equipment  was  possessed  by  203  chapters ;  232 
used  official  opening  and  closing  ceremonies;  215  had  libraries;  113 
had  thrift  banks;  112  entered  the  National  Chapter  Contest,  and  209 
engaged  in  organized  home  improvement  work  with  84%  member 
participation. 

There  were  203  chapters  engaged  in  organized  cooperative  effort 
for  financing  chapter  activities  and  to  derive  financial  benefit  for  in- 
dividual members  ;  66  issued  news  sheets  or  news  letters ;  175  pre- 
pared publicity  material  regularly ;  and  59  chapters  prepared  and  pre- 
sented radio  broadcasts.  A  bi-monthly  publication,  "Chapter  Chats", 
was  issued  and  exchanged  with  20  States. 

A  State  camp  was  provided  from  June  17  to  August  26  with  60 
chapters  participating.  The  State  Convention  was  held  at  Blacks- 
burg,  where  the  50-piece  State  Band  and  50  choral  voices  were  heard. 
The  delegate  attendance  was  480  members  and  the  total  attendance 
1,342  which  meant  that  97%  of  the  chapters  were  represented.  All 
State  officers  and  50%  of  the  delegates  were  attired  in  official  uniform 
jackets.  A  leadership  training  school  was  held  in  connection  with 
the  State  Convention. 

The  State  officers  visited  15  chapters,  attended  the  State  Grange 
meeting  and  a  camp  in  Michigan.  Teams  were  sent  to  Kansas  City 
and  the  World's  Poultry  Congress  at  Cleveland  by  the  Association. 
The  1939  National  F.  F.  A.  Convention  was  attended  by  44  of  the 
Association's  members  and  8  advisers. 

Deposits  in  thrift  banks  showed  a  total  of  $71,153.00  and  invest- 
ments in  farming  by  active  members  showed  a  total  of  $345,278.00. 
The  Virginia  Association  operated  on  a  budget  of  $9,331.00. 
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A  camp  trip,  a  farm  tour,  or  some  similar  activity  was  conducted 
by  170  chapters  which  is  an  unusual  record.  The  Collegiate  Chapter 
at  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute,  Blacksburg,  Virginia  had  110  mem- 
bers. 

WYOMING 

For  the  third  successive  year,  Wyoming  placed  among  the  top 

ranking  Associations.  Under  the  direction  of  Dennis  Burch  as  I 'resi- 
dent and  Sam  Hitchcock  as  State  Adviser,  the  Association  set  a  new 
record  for  itself.  Out  of  the  1,330  vocational  agriculture  students 
1,091  were  active  members  of  the  F.  F.  A.  in  38  chapters  representing 
100%  of  the  vocational  agriculture  departments  in  the  State — an  in- 
crease of  one  new  chapter  and  110  members  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Association's  annual  program  of  work  indicated  a  high  per- 
centage of  completion  and  was  supported  by  five  volumes  of  supple- 
mentary material.  A  summer  camp  schedule  was  carried  out  and  a 
leadership  training  school  was  included.  A  radio  program  series  was 
sponsored  by  the  Association  and  a  total  of  25  broadcasts  were  made 
over  the  two  available  stations.  The  State  F.  F.  A.  band  increased 
to  95  pieces  this  year  and  made  an  excellent  showing  at  the  State 
Convention  which  was  attended  by  74  delegates ;  the  total  attendance 
of  375.  97%  of  the  chapters  were  represented  at  the  convention  and 
100%  of  the  delegates  and  State  officers  were  in  official  uniform 
jackets. 

Achievement  in  the  program  of  work  indicated  a  high  percentage 
of  participation.  For  example,  100%  of  the  State  officers  and  50% 
of  the  members  owned  official  manuals ;  92%  of  the  chapters  used 
the  Official  Secretary's  Book  and  the  Official  Treasurer's  Book  ;  100% 
possessed  full  meeting  equipment  and  100%  used  official  opening  and 
closing  ceremonies  for  regular  meetings.  Parliamentary  Procedure 
was  used  by  100%  of  the  chapters  and  92%  used  the  official  metal 
markers.  The  National  Chapter  Contest  was  entered  by  44%  and 
90%  owned  or  had  access  to  a  radio ;  750  members  listened  to  the 
National  F.  F.  A.  Radio  Program. 

Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  chapters  also  engaged  in  organized 
home  improvement  work,  and  97%  were  engaged  in  organized  con- 
servation work.  100%  had  father  and  son  banquets  ;  100%  held  public 
speaking  contests  in  which  an  estimated  number  of  800  members  par- 
ticipated ;  and  100%  of  the  chapters  prepared  material  for  publication 
regularly. 

Other  accomplishments  of  note  were  shown  in  the  fact  that  12 
chapters  published  news  letters  monthly;  31  chapters  had  regular 
news  publications  in  the  local  and  county  papers;  and  35  chapters  had 
scrap  books. 

Fifteen  chapters  operated  thrift  banks  with  $2,448.91  on  deposit ; 
$120,705.01  was  invested  in  farming  by  active  members;  and  $25,673.00 
was  on  deposit  in  savings  accounts.  The  Wyoming  Association 
operated  on  a  $400.00  budget. 

The  Collegiate  Chapter  at  the  University  of  Wyoming  had  a 
membership  of  15. 
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The  Chapter  Contest 


For  a  period  of  over  ten  years,  the  National  Chapter  Contest 
has  been  in  operation.  It  was  designed  to  stimulate  group  action 
among  members  and  to  encourage  improvement  in  local  chapter  pro- 
grams of  work.  Both  the  interest  shown  and  the  actual  accomplish- 
ments give  ample  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  of  this  event.  There 
is  real  challenge  in  the  stories  of  what  each  chapter  entered  achieves 
and  the  manner  in  which  many  worth  while  undertakings  are  suc- 
cessfully completed  from  year  to  year. 

The  selection  of  outstanding  chapters  is  based  both  on  the  scope 
and  quality  of  the  annual  programs  of  work,  and  on  the  accomplish- 
ments in  terms  of  these  programs  as  set  up  earlier  in  the  year. 
Emphasis  is  placed  on  activities  organized  and  carried  through  by  the 
chapter  as  a  group.   Participation  is  always  limited  to  active  members. 

Competing  chapters  were  urged  to  exercise  initiative  and  to  show 
originality  in  developing  programs  of  work  as  well  as  in  assembling 
the  evidence  on  the  ways  in  which  the  work  of  the  chapter  is  handled. 

The  following  score  card  was  used  in  making  the  selection  of 
outstanding  chapters : 

Program 

of   Work  Accomplishments 

I.     Supervised  practice  50  150 

II.     Cooperative  activities  40  120 

III.  Community  service  40  120 

IV.  Leadership   activities   30  90 

V.     Earnings  and  savings  30  90 

VI.     Conduct  of  meetings  20  60 

VII.     Scholarship    20  60 

VIII.     Recreation   20  60 

Totals  250  750 

In  scoring  a  chapter's  program,  consideration  was  given  to:  (1) 
the  importance  and  appropriateness  of  the  items  included;  (2)  the 
goals  of  accomplishment  set ;  and  (3)  the  ways  and  means  used  to 
attain  the  goals  and  objectives.  This  applied  to  each  item  on  the  score 
card. 

In  scoring  accomplishments,  consideration  was  given  to  (1)  the 
total  accomplishment  of  the  chapter  on  each  item  of  its  program ; 
(2)  percentage  of  membership  participation;  (3)  average  accomplish- 
ment per  member  where  such  statement  was  feasible ;  and  (4)  the 
general  accomplishment  and  progress  of  the  chapter  group  in  terms 
of  the  goals  set. 
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A  new  system  of  awards  was  tried  out  this  year.  Instead  of  at- 
tempting to  name  winners  for  the  United  States  and  for  each  Region, 
four  levels  of  achievement  were  recognized  as  follows :  Gold  Emblem 
Chapters ;  Silver  Emblem  Chapters ;  Bronze  Emblem  Chapters,  and 
Honorable  Mention  Chapters.  All  competing  chapters  were  classified 
by  a  committee  on  this  basis  in  terms  of  the  program  of  work  and 
final  report  submitted,  using  the  score  card  shown  above.  The  1940 
high  placing  chapters  were : 

GOLD  EMBLEM  CLASSIFICATION 


Ponca  City  Chapter,  Oklahoma. 
Stephens  City  Chapter,  Virginia. 


Clarendon  Chapter,  Texas. 
Deer  Lodge  Chapter,  Montana. 


SILVER  EMBLEM  CLASSIFICATION 


Hanford  Chapter,  California. 
Kingwood  Chapter,  W.  Virginia. 
Highland  Park  (Topeka),  Kansas. 
Canal  Winchester  Chapter,  Ohio. 


Hornersville   Chapter,   Missouri. 
Villa  Grove  Chapter,  Illinois. 
Belgrade  Chapter,  Minnesota. 
Salem  Chapter,  Oregon. 


BRONZE  EMBLEM  CLASSIFICATION 


Tri-Ag  Chapter, 
Connecticut. 


Toheca   Chapter    (Quakertown), 

Pennsylvania. 
Sunset  Chapter,  Louisiana. 

HONORABLE  MENTION 


(Willamantic), 


Mesa  Chapter,  Arizona. 
Danville  Chapter,  Arkansas 
Brush  Chapter,  Colorado. 
Flagler  Chapter,   (Bunnell), 

Florida. 
Moultrie  Chapter,  Georgia. 
Molokai  Chapter,  Hawaii 
Columbus  Chapter,  Indiana. 
Lafayette  Chapter,  Kentucky. 
Limestone  Chapter,  Maine. 
Sherwood  Chapter,  (Sandy 

Spring),   Maryland. 
Holly  Chapter,  Michigan. 
Randolph  Chapter,  (Gardnerville) 

Nebraska. 


Carson  Valley  Chapter,  Nevada. 
Woodstown  Chapter,  New  Jersey. 
Waterville  Chapter,  New  York. 
Bethany  Chapter  (Reidsville), 

North   Carolina. 
M.  J.  Connolly  Chapter  (New 

England),  North   Dakota. 
Brookings  Chapter,  South 

Dakota. 
Whitehaven   Chapter,  Tennessee. 
Green  Mountain  Chapter,  (Thet- 

ford),  Vermont. 
Chehalis  Chapter,  Washington. 
Shoshone  Chapter  (Powell) 

Wyoming. 


A  total  of  865  chapters  filed  entries  and  37  State  winners  reached 
the  finals.  All  finalists  received  $15.00  in  cash  and  an  appropriately 
inscribed  certificate.  National  plaques  with  miniature  gold,  silver  or 
bronze  emblems  thereon  went  to  the  chapters  in  the  first  three  classi- 
fications. All  awards  were  provided  by  the  national  organization  of 
Future  Farmers  of  America. 

Judges  for  the  1940  Chapter  Contest  were:  W.  P.  Beard,  Special- 
ist in  Agricultural  Education,  U.  S.  Office  of  Education  ;  Jerome  J. 
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Henry,  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture ;  and  Lyle  W.  Ashbv,  Assistant  Director  of  Publica- 
tions, National  Education  Association. 

Every  chapter  entering  the  competition  this  year  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  splendid  work  done,  the  fine  showing  made,  and 
the  spirit  of  sportsmanship  shown.  Limited  space  in  this  publication, 
however,  permits  only  brief  summaries  of  the  accomplishments  of 
the  1940  Gold  Emblem  Chapters.    These  summaries  follow : 

DEER  LODGE,  MONTANA 

Placing  among  the  top  chapters  for  the  second  successive  year, 
the  Deer  Lodge  Chapter  received  one  of  the  four  Gold  Emblem  classi- 
fications of  1940.  Located  at  the  Powell  County  High  School,  this 
chapter  has  attained  national  prominence  previously  in  this  event. 
This  year's  work  was  under  the  guidance  of  Adviser  William  E. 
Anderson,  and  Tom  Geary  who  served  as  president. 

The  accomplishments  of  these  34  boys  representing  100%  of  the 
vocational  agriculture  students  made  interesting  reading  as  given  in 
their  achievement  report.  In  addition  to  the  outstanding  individual 
member  project  programs,  the  chapter  carried  on  numerous  worth- 
while cooperative  activities.  All  chapter  materials  were  secured  co- 
operatively including  1400  lbs.  of  certified  seed  potatoes,  $250  worth 
of  grain  in  a  cooperative  mash  pool  for  farmers  and  F.  F.  A.  mem- 
bers, 7  farm  papers  and  7  farm  magazines.  The  chapter  sold  4000 
chicks,  raised  the  chickens  used  for  their  parent-and-son  banquet,  and 
held  a  joint  meeting  of  all  chapters  in  the  district. 

In  the  field  of  community  service,  the  members  of  the  chapter 
improved  the  school  grounds,  helped  farmers  with  insect  control,  pro- 
vided 4700  pounds  of  poison  to  farmers  for  rodent  control,  dehorned 
cattle,  wormed  pigs,  and  rendered  many  other  services  contributing 
to  the  betterment  of  farms  and  the  town,  alike. 

The  chapter  bought  trees  and  gave  10  trees  to  each  member  for 
his  home  beautification  program.  Four  new  varieties  of  trees  were 
introduced  into  the  community.  This  chapter  maintained  a  column 
in  the  local  paper  entitled  "Agricultural  Comments"  in  which  they 
offered  agricultural  suggestions  and  told  of  the  accomplishments  of 
the  various  members.  The  chapter  also  staged  two  State-wide  broad- 
casts ;  sent  teams  to  the  North  Montana  Fair ;  held  a  local  public 
speaking  contest ;  helped  organize  a  Young  Farmers  Club ;  gave  a 
turkey  dinner  for  Kiwanis  Club,  and  had  two  entries  in  the  National 
Essay  Contest.    Two  members  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree. 

One  meeting  per  month  was  held  throughout  the  year  with  90% 
attendance  reported.  Posted  notices  informed  members  as  to  the 
business  to  be  disposed  of  and  all  meetings  were  conducted  in  ap- 
proved parliamentary  form. 

The  group  showed  their  thrift  by  the  purchase  of  a  second  U.  S. 
Postal   Savings   Bond   from   money  contributed   by   the   Chapter  and 
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the  members.  The  total  deposits  in  the  Chapter  bank  account 
amounted  to  $2,186.28.  The  group  had  $351  in  the  treasury,  and  the 
total  profit  made  on  activities  designed  to  create  working  capital  for 
the  chapter  reached  the  $427.25  mark.  The  average  earning  of  each 
individual  member  was  $87.97;  the  average  investment  per  member 
was  $190.00,  and  the  average  member's  savings  was  $65.00. 

A  prize  was  given  to  the  senior  member  with  the  highest  scholas- 
tic rating  for  his  four  years  of  high  school.  The  entire  chapter  main- 
tained a  C  average  for  the  year  and  5  seniors  were  in  the  upper  2/3 
of  their  class  in  scholarship. 

Recreational  activities  included  a  straw  ride,  a  picnic,  an  F.  F.  A. 
band,  a  party  for  the  Home  Economics  girls,  a  camping  trip,  many 
field  trips,  several  turkey  shoots,  inter-mural  basketball,  rifle  practice, 
and  horseshoe  pitching. 

An  unusual  achievement  of  the  Chapter  was  the  sponsoring  of 
16  horse  races  in  which  the  boys  gave  $1,600  in  prize  money  in  two 
days.  They  also  sponsored  a  Junior  Fair  and  a  Carnival,  providing 
$212  in  prizes  for  the  winning  exhibits. 

CLARENDON,  TEXAS 

Ranking  as  another  one  of  the  top  four  F.  F.  A.  chapters  in  the 
United  States  for  1940  was  the  Clarendon,  Texas  Chapter.  Community 
service,  cooperation,  leadership,  and  recreation  interspersed  with  out- 
standing supervised  farming  programs  on  the  part  of  each  member 
were  the  chief  factors  in  their  selection  for  Gold  Emblem  classifica- 
tion. 

In  community  service,  each  member  carried  out  an  extensive 
supervised  farming  program  with  an  average  of  five  completed  proj- 
ects per  member.  The  45  members  had  $11,500  invested  in  farming; 
the  15  Greenhands  had  an  average  of  $64.66,  the  20  Future  Farmers, 
$123.95 ;  the  9  Lone  Star  Farmers  had  $464.57,  and  the  American 
Farmers  had  $957.33.  Fifty  per  cent  of  the  members  had  personal 
bank  accounts. 

Each  member  engaged  in  organized  soil  and  water  conservation 
and  in  buying,  selling  or  showing  cooperatively,  while  90  per  cent 
were  active  in  wildlife  conservation.  Many  miles  of  contour  and 
terrace  lines  were  run.  The  chapter  bought  three  high-production- 
record  registered  bulls  and  established  three  Jersey  bull  circles  in 
their  community.  Six  registered  boars  were  owned  by  the  Chapter 
and  used  for  Chapter  and  community  breeding  service. 

Chapter  members  won  1,208  ribbons  and  a  total  of  $2,049  in  cash 
premiums  on  their  poultry  and  livestock  at  the  1939  State  Fair,  the 
Tri-State  Fair  at  Amarillo,  the  1940  Amarillo  and  Fort  Worth  Stock 
shows  and  in  the  four  county  shows  that  the  chapter  sponsored.  A 
fall  pig  show,  a  winter  poultry  show,  and  a  spring  fat  stock  and  dairy 
show  were  all  sponsored  by  this  group.  Each  member  exhibited  from 
at  least  two  projects  in  the  four  shows. 
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Leadership  was  evident  in  all  of  the  chapter's  activities.  Every 
member  competed  in  at  least  eight  leadership  activities.  The  chapter 
won  the  district  public  speaking,  newswriting,  junior  and  senior 
chapter  conducting-  contests,  and  took  second  in  each  of  the  debates 
as  well  as  in  the  one  act  play  and  one  act  demonstration  contests.  As 
a  result  of  project  experiments  carried  on  by  the  members  of  this 
Chapter,  quadron  milo  became  a  popular  grain  sorghum  in  the  locality. 
Quadron,  a  hybrid  grain  sorghum  found  favor  largely  due  to  its  yield, 
maturity  and  drought-resistant  qualities. 

Recreational  activities  included  a  parent  and  son  banquet,  fishing 
trip  and  fish  fry,  theatre  parties,  picnics  with  the  Homemaking  girls, 
baseball,  basketball,  table  tennis,  swimming,  horseshoe  tournaments, 
and  a  camping  trip. 

Forty  per  cent  of  the  F.  F.  A.  members  qualified  for  the  school 
honor  roll.  The  valedictorian  and  the  presidents  of  each  of  the  high 
school  classes  were  F.  F.  A.  members. 

The  chapter  functioned  under  the  able  leadership  of  Carl  Morris 
as  President  and  J.  R.  Gillham  as  Local  Adviser. 

PONCA  CITY,  OKLAHOMA 

The  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma  Chapter  which  was  also  one  of  the 
four  1940  Gold  Emblem  Chapters,  is  helping  the  community  gear  its 
agriculture  to  modern  farming  conditions.  Most  of  their  work  was 
done  cooperatively.  For  example,  they  rented  30  acres  near  the  high 
school  from  E.  W.  Marland,  former  Governor  of  the  State,  built  seven 
terraces,  four  fills  and  small  dams,  made  a  large  diversion  ditch, 
ploughed  in  old  banks,  and  set  grass  for  a  waterway.  The  plot  was 
used  for  experimental  work.  The  members  also  secured  a  4  acre  piece 
of  land  which  they  filled,  graded,  contoured  and  planted  to  make  a 
neat  job  out  of  badly  washed  land.  The  Chapter  obtained  eight  acres 
of  land,  also  near  the  school,  and  established  a  nursery ;  trees  ob- 
tained from  the  State  Forestry  Department  were  planted. 

A  cooperative  dairy  bull  project  was  established  using  Jersey, 
Guernsey  and  Ayrshire  sires,  the  latter  purchased  by  the  Chapter. 
Their  Ayrshire  herd,  started  in  May,  1937  with  four  heifer  calves, 
numbered  74  head,  valued  at  over  $8,000;  62  head  were  registered. 
The  Chapter  boasts  the  largest  junior  herd  of  that  breed  in  America. 
Many  of  the  boys  were  unable  to  buy  stock  from  their  own  income  so 
civic  and  service  clubs  made  it  possible  for  members  to  secure  funds 
on  a  business  basis.  Because  of  this  fine  cooperation,  Ponca  City 
refers  to  "our  F.  F.  A.  boys",  "our  show  string",  and  "our  premiums". 
Twenty-five  registered  Ayrshire,  Guernsey  and  Jersey  females  were 
exhibited  by  members  of  the  Chapter  at  fall  and  spring  shows  in 
1939-40  bringing  in  a  total  of  $704.00. 

Dairying,  however,  was  not  the  sole  activity  of  the  Ponca  City 
F.  F.  A.  A  balanced  program  of  work  included  activities  with  other 
livestock,  crops,  poultry,  soil  conservation  and  farm  shop  work.    The 
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school  shop  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  of  the  State's  163  vocational 
agriculture  departments.  Eight  of  the  boys  had  breeding  projects, 
9  fed  market  steers,  and  23  boys  owned  96  sows  and  gilts  of  which 
81  were  purebred.  In  the  Chapter's  inventory  were  included  35  west- 
ern ewes,  while  35  boys  had  baby  chick  or  poultry  production  proj- 
ects. The  Chapter  also  raised  a  total  of  413  acres  of  wheat  and  120 
acres  of  oats  and  barley  in  small  plots.  In  communal  poultry  brooders 
600  broilers  and  1400  baby  chicks  were  raised  as  a  chapter  enterprise. 
This  group  bought  all  of  their  commercial  feed  cooperatively. 

The  Ponca  City  Chapter  collected,  sorted  and  sold  scrap  iron  to 
raise  their  share  of  the  $10,000  fund  for  the  F.  F.  A.  Building  at  the 
State  Fair  and  topped  all  contributions  of  other  F.  F.  A.  chapters  in 
Oklahoma  by  presenting  $215  to  this  fund. 

The  Chapter  promoted  butterfat  testing  of  all  cows  belonging 
to  members  and  their  parents,  and  other  adults.  Cooperative  live- 
stock insurance  was  established  and  a  feed  grinder  was  purchased  and 
operated  by  the  group  as  a  means  of  reducing  livestock  feeding  ex- 
penses. Community  agricultural  programs  were  planned  and  pre- 
sented in  five  districts  around  Ponca  City  during  the  year,  and  boys 
helped  farmers  find  high-quality  dairy  breeding  stock. 

Ponca  City  Chapter  has  had  five  boys  receive  the  State  Farmer 
Degree  or  Junior  Master  Farmer,  as  it  is  called  in  Oklahoma.  Three 
of  the  chapter  members  have  received  the  American  Farmer  Degree. 
T.  R.  Schreiner  was  the  adviser. 


STEPHENS  CITY,  VIRGINIA 

In  the  Stephens  City,  Virginia,  Chapter,  the  membership  of  44 
boys,  worked  under  the  guidance  of  Cecil  Teets  as  President,  and 
Adviser  Robert  A.  Wall  to  win  Gold  Emblem  recognition. 

Each  boy  had  a  long-time  supervised  practice  program  that  in- 
cluded three  or  more  enterprises.  A  prize  was  given  to  the  member 
conducting  the  best  supervised  farming  program.  All  members  hav- 
ing potato  or  corn  projects  used  certified  seed. 

A  purebred  Poland  China  pig  club  was  organized  in  the  Chapter 
five  years  ago.  In  order  to  become  a  member,  a  boy  must  either  buy 
a  registered  sow  or  secure  one  from  the  Chapter  by  signing  a  con- 
tract that  he  will  return  to  the  Chapter  three  sow  pigs  after  which 
the  original  sow  belongs  to  him.  The  Chapter  pays  for  registration 
and  breeding  service.  This  club  had  27  members  and  expected  to 
return  to  the  Chapter,  in  the  fall  of  1940,  about  24  sow  pigs  to  be 
redistributed  to  boys  who  wish  to  join. 

The  Stephens  City  Chapter  puts  on  an  annual  Fair — a  practice 
that  has  been  continued  for  ten  years.  The  estimated  number  of 
people  visiting  the  1940  Fair  reached  3,000  for  the  two  days  and  two 
nights  that  it  ran.    The  Chapter,  home  economics  club,  and  former 
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chapter  members  now  members  of  the  Junior  Farmers  Club,  dis- 
played a  total  of  1,270  exhibits. 

Cooperative  activities  included  landscaping  the  school  grounds ; 
the  purchasing  of  153  bushels  of  certified  seed  potatoes,  2^4  tons  of 
fertilizer,  40,400  onion  plants  and  17,250  cabbage  plants ;  selling  wild- 
life stamps ;  and  providing  cover  and  feed  for  game  birds. 

As  part  of  their  community  service,  the  Stephens  City  boys  culled 
1,280  poultry,  tested  108  samples  of  milk,  tested  360  samples  of  seed 
corn,  tested  soil  for  37  farmers,  and  offered  recommendations  as  to 
the  type  of  fertilizer  to  use  in  the  locality.  They  were  also  responsible 
for  the  care  of  the  school  grounds;  collected  and  distributed  food  and 
clothing  for  needy  families;  vaccinated  81  calves  for  blackleg;  and 
treated  510  poultry  for  worms. 

The  average  earning  per  member  was  $266.67 ;  average  invest- 
ment in  farming  $273.04;  average  savings  $44.69.  The  total  amount 
invested  in  farming  and  savings  by  members  was  listed  as  $13,980.12. 
The  balance  in  Chapter  treasury  as  of  August  1,  1940  was  $103.98. 

Eight  members  averaged  90  per  cent  or  better  in  their  high  school 
subjects  for  the  past  year  and  a  prize  was  offered  for  the  member 
with  the  highest  scholarship  record.  The  school  Valedictorian  and 
Salutatorian  were  outstanding  members  of  the  Chapter. 

Recreation  was  not  overlooked  and  included  competition  in  base- 
ball, track,  marksmanship  and  boxing.  Camps  and  tours  were  planned 
and  a  father-and-son  banquet  was  held.  The  Stephens  City  Chapter 
had  its  own  choral  group  as  well  as  a  drum  and  bugle  corps. 
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(1)    DOUGLAS  FISK 

(2)  ALVIN  BAUER  (4)   WILLIAM  KING 

(3)  HOOSAKU  FURUMOTO  (5)   HENLEY  VANSANT 
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The  Public  Speaking  Contest 


The  controlling  purpose  of  the  F.  F.  A.  is  the  development  of 
rural  and  agricultural  leadership  and  definite  provision  for  training  in 
public  speaking  is  considered  essential.  The  five  youths  who  appeared 
in  this  national  contest  had  come  up  through  local,  sectional,  State, 
and  regional  elimination  events  similar  to  the  national  event  spon- 
sored by  their  organization.  During  the  year,  thousands  of  F.  F.  A. 
members  in  the  47  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  benefited  by 
participation  in  the  preliminary  competition  and  while  substantial 
prizes  were  offered  to  the  national  winners,  the  training  in  public 
speaking  to  every  member  participating  stands  out  as  the  lasting 
value  of  the  competition. 

Each  contestant  was  the  author  of  his  own  speech,  having  studied 
his  subject,  prepared  the  draft  and  practiced  its  delivery.  Each  speech 
represented  original  thought  and  original  work  on  the  part  of  the 
contestant  with  coaching  on  composition  and  delivery  limited,  by  the 
rules  of  the  contest,  to  the  facilities  of  the  school  from  which  the  con- 
testant came.  Each  boy  was  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own  subject. 
Questions  were  asked  by  the  judges  on  delivery  to  test  each  con- 
testant on  ability  to  think  on  his  feet  and  general  knowledge  of  his 
subject. 

This  was  the  eleventh  year  for  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Public 
Speaking  Contest.  It  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  November  11th 
in  the  great  arena  of  the  Kansas  City  Municipal  Auditorium.  Repre- 
senting four  regions  on  the  mainland,  and  the  Territory  of  Hawaii, 
the  five  1940  finalists  placing  in  the  order  indicated  were : 

1.  Douglas  Fisk,  Hunter,  North  Dakota. 

2.  Alvin  Bauer,  Woodland,  Washington. 

3.  Hoosaku  Furumoto,  Laupahoehoe,  Hawaii. 

4.  William  King,  Gaithersburg,  Maryland. 

5.  Henley  Adams  Vansant,  Douglasville,  Georgia. 

Two  groups  of  judges  had  a  part  in  the  scoring  process  which 
brought  forth  the  final  decision  as  to  the  contestants  placings.  The 
first  group  of  three  judges  scored  the  manuscripts  on  which  400  points 
were  allowed.  The  second  group  of  judges  scored  delivery  for  which 
600  points  were  allowed. 

The  judges  on  delivery  were  :  Giles  M.  Ruch,  Chief,  Research  and 
Statistical  Service,  U.  S.  Office  of  Education;  S.  D.  Shankland,  Execu- 
tive Secretary,  American  Association  School  Administrators,  Na- 
tional Education  Association  and  Ray  L.  Cuff,  Livestock  Commis- 
sioner, Kansas  City  Livestock  Exchange. 

The  judges  on  manuscript  were:  I.  W.  Duggan,  Director,  Southern 
Division,  A.  A.  A.,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  ;  A.  W.  McKay, 
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Principal  Agricultural  Economist,  F.  C.  A.,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  E.  P.  Taylor,  Editor,  Agricultural  Leaders  Digest. 

The  National  F.  F.  A.  Public  Speaking  Contest  was  first  made 
possible  in  1930  by  Senator  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas  who,  for  two 
years,  sponsored  the  event  and  offered  prizes.  Since  that  time,  the 
national  organization  of  Future  Farmers  of  America  has  been  the 
sponsor.    Previous  winners  by  years  are : 

1930 — Edward  Drace,  Keytesville  Chapter,  Keytesville,  Missouri. 
Subject:  "Equalization  of  Taxes  as  a  Source  of  Farm  Relief." 

1931 — R.    Hugh    Conn,    Worcester    Chapter,    Worcester,    Massachu- 
setts. 

Subject :  "The  Tariff  and  the  Debenture  Clause." 

1932 — William  Bagot  Searson,  St.  Paul  Chapter,  Yonges  Island, 
South  Carolina. 

Subject:  "Give  Them  a  Chance." 

1933 — Albert  W.   Richardson,  Reading  Chapter,  Reading,   Mass- 
achusetts. 

Subject:  "Why  Be  a  Farmer?" 

1934— J.  Phelon  Malouf,  Richfield  Chapter,  Richfield,  Utah. 
Subject :  "The  Farmer's  Part  in  a  Planned  Agriculture." 

1935 — Mont  Kenney,  Fillmore  Chapter,  Fillmore,  Utah. 
Subject :  "Land  Use." 

1936 — Kenneth  Jack,  Pennsboro  Chapter,  Pennsboro,  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

Subject:  "What  Next?" 

1937 — Jack  Gunning,  Oshkosh  Chapter,  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin. 
Subject :  "First  in  Agriculture." 

1938 — Leslie  H.   Standlea,   Chaffee  Chapter,   Upland,   California. 
Subject:  "Chemurgy  as  an  Aid  to  the  American  Farmer." 

1939 — -Wayne  Poucher,  Largo,  Florida. 

Subject:  "Soil  Conservation — Man's  and  Nature's." 


FUTURE    FARMERS    OF    AMERICA 


[107] 


Between  Men 


By  DOUGLAS  FISK 

Hunter,  North  Dakota 

(Winning  Speech) 

Our  landlord  voluntarily  gave  us  14  acres  of  corn  this  year.  You 
see,  my  father  does  not  own  the  farm  on  which  we  live.  Yes, 
fellow  Future  Farmers,  we  live  on  one  of  more  than  2,800,000  farms 
in  the  United  States  operated  by  tenants  for  their  landlords.  In  this 
owner-operator  relationship,  agricultural  experts  will  tell  us,  lies  the 
major  problem  confronting  American  agriculture  today. 

The  experts  are  right,  but  their  opinion  is  not  necessary — my 
father  operates  a  rented  farm — this  year  our  landlord  gave  us  14 
acres  of  corn. 

Now,  let  us  get  to  the  rest  of  this  problem.  We  know  that  over- 
cropping and  soil  depletion  are  important  characteristics  of  tenant 
farming.  But  why  does  the  tenant  keep  few  livestock?  Why  are  the 
farm  buildings  and  fences  out  of  repair?  Why  is  tenant  farming  the 
object  of  our  government  rehabilitation  program?  Let  us  paint  this 
picture  clearly  in  our  minds.  Our  traditional  system  of  land  renting 
is  the  short  term  lease.  Most  tenants  have  a  contract  for  a  single 
year.  All  his  assets  must  be  in  liquid  or  movable  form  at  the  end  of 
the  year — not  because  he  wants  it  that  way,  but  because  that  is  the 
way  our  farm  tenancy  system  works.  The  uncertainties  of  his  oc- 
cupancy and  the  requirements  of  his  lease  dictate  quite  definitely  what 
he  can  grow  and  what  livestock  he  can  produce.  Hence  he  is  largely 
a  producer  of  cash  crop  by  necessity. 

Furthermore,  82%  of  all  tenant  farms  are  operated  on  a  share- 
crop  basis.  Therefore,  the  tenant  is  encouraged  to  produce  cash  crops. 
Crops  that  must  be  marketed  through  livestock  are  discouraged.  This 
is  an  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  soil  conserving  practices. 

Next,  in  our  Middle  West  particularly,  the  crop-share  lease  ob- 
structs an  increase  in  soil  conserving  grasses  and  legumes.  Rent  for 
pastures  and  hay  land  must  be  paid  in  cash.  Since  the  landlord's 
share  in  the  cash  crop  is  largely  determined  by  custom,  the  bargain- 
ing between  individual  crop-share  landlords  and  tenants  is  founded 
largely  upon  the  determination  of  the  cash  rent  for  hay,  pasture  and 
corn  land.  The  landlord's  bargaining  power  and  his  cash  rent  rate 
have  forced  tenants  to  keep  these  soil  improving  crops  at  a  minimum. 

Finally,  the  lease  contract  is>not  the  sole  motivating  force  behind 
exploitative  farming.  Tenant  farmers  as  a  group  are-  younger  than 
owner-operators,  not  usually  so  experienced  and  more  often  lacking 
in  foresight  and  responsibility.  They  are  anxious  to  accumulate  capi- 
tal rapidly,  through  cash  crops,  to  buy  a  farm  of  their  own. 

Our  land  policy,  it  seems,  has  developed  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave 
landlords  free  to  sell  the  farm,  tenants  free  to  move,  and  both  free 
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to  exploit  the  land.  Fellow  Future  Farmers,  is  that  the  picture  you 
wanted  me  to  paint?  Granted  this,  the  national  picture  may  not  pre- 
vail everywhere.  We  have  proceeded  for  one  hundred  years  on  a  basis 
of  every  man  for  himself  and  letting  the  future  generation  take  care 
of  itself.  Farm  lands  have  been  used  by  landlords  and  abused  by  land- 
lords as  a  place  to  live. 

But  let  me  take  you  home  with  me  for  a  brief  moment.  We  rent 
a  320-acre  farm  in  the  Red  River  Valley.  My  father  rented  this  farm 
in  1909  on  a  regular  50-50  crop  share  basis.  The  corn,  pasture,  and 
hay  land  was  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  $2.00  per  acre.  With  this 
agreement,  a  small  assortment  of  machinery,  six  horses,  and  a  will 
to  succeed,  he  started  farming.  Underneath  the  myriad  purposes 
which  made  up  his  motives,  buried  more  or  less  deeply  by  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  for  every  day  existence,  lay  the  hope  of  accumulat- 
ing at  some  time  sufficient  surplus  to  satisfy  the  desire  of  every  man's 
heart — to  own  a  piece  of  land.  A  piece  of  land  upon  which  to  plant 
what  he  chose,  to  watch  the  growth  under  his  care,  and  to  reap  what- 
ever harvest  he  might  produce.  Then  he  could  say :  "I  am  lord  of  all 
I  survey."  His  success  would  depend  upon  the  degree  of  intelligence 
and  industry  he  brought  into  his  work.  All  his  labor  would  bring  a 
direct  bearing  upon  the  comfort  and  contentment  of  him  and  his 
family.  He  would  be,  in  effect,  the  guiding  influence  of  a  little  king- 
dom, a  kingdom,  as  Longfellow  in  his  "Evangeline"  said: 

"Darkened  by  shadows  of  earth, 
But  reflecting  the  image  of  heaven." 

As  the  farming  enterprise  went  on,  my  father  learned,  and  many 
of  his  dreams  went  unsatisfied.  The  landlord  prized  a  large  garden 
at  his  home  in  a  nearby  town.  My  older  brother  remembers  the  day 
he  and  my  father  loaded  a  wagon  with  well-rotted  manure.  He  was 
making  a  trip  to  the  town  for  coal  in  which  the  landlord  lived.  He 
spread  the  manure  on  the  landlord's  garden  and  returned  with  the 
coal.  A  few  days  later  my  father  butchered  a  hog  and  on  Saturday 
afternoon  left  a  large  cut  of  choice  meat  with  the  landlord's  wife  for 
Sunday  dinner.   This  was  a  minor  part  of  my  father's  plan. 

He  kept  a  very  accurate  set  of  accounts.  I  like  to  follow  one  old 
record  in  particular.  In  1911  my  father  had  35  sheep.  The  contract 
called  for  $2.00  an  acre  rent  for  pasture  and  hay  land.  This  my  father 
paid.  In  balancing  his  records  on  January  1  he  credited  his  sheep 
account  with  $36.00  for  manure  spread  on  20  acres  of  wheat  land.  He 
also  credited  his  sheep  project  with  $16.00  for  their  use  in  controlling- 
weeds  on  the  pasture  lot.  Then  in  the  wheat  account  he  charged  his 
wheat  enterprise  on  the  20  fertilized  acres  for  $36.00  in  fcitili^cr.  He 
showed  that  the  20  acres  which  were  fertilized  showed  $67.00  profit 
over  the  cost  of  manure  due  to  an  increased  yield  of  four  bushels  to 
the  acre. 

A  similar  record  was  kept  on  14  head  of  cattle  the  following  three 
years.    In  1914  the  landlord  approached  my  father.  "Mr.  Fisk,"  he  said, 
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".the  prospect  for  wheat  prices  this  year  is  exceptional.  I'm  going  to 
ask  yon  to  plow  up  your  sheep  pasture.  1  know  that  this  will  make 
it  necessary  for  you  to  sell  a  few  sheep  and  cattle  but  we  cannot 
afford  to  pass  up  this  chance." 

My  father  has  described  the  thoughts  that  passed  through  his 
mind  many  times  since.  "Mr  Landlord,"  he  said,  "Have  you  time  to 
figure  a  while  with  me?    I  have  something  to  show   you." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  understanding.  A  new  policy 
developed  between  my  father  and  the  landlord.  The  landlord  saw  the 
hog  account.  He  saw  the  beef  cattle  account ;  he  saw  the  pasture 
account ;  he  saw  a  new  agriculture  on  his  own  farm.  Carefully  kept 
accounts  on  a  rented  farm,  from  which  a  horny-handed  farmer  gained 
facts  to  influence  his  landlord,  and  himself,  can  be  a  guide  to  success- 
ful farming  and  can  be  the  answer  to  our  problems  of  land  rental. 

National  farming  conditions  during  the  past  decade  have  been  in 
a  very  grave  state.  With  the  farmer's  markets  of  previous  years 
swept  away  in  the  crash  of  '29,  he  has  turned  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment for  financial  help  instead  of  organized  guidance.  Yes,  the 
farmer  had  to  be  paid  to  conserve  his  own  soil. 

Fellow  Future  Farmers,  let  us  march  back  to  the  land.  Let  us 
put  this  machine  that  furnishes  the  work  with  food  in  good  repair. 
If  we  rent  a  farm  let  us  not  treat  it  as  something  we  have  borrowed 
from  a  landlord. 

That  gentlemen,  is  my  interpretation  of  a  national  problem  that 
is  even  too  great  for  promoting  politicians,  scheming  realtors,  and 
business  farmers.  I  did  not  need  to  memorize  these  conclusions.  I 
have  grown  up  with  them.  I  have  lived  with  these  convictions  and 
have  myself  been  a  page  in  this  lesson.  I  related  a  story  about  a 
renter,  my  father,  who  has  rented  the  same  farm  for  30  years ;  who 
has  built  up  a  modern  farm  for  himself  and  his  landlord;  who  sent  a 
family  of  seven  well  on  their  way  through  school ;  who  still  rents  the 
farm.  This  year  the  landlord  gave  us  14  acres  of  corn — the  15th  con- 
secutive year — because  my  father  operated  his  farm  as  though  it  were 
his  own. 
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Chemurgy:  A  New  Era  in  Agriculture 


By  ALVIN  BAUER 

Woodland,  Washington 

(Second  Place  Speech) 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

'To  make  the  desert  bloom  is  no  longer  the  major  problem.  We 
are  now  confronted  with  what  to  do  with  the  roses."  These  short 
sentences  reveal  the  fact  that  unsold  crops  of  agriculture  is  and  has 
been  the  immediate  problem  confronting  the  American  farmer.  Now 
that  we  are  somewhat  aware  of  the  farmer's  plight,  let  us  attempt 
to  work  toward  a  solution.  First,  an  understanding  of  the  history  of 
American  agriculture  is  necessary. 

The  first  people  who  came  to  America  were  farmers.  They  with- 
stood many  hardships  and  fought  against  overwhelming  odds  as  they 
cleared  the  land,  tilled  the  soil,  and  made  a  place  for  the  great  Ameri- 
can civilization  to  develop.  The  farmer,  during  the  colonial  period, 
produced  largely  for  a  home  market,  and  the  farm  was  usually  a  self- 
sufficient  unit.  After  the  Civil  War,  when  our  great  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion began  to  advance,  the  farmer  produced  more  crops  to  be  sold  in 
other  parts  of  the  nation  and  in  foreign  countries. 

With  the  encouragement  of  this  strong  foreign  market,  the 
American  farmer  has  built  an  agricultural  plant  worth  from  forty-five 
to1  fifty-five  billion  dollars.  Since  the  World  War,  America  has  be- 
come a  creditor  nation  and  is  buying  less  from  abroad;  therefore, 
farm  surpluses  are  no  longer  in  demand  as  a  means  for  paying  for 
our  imports.  This  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  during  the 
present  interruption  of  world  peace  and  world  trade.  Modern  ma- 
chinery, improved  methods,  and  irrigation  have  made  farming  more 
extensive  and  great  agricultural  surpluses  have  appeared.  With  the 
reduction  of  the  demand,  increased  production  has  brought  great 
agricultural  distress,  which  seems  largely  responsible  for  our  present 
economic  maladjustment.  This  is  true  only  because  the  farm  is  the 
foundation  of  our  economic  society  and  therefore  holds  the  key  to 
human  happiness  and  complete  economic  security. 

Many  have  been  the  proposals  of  agricultural  leaders  and  others 
striving  to  solve  some  phase  of  the  problem ;  good  results  have  follow- 
ed many  of  the  plans  placed  in  operation;  however,  no  plan  has  yet 
revealed  itself  that  will  meet  the  test  of  time  and  changing  conditions. 
We  still  find  the  farmer  with  troubled  face  pondering  over  his  prob- 
lems, trying  to  find  some  way  in  which  he  may  increase  the  income 
from  his  farm. 

"Are  all  attempts  in  vain?  Is  there  no  solution  to  the  problem," 
he  asks,  "other  than  to  resort  to  government  assistance?" 

Yes,  there  is  another  solution.  A  new  scientific  development  is 
dawning  upon  agriculture  whereby  scientists  and  chemists,  cooperat- 
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ing  with  industry,  are  converting  the  surplus  and  waste  products  of 
the  forest  and  field  into  new  and,  as  yet,  unthought  of  articles  of 
commerce. 

To  describe  this  new  type  of  action,  the  term  "Farm  Chemurgy" 
has  been  devised.  Chermurgy  is  derived  from  the  Egyptian  word 
"Chemi,"  and  the  Greek  word  "Ergon,"  meaning  "work";  hence  farm 
chemurgy  may  be  defined  as  "putting  chemistry  to  work  for  the 
farm".  The  primary  objective  is  to  advance  the  industrial  use  of  farm 
products  through  applied  science.  This  remarkable  function  of  science 
supplies  a  hope  to  mankind  which  never  before  has  existed.  It  may 
be  termed  the  rebirth  of  agriculture ;  it  is  thus  destined  to  carry 
civilization  to  a  higher  plane. 

The  logic  of  this  new  activity  was  well  explained  by  William  J. 
Hale,  when  he  said :  "The  farm  is  the  great  chemurgical  plant ;  tak- 
ing the  earth  as  a  whole,  far  more  is  accomplished  here  by  nature 
than  by  the  two  billions  or  more  of  human  inhabitants.  In  just  those 
countries  where  man  has  labored  without  recourse  to  what  nature 
has  freely  offered  of  her  growth,  we  find  depression." 

Let  us  survey  this  new  field  to  see  what  has  already  been  ac- 
complished and  consider  the  possibilities  for  the  future. 

Probably  everything  that  exists  naturally  in  the  world  has  been 
used  or  tried  for  clothing ;  however,  the  great  advance  came  when 
man  learned  to  obtain  fibers,  group  them  into  thread  and  yarn,  and 
weave  them  into  cloth  that  could  be.  fashioned  into  shape  roughly 
matching  his  own  figure.  But  what  has  gone  before  is  only  a  small 
part  of  what  will  appear  in  the  future.  A  few  years  ago  who  would 
have  suspected  that  useful  fibers  and  fabrics  could  be  made  from  cow's 
milk  or  from  trees?  Some  of  these  fibers  and  fabrics  have  just  en- 
tered into  their  commercial  life.  Still  others  are  laboratory  experi- 
ments, as  are  most  products  of  chemistry,  but  can  be  marked  as  com- 
modities of  the  near  future. 

Today  in  America  we  are  beginning  production  of  Lanitol  fibers 
and  fabrics  from  skim  milk — the  greatest  approach  to  natural  wool 
which  chemistry  has  yet  been  able  to  devise.  These  synthetic  fibers 
not  only  are  highly  serviceable  but  are  cheap  to  produce.  Casein, 
well  known  as  the  essential  ingredient  of  cheese,  is  the  basic  ingredi- 
ent of  this  new  fiber.  Enough  synthetic  fiber  can  be  produced  from 
the  casein  in  twenty-six  gallons  of  skim  milk  to  make  a  suit  of  clothes 
for  a  man  of  average  size.  It  is  amazing  to  know  what  chemists  have 
already  accomplished  in  this  great  field. 

Many  accomplishments  of  chemurgy  are  at  first  hard  to  believe, 
yet  they  are  only  an  example  of  what  man  can  accomplish  through 
complete  utilization  of  nature's  growth.  It  may  be  fantastic  for  the 
ladies  to  think  that  the  bull  nettle  is  the  father  of  the  high  grade  face 
powder  that  they  use.  Chemists  have  found  that  the  root  of  the  bull 
nettle  contains  a  starch  which  has  been  found  to  be  very  satisfactory 
in  the  preparation  of  high  grade  non-caking  powder. 
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Let  us  look  at  another  accomplishment.  A  power  alcohol  suitable 
for  motor  fuel  in  internal  combustion  motors  has  been  developed  from 
waste  and  surplus  farm  produce  such  as  fruit,  potatoes,  etc.  These 
are  just  a  few  of  the  things  accomplished  by  chemurgic  research. 

Now  you  may  ask,  "Just  how  is  this  going  to  solve  the  farmer's 
problem?"  Do  not  misunderstand  me,  friends,  I  have  not  attempted 
to  propose  an  absolute  and  complete  solution  to  the  ills  of  agricul- 
ture ;  I  have  merely  tried  to  point  out  what  seems  to  be  a  practical 
and  workable  solution. 

First,  we  must  agree  that  purchasing  power  must  be  restored 
to  the  farmer — he  must  receive  his  share  of  the  national  income. 
Chemurgy  will  provide,  through  industrial  use,  markets  adequate  to 
absorb  enough  production  to  give  the  farming  fourth  of  the  popula- 
tion their  fourth  of  the  national  income.  New  industries  will  arise, 
and  in  turn  provide  purchasing  power  for  a  great  number  of  the  na- 
tion's unemployed.  We  must  remember  that  we  cannot  have  a 
smoothly  functioning,  national  cycle  until  the  farm  and  industrial 
cycle  are  in  perfect  gear.  As  Lincoln  said,  "A  house  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand."  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  every  effort  be 
directed  toward  bringing  these  two  great  activities  of  man,  agricul- 
ure  and  industry,  into  perfect  coordination. 

Henry  Ford  described  it  plainly  when  he  said,  "Industry  and 
agriculture  are  natural  partners ;  industry  suffers  from  a  lack  of  em- 
ployment for  its  men  while  agriculture  suffers  from  the  lack  of  a 
market  for  its  produce.  Bringing  them  together  heals  the  ailments 
of  both." 

During  these  days  of  uncertainty  and  chaotic  confusion  through- 
out the  world,  it  is  extremely  urgent  that  we  utilize  the  full  value  of 
chemurgy  in  the  building  of  a  strongly  fortified  nation — a  nation  that 
is  completely  self-sustaining. 

Wheeler  McMillen,  President  of  the  National  Farm  Chemurgic 
Council  and  Editor  in  Chief  of  the  Farm  Journal,  in  a  recent  radio 
address  made  this  statement:  "America's  defense  can  be  super-power- 
ful— but  only  if  we  turn  to  the  switches  that  will  release  the  unused 
strength  of  agriculture  to  produce  materials  to  energize  all  business. 
Agriculture  is  the  power  house  of  business  and  industry." 

Friends,  we  must  accept  this  present  conflict  as  a  challenge  and, 
therefore,  coordinate  agriculture,  industry  and  science  to  preserve 
American  principles  and  to  assure  the  freedom  and  security  of  the 
American  people. 

Here  lies  a  new  frontier  to  conquer  that  challenges  the  genius 
of  science,  the  courage  of  private  industry,  the  leadership  of  the 
Future  Farmers,  and  the  productive  capacity  of  agriculture — a  fron- 
tier that  is  limited  only  by  man's  foresight  and  intelligence.  It  may 
be  a  long  while  before  chemurgy  can  accomplish  its  ultimate  ob- 
jective ;  however,  let  us  continue  to  fight  for  justice  to  those  people 
who  cleared  the  land,  tilled  the  soil  and  made  our  country  safe  for 
the  development  of  civilization — the  agricultural  people  of  America. 
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The  Gigantic  Task  Which  Lies  Ahead  of  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America 


By  HOOSAKU  FURUMOTO 
Laupahoehoe,  Hawaii 
(Third  Place  Speech) 

Permit  me  to  present  to  you  a  question.  What  is  the  most  im- 
portant, and  perhaps,  the  most  serious  problem  confronting  the  farm- 
ers of  today?  Is  it  the  elimination  of  surplus  commodities  and  the 
balance  of  supply  and  demand  of  farm  products?  Is  it  the  conserva- 
tion of  our  treasured  soil?  Is  it  the  matter  of  improper  distribution 
and  agricultural  underconsumption?  My  answer  is  "No"  to  these 
questions,  for  there  is  a  greater  problem  which  is  far  more  significant 
than  these  seemingly  important  farm  issues.  It  is  the  nucleus  of  the 
present  agricultural  distress  and  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  welfare 
of  the  farmers.  This  problem  is,  "How  can  the  individualistic  farmers 
organize  into  a  united  body  to  counteract  the  social  and  natural  forces 
hampering  them  from  effecting  a  happy  and  abundant  life?" 

In  these  hard  pressed  times,  the  characteristic  of  rugged  in- 
dividualism of  the  farmers  must  give  way  to  the  light  of  cooperation. 
Things  have  developed  to  a  state  where  the  farmer,  in  his  individu- 
alistic manner,  can  not  subdue  the  forces  working  against  his  welfare. 
Regardless  of  what  has  been  done  or  what  will  be  done  by  the  federal 
government  to  lighten  the  depressed  condition  of  the  farmers,  the 
prospect  of  living  in  prosperity  is  very  small.  Lacking  the  urge  of 
self-interest,  neither  industrial  groups  nor  governmental  agencies, 
neither  businessmen  nor  politicians  can  bring  about  permanent  eco- 
nomic stability  in  the  nation's  greatest  industry — agriculture.  The 
farmers  must  awaken  to  the  imperative  need  for  united  action  to  im- 
prove the  agricultural  situation.  The  battle  to  effect  the  change  from 
"frugal  living  to  abundant  living"  must  be  fought  with  their  own 
hands.  The  foundation  of  this  desired  evolution  rests  upon  the  nation- 
wide establishment  of  the  farmers'  cooperatives. 

To  illustrate  the  function  and  beneficial  results  of  the  cooperative 
movement,  I  shall  cite  the  successful  campaign  launched  by  the  ex- 
hausted and  demoralized  Denmark  of  1864. 

It  was  indeed  a  dark  period  for  war-torn  Denmark  when  she  was 
severely  vanquished  by  powerful  Germany.  Her  people  were  desolate 
and  destitute.  There  was  no  bright  outlook.  The  national  spirit,  de- 
moralized by  the  defeat  and  bankruptcy  of  the  country,  was  at  a  low 
ebb.  Was  this  to  be  the  discouraging  end  of  Denmark  with  its  na- 
tionals doomed  to  go  forth  into  the  world  as  a  people  without  a  coun- 
try? At  this  tragic  thought,  its  people  renewed  their  courage  and 
sought  the  establishment  of  farmers'  cooperatives  as  the  only  means 
of  restoring  the  country  to  its  former  state.    Since  then,  Denmark 
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so  steadily  revived  its  economic  strength  and  resources  that,  until  its 
present  tragic  situation,  it  was  referred  to  as  "The  Paradise  of  the 
Modern  World."  Only  one  person  out  of  a  thousand  was  illiterate, 
and  only  one  per  cent  of  its  people  was  unemployed.  The  government 
advocated  democratic  social  legislation,  and  Denmark  became  the 
most  highly  civilized  country  in  the  world  before  the  present  Euro- 
pean disaster.  Thus  we  see  that  the  extensive  organization  of  co- 
operatives saved  Denmark  from  economic  and  moral  disaster.  To 
be  sure,  Denmark  today  is  no  longer  considered  an  independent  nation 
by  certain  European  powers,  but  I  am  apodictic  that  the  necessity 
and  the  feasibility  of  establishing  cooperatives  have  been  proven  be- 
yond doubt. 

American  farmers  must  turn  towards  the  cooperative  movement 
as  the  essential  step  toward  the  solution  of  agricultural  problems. 
They  must  organize  themselves  into  a  compact  body  as  the  industrial 
laborers  have  done ;  not  that  they  may  cause  public  discomfort  for 
their  own  sake,  but  to  win  a  living  space  among  the  other  groups  of 
laborers.  Once  organized,  the  cooperative  movement  will  be  the  great- 
est educational  institution  of  the  farmers ;  not  theoretically,  but  prac- 
tically, for  the  urgent  need  of  counteracting  nature's  forces  in  soil 
erosion,  the  practicing  of  proper  grading  and  packing  of  farm  prod- 
ucts, the  regulation  of  supply  and  demand  of  agricultural  commodi- 
ties, the  raising  of  agricultural  standards,  and  the  elimination  of  the 
many  unscrupulous  middlemen  who  are  robbing  the  farmers  of  their 
money  earned  through  earnest  perspiration,  can  only  be  accomplished 
through  the  united  action  of  the  farmers. 

The  great  task  now  remains.  How  may  the  farmers  organize 
into  an  affiliated  body  of  cooperatives?  The  accomplishment  of  this 
gigantic  task  lies  ahead  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America,  who  are 
well  versed  in  the  principles  of  cooperation  and  leadership. 

Senator  Burton  K.  Wheeler  of  Montana,  pointing  out  that  agri- 
cultural underconsumption  has  become  the  number  one  problem  of  the 
20th  century,  said,  "The  farmers  can  not  solve  that  problem.  They 
are  too  individualistic  to  cooperate  as  have  great  business  organiza- 
tions." Fellow  Future  Farmers,  let  us  show  him,  and  all  others  who 
think  as  he  does  that  a  new  era  in  agriculture  has  dawned,  an  era 
dominated  by  the  cooperative  spirit  of  the  farmers  advocating  the 
overthrow  of  rugged  individualism,  an  era  with  promises  of  agricul- 
tural prosperity  which  will  replace  the  present  distressed  condition 
of  the  farmers.  Let  us  keep  the  hope  of  nationalizing  the  cooperative 
movement  burning  within  the  heart  of  each  and  every  one  of  us.  This 
burning  desire  and  concerted  action  shall  then  be  transformed  into 
a  sparkling  gem  of  democratic  security  and  flourishing  prosperity 
in  the  land  of  plenty. 

Fellow  Future  Farmers,  let  us  recall  the  valiant  struggle  the 
Danes  once  went  through  to  save  their  country  from  falling  into  the 
pitfall  of  doom.  With  this  example  in  mind,  let  us  stand  united  and 
endeavor  to  accomplish  the  gigantic  task  which  lies  ahead  of.  the 
nationwide  organization  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America. 
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The  Cooperative  Movement  in  Agriculture 


By  WILLIAM  KING 

Gaithersburg,  Md. 
(Fourth  Place  Speech) 

The  word  "co-operation"  is  the  very  basis  for  the  cooperative 
movement,  for  working  tog-ether  towards  a  common  end  is  the  aim 
of  such  organization.  Cooperatives  have  been  in  progress  for  a  long 
time  and  I  think  the  people  are  learning  fast  that  this  is  the  answer 
to  the  many  questions  concerning  not  only  buying,  but  selling  goods 
as  well.  You  and  I  know  that  if  you  hook  up  a  team  of  horses,  and 
one  pulls  one  time  and  the  other  pulls  another,  you  don't  get  far.  This 
is  the  thing  you  have  to  avoid  in  order  to  have  a  good  cooperative. 
Not  only  with  the  team  of  horses  but  with  the  cooperatives  also,  it 
is  pulling  together  that  counts.  Everybody  has  to  work  together  for 
one  big  goal  which  ultimately  reaps  benefits  for  all  those  concerned. 
When  a  farmer  joins  a  cooperative,  he  has  a  share  of  ownership  as 
well  as  a  voice  in  the  business. 

The  cooperatives  were  started  in  Europe  and  have  spread  over 
North  and  South  America  very  rapidly.  We  have  producers',  con- 
sumers', marketing,  credit,  and  agriculture  cooperatives,  which  have 
all  grown  from  a  small  group  of  weavers  in  England  in  1844,  who 
thought  they  could  buy  the  necessities  of  life  more  cheaply  by  com- 
bining in  a  cooperative  store  in  Rochdale,  England.  The  methods  by 
which  these  weavers  conducted  their  consumers'  cooperative  have 
been  the  basis  of  organizing  the  present  cooperatives. 

From  this  small  beginning  in  England,  the  cooperative  move- 
ment has  spread  over  all  Europe  and  sections  of  North  and  South 
America.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  there  is  a  half  million  cooperatives 
with  a  membership  of  over  100,000,000.  The  purpose  of  all  coopera- 
tives is  to  give  the  highest  quality  of  product  at  the  lowest  possible 
cost  to  consumers. 

The  cooperatives,  prior  to  the  present  war  in  Europe,  had  made 
rapid  progress  in  Great  Britain,  Switzerland,  Finland,  Swreden,  Ger- 
many, France,  and  Denmark  where  approximately  1/3  of  the  popula- 
tion were  members  of  cooperatives.  Since  the  rise  of  the  Nazi  govern- 
ment, cooperatives  in  Germany  have  decreased  rapidly  because  such 
organizations  can  progress  under  a  democratic  form  of  government 
only. 

In  addition  to  the  countries  already  mentioned,  Argentina,  Brazil, 
Chile,  Ecuador,  Egypt,  and  Newfoundland  have  started  cooperatives. 

There  is  nothing  new  about  the  cooperative  movement  in  agri- 
culture. As  far  back  as  1810,  some  farmers  in  Connecticut  and  New 
York  had  cheese  enterprises  set  up  on  an  informal  basis.  There  have 
been  ups  and  downs  in  the  cooperative  movement  but  now  they  are 
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growing  rapidly.  Many  groups  have  been  started  in  the  last  years, 
but  80%  of  them  have  been  going  on  for  ten  years  or  more. 

Do  you  realize  that  there  are  about  2,000,000  members  of  co- 
operatives, or  y2  of  all  growers,  ranchers,  and  dairymen  in  the  United 
States  carrying  on  $2,400,000,000  of  business  a  year?  The  average 
cooperative  in  the  United  States  has  about  300  members.  There  is  no 
state  in  the  United  States  where  cooperatives  have  not  organized,  but 
they  have  made  very  rapid  progress  in  the  North  Central  States. 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa  lead  with  1/3  of  all  the  cooperatives. 
Some  of  these  are  grain  elevators,  marketing  2/3  of  the  farmers' 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  corn,  soybeans,  and  rice;  shipping  associations 
marketing  about  $75,000,000  worth  of  livestock  a  year;  cooperative 
egg  markets  marketing  about  2,000,000,000  eggs  a  year ;  cooperative 
cotton  gins  and  oil  mills  take  care  of  approximately  10%  of  all  cotton ; 
wool  growers'  cooperatives,  nut  growers'  cooperatives,  and  numerous 
cooperatives  in  other  fields  of  agriculture. 

We  have  a  new  cooperative  started  in  Montgomery  County ;  it 
is  known  as  the  "Montgomery  Farm  Women's  Cooperative  Market", 
and  is  located  at  Bethesda,  Maryland,  on  the  outskirts  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  membership  is  restricted  to  rural  women.  There  are  80 
members  now  and  a  waiting  list.  Last  year  their  receipts  reached 
$150,000.  The  returns  from  this  market  have  saved  many  a  farm  from 
mortgage  foreclosure.  It  has  also  sent  children  to  college  or  business 
schools  and  has  likewise  modernized  the  rural  ways  of  making  living 
easier  and  more  convenient. 

The  market  was  started  in  1930-31  by  the  Home  Demonstration 
agent  for  the  farmers  in  the  areas  which  were  hard-hit  by  the 
drought.  Selling  was  started  in  a  tent,  but  now  there  is  a  large, 
modern  market  building.  All  stock  in  the  cooperative  is  owned  by  the 
sellers.  There  is  an  employed  manager  and  elected  board  of  directors 
serving  without  pay.  The  members  pay  $2.00  a  month  rent  for  space 
and  equipment.  They  also  pay  5%  of  their  sales  income  for  operation 
expenses.    Some  of  the  requirements  for  membership  are  as  follows : 

1.  Most  of  the  members  must  come  from  farming. 

2.  At  least  six  acres  of  land  must  be  owned. 

3.  White  caps  and  aprons  must  be  worn  during  selling  hours. 

All  the  food  that  is  sold  is  inspected  by  health  authorities  at  the  mar- 
ket. The  market  is  open  two  days  each  week — Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day. Every  month  a  committee  fixes  prices  which  are  slightly  higher 
than  in  chain  stores.  The  producer  receives  about  $5.00  on  Wednes- 
day and  $8.00  on  Saturday  from  a  smaller  stand,  but  some  of  the 
larger  ones  bring  in  about  $200.00  a  week.  One  can  buy  almost  any- 
thing he  wants  at  the  market;  baked  beans  (ready  to  eat),  chickens, 
jelly,  pickles,  rolls,  bread,  all  kinds  of  home-cured  meats,  fresh  vege- 
tables, fresh  cut  or  potted  flowers,  and  many  other  things  that  are 
produced  on  the  farm. 
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I  think  the  success  of  this  market  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  farm 
women  know  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  save  their  homes  or  send  their 
children  to  school  so  they  have  stuck  to  it  and  have  done  a  fine  job. 
This  market  has  been  studied  by  economists  all  over  the  world  and 
they  have  found  that  it  is  the  best  cooperative  women's  market  in 
the  world.  Now  they  are  starting  to  set  up  markets  like  this  one  in 
other  countries. 

So  much  for  the  local  cooperatives.  Considering  the  question 
from  a  state  and  national  viewpoint,  we  find  the  Farm  Bureau  which 
is  a  state  and  national  organization  by  some  far-seeing  farmers  who 
saw  the  need  for  a  national  agency  to  represent  the  farmers  in  Con- 
gress about  20  years  ago.  This  brought  about  the  organizing  of  the 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation.  This  organization  has  been  ac- 
tive in  getting  many  bills  through  Congress  and  State  Legislatures 
to  assist  the  farmers.  A  drive  for  the  solution  for  the  farmer's  eco- 
nomic problem  has  held  agriculture  in  the  foreground  at  Washington 
for  some  time.  The  Federation  has  a  paid  representative  in  Wash- 
ington at  all  times. 

The  Maryland  Farm  Bureau,  state  chapter  of  the  national  society, 
was  first  organized  in  1919  in  Montgomery  County.  Following  this 
Frederick,  Carroll,  Howard,  and  Washington  counties  joined  with 
Montgomery  County  to  form  the  Maryland  Farm  Bureau.  Similar 
actions  were  taken  in  other  states  of  our  Union. 

In  addition  to  the  two  cooperatives  named,  there  are  also  many 
other  cooperatives — citrus  fruit  exchanges  in  Florida  and  California 
which  have  made  rapid  progress  in  the  last  few  years.  Then,  too, 
there  is  the  national  grange,  a  cooperative  organization  somewhat 
like  the  Farm  Bureau ;  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Milk  Producers' 
Association,  which  supplies  the  nation's  capital  with  milk ;  the  South- 
ern States  Cooperative,  which  serves  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  other 
states.  We  also  have  many  government  cooperatives,  the  productive 
credit  associations,  Federal  Land  Banks,  conservation  associations, 
relief  boards,  and  others. 

T  think  the  cooperative  buying  and  selling  agents  have  helped 
the  private  business  man  and  large  corporations  to  regulate  prices 
to  a  reasonable  profit  basis.  They  have  kept  the  farm  products  high 
at  the  market  as  well  as  keeping  the  feed,  seed  fertilizer,  and  other 
farm  supply  dealers  in  stride  with  the  cooperative  prices.  This  has 
caused  many  dealers  to  pool  their  buying  power  in  order  to  obtain 
bulk  prices.  The  community  organizations  are  combined  in  larger 
groups  so  that  they  still  have  more  power  in  legislature  and  else- 
where. This  has  brought  about  the  consolidation  of  churches,  schools, 
and  many  other  organizations. 

We,  the  coming  generation,  are  fortunate  in  having  such  organi- 
zations as  Future  Farmers  of  America  and  4-H  Clubs  to  help  us  learn 
to  live  a  more  cooperative  life.  Their  standards  show  that  the  best 
way  to  do  anything  is  the  cooperative  way.    The  cooperative  move- 
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ment  is  an  organization  which  can  only  operate  to  its  best  advantage 
under  a  Democratic  Government.  It  helps  democracy  in  that  it  brings 
people  together  so  that  they  can  exchange  thoughts  and  learn  to  live 
together  to  make  a  strong  government. 

I  picture  cooperatives  as  the  solution  to  the  ever-increasing  eco- 
nomic, social,  and  educational  problems  of  our  great  Democracy. 
Farmers — yes,  and  anyone  closely  allied  with  farming,  can  no  longer 
be  an  isolated  individual  with  a  selfish,  domineering  personality.  We 
have  reached  a  new  era  in  agriculture,  and,  quoting  from  the  F.  F.  A. 
Manual,  "We  shall  be  led  out  of  the  darkness  of  selfishness  and  into 
the  glorious  sunlight  of  brotherhood  and  cooperation." 
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The  Breaking  Fullness  of  Day 


By  HENLEY  ADAMS  VANSANT 
Douglasville,  Georgia 
(Fifth  Place  Speech) 

For  the  past  decade  the  spot-light  of  merciless  publicity  has  been 
turned  upon  the  tenant  farmers  of  this  great  Nation,  and  we  have 
been  shown  countless  "Jeeter  Lesters",  eking  out  a  sordid  existence 
on  depleted  and  eroded  fields. 

But  if  you  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  minutes,  I  will  show  you 
the  reverse  side  of  the  picture  and  lead  you  into  a  land  envisioned  by 
the  Future  Farmers  of  America — a  land  where  the  eroded  fields  have 
been  reclaimed.  The  Jeeter  Lesters  have  disappeared,  giving  place  to 
confident  prosperous  farmers,  living  "a  more  abundant  life." 

This  is  no  Utopia  existing  only  in  the  fertile  imagination  of  ideal- 
ists, but  a  real  place  in  the  sun  created  by  careful  planning,  by  steady 
building,  and  by  the  tireless  industry  of  the  Future  Farmers,  who 
realize  with  Robert  Burns  that  "To  be  happy  we  need  neither  to  be 
rich  nor  to  be  great,  but  just  to  be  independent." 

The  first  step  toward  the  winning  of  such  a  land  is  that  the  people 
who  expect  to  possess  it  must  occupy  it  from  choice  and  not  by  acci- 
dent. Those  who  possess  this  land  of  Promise  must  not  cast  hungry 
eyes  toward  the  "Flesh  Pots  of  Egypt,"  nor  look  with  longing  toward 
the  bright  lights  of  the  city,  where  the  white  collars  are  often  topped 
by  still  whiter  faces,  upon  which  fear  has  been  stamped  by  the  stalk- 
ing ghost  of  insecurity.  But  they  must  choose  to  be  farmers  because 
they  love  the  land,  realizing  that  it  is  the  basic  foundation  of  all 
wealth,  and  knowing  that  the  greatest  civilizations  of  the  world  have 
been  bound  most  closely  to  the  soil. 

In  Agriculture,  as  in  all  other  fields,  there  is  no  royal  road  to 
success.  To  become  a  real  farmer,  a  man  must  bring  to  his  work  the 
best  thought  of  which  he  is  capable,  a  spirit  of  cooperation,  a  deep 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  preservation  of  the  land  and  a  real 
pride  in  the  rural  culture  he  is  helping  to  establish. 

The  most  important  asset  is,  perhaps,  this  sense  of  cooperation 
with  nature  and  with  man.  Over  night,  farming  has  developed  from 
a  slow,  leisurely  way  of  life  to  a  highly  competitive  business.  We 
must  learn  that  we  are  living  under  a  new  economic  system  into 
which  the  old  method  of  one-crop  farming  will  not  fit.  And  that  it  is 
not  enough  that  one  man  change  his  ways  to  diversified  farming,  but 
that  all  must  change  and  work  together  in  an  orderly  organized  way. 

This  is  a  gargantuan  task  that  we  have  set  for  the  Future  Farm- 
ers of  America.  But  we  are  not  pioneers  who  need  to  blaze  a  trail 
through  untried  forests.    The  way  has  already  been  pointed  by  the 


[120]  THIRTEENTH    NATIONAL    CONVENTION 

Future  Farmers  of  yesterday,  who  have  become  the  Master  Farmers 
of  today.  What  they  have  already  done  has  been  an  inspiration  to  us, 
and  made  us  see  what  real  diversified  farming  can  be. 

I  realized  this  last  spring  when  together  with  other  F.  F.  A.  boys, 
I  was  taken  on  a  Field  Tour  into  different  sections  of  our  Country. 
From  all  the  splendid  modern  farms  that  I  saw  on  that  trip,  I  have 
selected  the  farm  of  Richard  Lumpkin,  a  former  student  of  Vocational 
Agriculture,  to  describe  to  you. 

The  Lumpkin  house  is  no  tenant  shack,  waiting  to  decide  in  what 
direction  to  fall  to  come  down  upon  the  heads  of  its  occupants,  but 
a  substantial  frame  building,  simple  but  graceful  in  line.  The  cool 
whiteness  of  its  surface  is  accented  by  the  velvety  green  of  a  Bermuda 
grass  lawn.  Beyond  the  house  the  fertile  fields  and  lush  pastures 
make  a  lively  frame  for  this  picture  of  an  ideal  country  home.  Richard 
Lumpkin,  himself,  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  man  who  said: 

"Let  the  wealthy  and  the  great, 

Roll  in  splendor  and  in  state, 

I  envy  them  not, 

I  declare  it. 

I  eat  my  own  ham, 

My  chicken  and  lamb, 

I  pick  my  own  cotton  and  wear  it." 

Mrs.  Lumpkin  instead  of  being  the  household  drudge  some 
women  are  in  farm  houses,  was  a  woman,  well  poised,  sure  of  herself 
and  proud  of  her  surroundings.  And  well  might  she  be  proud  of  her 
well-equipped  kitchen,  her  modern  bath  room,  made  possible  by  an 
electric  pump  that  supplied  running  water,  and  her  well-stored  base- 
ment flooded  by  light  at  the  turn  of  a  switch. 

The  sight  of  this  basement  made  us  catch  our  breath.  The  dear 
lady,  we  thought,  must  have  dreamed  of  the  Seven  Lean  Years  and 
had  been  storing  food  in  preparation  for  them. 

In  the  smoke-house  we  found  hickory-smoked  hams  and  sausage 
that  made  our  mouths  water  for  a  slice  fried  brown.  In  the  barn  we 
saw  two  pure  bred  Jersey  milk  cows,  a  fine  brood  mare,  a  native- 
grown  mule  and  a  pure  bred  sow  with  eleven  healthy  pigs. 

Dumb  beasts,  we  thought,  do  not  eat  ham — our  minds  going  back 
to  the  smoke-house.  But  looking  up,  we  saw  that  the  loft  was  filled 
with  bright  legume  hay,  oats,  and  wheat  and  that  the  crib  was  filled 
to  bursting  with  corn — all  for  their  use. 

This,  I  thought,  as  we  bade  our  host  good-by,  is  what  can  be  done 
by  people  who  farm  intelligently.  What  Richard  Lumpkin  has  done, 
other  farmers  can  do. 

Inspired  by  his  example  and  the  example  of  many  other  progres- 
sive farmers,  we  look  into  the  future  with  a  certainty  that  a  new  day 
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is  dawning  for  agriculture.  When  such  farms  as  this  become  the  rule 
and  not  the  exception,  more  and  more  young  men  will  choose  to  stay 
on  the  land,  believing  with  Thomas  Jefferson  that  "They  who  labor 
in  the  earth  are  the  chosen  people  of  God." 

If  all  who  labor  in  the  earth  in  this  nation  will  join  with  the 
Future  Farmers  in  adopting  an  intelligent  progressive  farm  program, 
the  farmers  of  America  will  come  into  their  own  and  cease  to  be  foot- 
balls for  cheap  politicians  and  demagogues,  who  throughout  the  years 
have  given  us  a  stone  when  we  asked  for  bread. 

Working  together,  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  can  make  of 
this  land  a  place  where  farmers  and  their  families  need  not  be  un- 
educated, undernourished,  diseased  in  mind  and  body,  nor  broken  in 
spirit.  But,  on  the  contrary,  may  'be  the  best  fed,  the  healthiest,  the 
happiest  and  the  freest  people  on  earth. 

And  when  that  day  comes,  the  vision  of  Georgia's  peerless  orator 
will  have  been  fulfilled. 

More  than  fifty  years  ago,  Henry  Grady  saw  into  the  future  and 
prophesied: 

"When  every  home-owning  farmer  shall  eat  bread  from  his  own 
fields,  meat  from  his  own  pastures,  disturbed  by  no  creditors  and  en- 
slaved by  no  debts — then  will  be  the  breaking  fullness  of  day." 
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JUDGING  SWINE— 1940  NATIONAL  VOCATIONAL  CONTESTS. 

General  and  Special  Convention  Activities 

The  National  Convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  held 
annually  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Contests  for  Students  of 
Vocational  Agriculture  and  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show.  Cer- 
tain general  and  special  features  were  of  interest  to  all  students  of 
vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A.  members  in  attendance.  Among 
them  were  the  following: 

Saturday,  November  9th 

8:00  A.  M. — Judging  calves  exhibited  by  students  of  vocational  agri- 
culture, Main  Arena,  American  Royal  Building. 

11 :00  A.  M. — Judging  Swine  and  Sheep  exhibited  by  students  of  voca- 
tional agriculture,  Swine  and  Sheep  Pavilion,  American 
Royal  Building. 

2 :00  P.  M — Matinee  Horse  Show,  Main  Arena,  American  Royal 
Building.    Parade  of  vocational  agriculture  livestock. 

5  :30  P.  M. — Banquet  for  vocational  agriculture  livestock  exhibitors 
and  members  of  vocational  judging  teams.  The  Kansas 
City,  Kansas,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  host. 

8:00  P.  M. — Horse  Show,  Arena,  American  Royal  Building.  Voca- 
tional agriculture  livestock  exhibitors  and  members  of 
vocational  agriculture  judging  teams  guests  of  the 
American  Royal. 
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Sunday,  November  10th 

10:45  A.  M— Attend  church. 

12:30  P.  M. — Meeting,   Committee    on    judging   contests,    President 

Hotel. 

5:30  P.  M. — Get-together  Dinner  for  national   F.   F.  A.  officers  and 
delegates.    Aztec  Room,  President  Hotel. 

7:30  P.  M. — Concert    by    Minnesota    State    F.    F.    A.    Band,    Arena, 
Municipal  Auditorium, 

Monday,  November  11th 

7:30  A.  M.  to  12:00  Noon— Vocational     Agriculture     Dairy     Cattle 
Judging  Contest. 

7  AS  A.  M.  to  10:30  A.  M.— Vocational  Agriculture  Livestock  Judg- 
ing Contest.  Arena,  American  Royal  Building. 

11 :30  A.  M.— F.  F.  A.  Radio  broadcast  from  convention  floor,  N.  B.  C. 
Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

1  :00  P.  M. — Poultry  Judging  Contest,  Poultry  Department,  Ameri- 
can Royal  Building. 

1:15  P.  M. — Viewing  carlot  fat  and  feeder  cattle,  and  tour  of  stock 
yards. 

2:30  P.  M. — Matinee  Horse  Show,  Arena,  American  Royal  Building. 

3:00  P.  M. — Vocational  Agriculture  Meat  Judging  Contest  (quality), 
Cudahy  Packing  Company,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

7:15  P.  M.— F.  F.  A.  National  Public  Speaking  Contest. 

Tuesday,  November  12th 
Vocational  Agriculture — F.  F.  A.  Day 

9:30  A.  M. — Vocational  Agriculture  Milk  Judging  Contest,  Chapman 
Dairy. 

10:00  A.  M. — Vocational  Agriculture  Meat  Judging  Contest  (identifi- 
cation), American  Royal  Building. 

11 :30  A.  M. — F.  F.  A.  Radio  Broadcast  from  convention  floor,  N.  B.  C. 
Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

1 :45  P.  M. — Vocational  Agriculture  Parade,  Arena,  American  Royal, 
led  by  Minnesota  and  Texas  F.  F.  A.  Bands. 

2:00  P.  M. — Presentation  of  F.  F.  A.  Star  Farmer  Awards  (broad- 
cast). 

2:30  P.  M. — American  Royal  Matinee  Horse  Show. 

7:15  P.  M. — Special  F.  F.  A.  Program,  Arena,  Municipal  Auditorium. 
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Wednesday,  November  13th 

11 :30  A.  M.— F.  F.  A.  Radio  Broadcast,  N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

2:30  P.  M. — Matinee  Horse  Show,  Arena,  American  Royal  Building. 

6:00  P.  M. — Annual  Vocational  Agricultural  Banquet,  Arena,  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium.  Guests  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Friday,  November  15th 

8:30  A.  M. — Auction  sale  of  lambs,  exhibited  by  students  of  voca- 
tional agriculture,  American  Royal  Annex  No.  1. 
10:00  A.  M. — Auction  sale  of  fat  calves  exhibited  by  vocational  agri- 
cultural students,  American  Royal  Sales  Pavilion. 
1  :00  P.  M. — Auction  sale  of  fat  hogs,  exhibited  by  students  of  voca- 
tional agriculture,  American  Royal  Sales  Pavilion. 

A  summary  of  the  vocational  agriculture  registration  at  the  1940 
National  F.  F.  A.  Convention  and  National  Contests  for  Students  of 
Vocational  Agriculture  showed  the  following  figures : 

Official  delegates,  contestants,  railroad  prize  winners,  etc.____2,542 

Exhibitors    286 

Others   (visitors)   4,498 

Total    7,326 
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Sunday  night  found  the  national  officers,  delegates,  and  a  few 
guests  gathered  at  the  President  Hotel  for  the  annual  Officer-Dele- 
gate Get-Together  Dinner.  About  100  were  in  attendance  and  Na- 
tional President  Ivan  Kindschi  acted  as  toastmaster  assisted  by  Past 
President  Bob  Elwell.  An  informal  evening  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Fol- 
lowing the  dinner  and  program,  the  delegates  and  convention  visitors 
were  entertained  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  with  a  concert  by  the 
Minnesota  State  Band. 

The  F.  F.  A.  exhibit  in  the  Little  Theatre  of  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium was  most  attractive.  Special  interest  was  showm  in  the  na- 
tional organization  display  which  was  60  feet  long  extending  across 
one  whole  side  of  the  room,  a  permanent  feature  at  the  national  con- 
vention with  appropriate  changes  made  in  the  glass  transparencies 
each  year. 

The  agricultural  product  exhibits  by  the  various  State  associa- 
tions were  greatly  improved  over  those  of  1939.  Excellent  planning 
and  an  artistic  touch  in  each  of  the  34  booths  raised  the  quality  of 
the  entire  exhibit  to  a  high  level.  The  following  States  had  displays 
and  the  nature  of  the  displays  are  indicated  in  each  instance  : 

j\rkansas — variety  of  State  products. 

Arizona — dates. 

California — dried  fruits. 

Colorado — variety  featuring  grain  and  potatoes. 
^TTorida — oranges  and  grape  fruit, 
"^eorgia — community  canneries. 
"^Ldaho — potatoes.  ■ 

Indiana — principal  crops  in  student's  farming  programs. 
"Iowa — corn. 
^Kansas — wheat. 

Kentucky — blue  grass  and  spring  lamb  production. 
^Louisana — sweet  potatoes. 
vMaine — apples. 
Michigan — dairy  products. 

Minnesota — butter  in  the  form  of  F.  F.  A.  emblem. 
Mississippi — tung  oil. 
■Missouri — dairying. 
^Montana — relief  map  of  the  State. 
'/Nebraska — eggs. 
v^New  Jersey — cultivated  blueberries. 

New  Mexico — cotton  and  grain  sorghums. 

New  York — dairying. 

North  Dakota — honey. 
•  Ohio — Poland  China  hogs. 
^^Oregon — small  seed  production. 

Pennsylvania — corn  products. 

Puerto  Rico — fiber  hats. 

South  Carolina — cotton  and  its  products. 
.  South  Dakota — variety  featuring  grain  and  livestock. 
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'  Texas — pink  grape  fruit. 
Utah — wool  and  wool  products. 
Virginia — tobacco. 
West  Virginia — potatoes. 
Wisconsin — dairy  products. 

The  Little  Theatre  was  crowded  with  visitors  most  of  the  week. 


/JEne  applications  of  outstanding  American  Farmers,  chapter 
scrapbooks,  State  association  reports  and  F.  F.  A.  books.  D.  M. 
Clements  was  in  charge  of  the  display  assisted  by  5W^lPS*fe^w^i4  and 
others.  \VkHKlH&L#t 

The  F.  F.  A.  convention  sessions  were  well  attended  each  day. 
Some  1,200  people  were  on  hand  for  the  opening  session  on  Monday 
morning.  About  ljJOO  persons  attended  the  finals  of  the  National 
F.  F.  A.  Public  Speaking  Contest  on  Monday  evening. 

Tuesday  was  National  F.  F.  A.  Day  and  at  2  P.  M.  the  annual 
parade  of  students  of  vocational  agriculture  was  held  in  the  Arena 
of  the  American  Royal  Building.  Participating  were  F.  F.  A.  officers, 
delegates,  public  speakers,  American  Farmers ;  judging  teams ;  prize 
winners  and  F.  F.  A.  bands.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  parade,  an- 
nouncement was  made  by  W.  A.  Cochel,  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Kansas 
i     Jfi  ™  City   Star  of  the   Star  F.   F.  A.   Farmers   of  the   year.     Prizes   were 

presented  by  iMP^gg^Mfrs^-^M^^*^  of1  the  Chici-State 

School-  Officers  organization  of  the  United  States.  Participants  in 
the  parade  were  then  seated  in  a  block  of  reserved  seats  where  they 
enjoyed  the  afternoon  Horse  Show. 

With  Everett  Mitchell,  chief  N.  B.  C.  announcer,  Chicago,  acting 
as  Master  of  Ceremonies,  the  special  F.  F.  A.  Talent  Night  program 
'%was  carried  through  in  a  pleasing  and  effective  manner.    Music  was 
~Lr     furnished  by  the^M*«BMBfe  and  Texas  State  F.  F.  A.  Bands.  &mK&$r 
■^^Rcyonga'  of  Arkansas,   Star   Farmer   of  America   for   1940,   received 
a  gold  medal  from  the  F.   F.  A.   organization.    Announcement  was 
made    of    Chapter    and    State    Association    winners,    and    Honorary 
American  Farmer  Degrees  were  conferred.  Special  entertainment  fea- 
tures presented  by  F.  F.  A.   members   and  groups   of  members   in- 
cluded: 

Baritone  Solos — Austin  Worth,  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska. 

Hillbilly  Act— Mississippi  Hillbilly  Band. 

Reading — Wilbur  Hauser,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

String  Music — West  Virginia  String  Quartet. 

Songs — Shoals  Indiana  Quartet. 

Drums  and  Traps — Mervin  Wells,  Plainfield,  Vermont. 

String  Music — Illinois  String  Band. 

Chorus  Music Montgomery,  Texas,  Chapter. 

Brass   Sextet — College   Springs,  Iowa,  Chapter. 

Baton  Twirling — Ivan  Kindschi,  Prairie  du  Sac,  Wisconsin. 

Songs — Hoosaku  Furomoto,  Hawaii. 
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Hillbilly  Act — Leon,  Iowa,  Chapter. 

String  Quartet — Winfield,  West  Virginia,  Chapter. 

Solo — Austin   Chitwood,   Mulberry,  Arkansas. 

Talent  night  demonstrated  to  all  who  were  present  that  F.  F.  A. 
members  can  provide  high  class  platform  presentations.  Special  men- 
tion is  due  soloist  Austin  Worth  of  Nebraska,  the  Mississippi  Hill- 
billy Band,  the  Illinois  String  Band,  the  Iowa  Brass  Sextet  and  the 
West  Virginia  Hillbilly  Band. 

The  annual  Vocational  Agriculture  Banquet  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing provided  by  the  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Chamber  of  Commerce  was 
attended  by  1300  students,  teachers,  supervisors  and  other  guests. 
Articles  contributed  to  this  banquet  by  F.  F.  A.  State  associations 
included:  walnuts  from  California;  pecans,  Florida;  potatoes,  Idaho; 
pumpkin,  Indiana ;  butter,  Minnesota ;  honey,  North  Dakota ;  grape- 
fruit and  black-eyed  peas,  Texas ;  cheese,  Wisconsin ;  and  napkins 
from  Wyoming.    Tom  Collins  of  Kansas  City  as  speaker  of  the  even- 
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ing  gave  an  excellent  humorous  address  which  was  packed  with  home- 
ly philosophy  and  good  sense.  The  closing  event  of  the  evening  was 
the  announcement  of  judging  contest  winners  and  the  awarding  of 
prizes  under  the  direction  of  Superintendent  James  H.  Pearson.  The 
Minnesota  Band  furnished  excellent  music  during  the  banquet. 
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Radio  broadcasts  were  made  directly  from  the  floor  of  the  con- 
vention Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  over  the  N.  B.  C.  Farm 
and  Home  Hour.  Valuable  assistance  was  rendered  in  connection 
with  these  broadcasts  by  W.  E.  Drips,  Agricultural  Director,  and 
Everett  Mitchell,  Chief  Announcer,  N.  B.  C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
Chicago.  Several  other  broadcasts  were  also  made  over  local  stations 
and  in  connection  with  programs  at  the  American  Royal. 

The  Kansas  City  high  schools  again  requested  member  talent 
for  appearances  before  various  assemblies  held  during  the  week 
Speakers  were  selected  from  the  F.  F.  A.  organization  and  various 
musical  groups  also  appeared.  The  arrangements  were  in  charge  of 
Harvey  Schweitzer  of  Malta,  Illinois. 

Newspapers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  carried  articles, 
feature  stories  and  pictures  of  the  week's  activities  through  the  effi- 
cient work  of  George  Couper  and  his  staff  of  assistants,  in  charge  of 
public  information. 

Much  interest  was  shown  in  the  excellent  educational  exhibit 
prepared  by  Swift  and  Company  at  their  plant.  Many  students  of 
vocational  agriculture  and  their  instructors  visited  it  during  the  week. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  Minnesota  State  F.  F.  A.  Band  under  the 
direction  of  Gerald  McKay  and  Leo  Knuti,  State  Adviser.  The  same 
is  true  of  the  Texas  State  F.  F.  A.  Band  back  again  with  H.  G. 
Rylander  and  Adviser  J.  B.  Rutland  in  charge.  Special  credit  is  also 
due  the  State  F.  F.  A.  Advisers  and  the  many  local  F.  F.  A.  Advisers 
who  cooperated  in  such  a  splendid  way  thus  making  the  total  week's 
activities  an  outstanding  conclave. 
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